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Omniladelphia: the Faithful Church that Stood Before an Open DoorO
Reading: Revelation 3:7-13

Have you ever felt well andtruly stymied? Y ou had a plan butyour plan was thwarted.
Somebody placed an obdacle in yowr way. Or circumstances arose tha forced youto
abandonyour dream. It may have been at work. Y ouwere up for apromotion, but
somebodyblocked it. It could even have been in the church. Youso wanted to servein a
paticular capacity and youwere convinced God was leading you to do so, but another person
was placed in tha postion. Perhgossomeonewith influence hasit in for you.

You may bein thefortunae postion of being able to say, Orha@ never happened to me.
|Qre never felt obgructed or frustrated. Everything always fallsinto place for me.O Never
mind, your turn is probably coming! At such timesBbindeed at all times Bthere is something
we need to remember: QWhat (theLord) opensnoonecan shut and wha he shuts no onecan
opan.O

I SOONER OR LATER, WE ENCOUNTER OBSTACLES

A. This may occur in thegenea course of life. Whether it is skulduggey in the
workplace or obdructionin day to day circumstances, you experience ablock. It can
happen very close to home. Inafamily setting, there can befavouritism or even
blatant injugtice.

B. It can also beas adirect consequence of your faith. It could take theform of outright
persecution. Youfed theheat. Butit may simply beexcluson or odracism. You
face thefreeze.

C. You don®have to be intimidated or overawed. Thisis exactly wha was hgppening at
Philaddphia. Let me explain by way of illugration.

1. Don®you sometimes fedl alittle frusrated when you hear oneend of a
telephoneconvasation? Ruth takes thecall and | wonde if it@ for her or for
me. (Hello! How areyou? | wasjus thinking aboutyou. (Now I@n really in
thedark). Theconvesation continues: O es, absolutely! Oh really? Tha®a
great idea. 1t all dependson EllisGschedule. | haven®a cluewha he®
doing.O(l still have noideawho she@takingto).

2. When you listen to these messages to the seven churches, it@3 as thoughyou
are listening to onehdf of aconveasation. Clearly, theLord is speaking right
into avery specific situaion. Fortunately, we are usudly able to recondruct
the other side of the convesation accurately. Tha® partly because we have
some knowledgeof the situaiontha prevailed in the cities where the churches
were to which the messages were addressed. We are also given enoughclear
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indicationsin the messages themselves tha hdp usto work out wha was
happening in the church.

Thechurch at Philaddphiawas being blocked. Someonehad tried to close a
door. We knowfor sure tha there was alargeand influential Jewish
popuktion at Philadd phia, and we know tha at least some of the Jews did
everything they could to thwart the prodamation of thegogpd. Tha@why
theLord says here:

‘I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who
claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars — I will
make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge
that I have loved you.’ (9)

Here@® themog likely scenario. A section of the Jewish popuktion had the
ear of thecivic authorities. They had maligned the Christiansand possibly
influenced the @owers tha beCto pronoune some kind of prohibition that
effectively dammed adoorin theface of thechurch. So, they were up againg
it and felt hemmed in.

This can hgppentous | certainly don®want to engagein sensationdism or
scare tactics, to become paranoid aboutcongiracies, or to foder apersecution
complex. Thereismouniing pressure to portray witnessing as proselytism and
even to depict the maintenance of convictionsas akind of thate speech.O
Even if we do nat have to face this kind of On your faceOprohibition that was
common when this messagewas ddivered, sodety erects its own baricades
and so do many of your relatives and acquantances. Inyour particular
circumstances, you may feel tha you have been @ainted into a corner,Omaybe
even misrepresented and maligned.

No matter what the circumstances, we need always to remember tha . . .

THERE ISONE PERSON WHO ISIN ABSOLUTE CONTROL AND
ALWAYSHASTHE LAST WORD

Listen to him:

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What
he opens, no one can shut; and what he shuts, no one can open. 8 know your deeds.
Look, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut.

First of al, hesays, Orhisiswho | am.O He uses three terms to describe himsalf.

1.

When he describes himself as Gholy,Oheis notsimply making a general
comment abouthis character. Thisisadesignaion of divinity andit is
purposly used here. God declares himself to be Qhe holy oneof Israel O(1s
40:25). Inthecontext of these messages and of the bookas awhole, heis
identifying himself with Qhe Holy Oneof Israel.O
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2. There are two wordsthat could betrandated Qrued Theone(aléthés) means
truein thesense of truerather than false. It istheusud word for true Butthe
paticular word used here (aléthinos) meansgenuinerather than illusory or
spurious In this context it conveys theidea of Gomplete dependability.O

3. Thethird term he uses to describe himself is even more significant: Orhese are
thewordsof him whoisholy andtrue who holds the key of David.” The
reference isto aman called Eliakim wholived during thereign of King
Hezekiah (2 Kings18:17;1s. 22:21, 22).! This man was hed in apostion of
such high trug tha theking had given him thekey to thepdace. No oneg
absolutely no ong ganed access to theroyd pdace other than through
Eliakim. We knowtha Jesusisthe heir to thethrone of David and that Qhe
household of DavidOrepresents the kingdomof God. Jus as Eliakim had sole
powers to open and close, so Jesushas the exclusve rightto control accessto
thekingdomof God. The Philadd phiansneeded to remember tha, and so do
we.

B. Secondly, hesays, Orhisiswha | have to say to you.O

8] know your deeds. Look, I have placed before you an open door that no one can

shut.

1. | findit interesting that heinjects this statement at this point. Onewould have
expected him to say: | knowyour deeds | knowtha you have little strength,
yet you have kept my word and have notdenied my name.O But hethruds
thisthoughtforward because it iskey to all he hasto say to them andto us

2. | agree with John Stott that there are two aspectsto what theLord is saying

here.?

I Inthefirst place, heisreferringto thedoorof salvation. Tha isits mog
obvioussense. It ishewho holdsthekeys of thekingdom TheJewish
Chrigtianshad foundthe doa of the synagogueshut in ther faces. They had
been written off by their compatriots. Theimplicationwasthat they were
beyondthe pde, excludal fromthe salvation which God gives. But hewho
holdsthey key of David says. Q have placed before you an open doa that
no onecan shut. OAndit is hewho hddstha doa open before us inviting
usto enter. Infact henotonly holdsthekey; heisthedoor(John10:7-10).

! Orhe passage in | saiah appears to have received a messianic interpretation with the Jews, and it is used here to
express the Lord® supreme power in the messianic kingdom to open and close its door as he will; cf. Heb 3:6;
Mt. 28:18.0Isbon T. Beckwith, The Apocalypse of John: Studies in Introduction with a Critical and Exegetical
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1919, Reprinted 1967), 479.

2 John R. W. Stott, What Christ Thinks of the Church: An Exposition of Revelation 1-3 (Grand Rapids: Baker,
2003), 105-9.
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But, in addition to the doorof savation, there is also thedoorof oppatunity.
| think there are three very goodreasonswhy the open dooraso refersto a
doorof oppotunity. William Ramsay points out that the city Philaddphia
had been foundel in thefirst place, in astrategic location, in order to spread
the Greek languaye and culture amongthe people of theregion (the
Phrygians).® Itslocation at theborder of three courtries and as a gaeway to
the east madeit an agent for the spread of Hellenism. For that selfsame
reason, it was idedlly situated for the prodamation of the gopd amongthe
people of those lands The secondreason s that the term Gpen doaOis
used elsewhere to describethe oppotunity to prodaim thegosd. Listen to
what Paul says to the Corinthians Q will stay onin Ephesusuntil Pentecost
because a great doorfor effective work has opened to meO(1 Cor 16:9). In
fact, heusesthe metaphorsevera times. He later informs them that when he
went to Troas to preach thegogd of Christ, hefoundtha theLord had
opened adoorfor him (2 Cor 2:12). He asksthe Colossiansto pray for him
while heisin chansso tha God may Gpen adoaOfor his message about
themystery of Christ (Col 4:3; cf. Acts 14:27).

Mog importantly of al, it was second nature for Christiansto think in terms
of sharingthegoodnews. From the outset, that was part and parcel of what
it meant to bea Chrigtian. The goodnews aboutJesuswas something you
couldn®keep to yoursdlf. Interestingly, when Paul tells the Corinthians
aboutthegreat doa for effective work tha opened to him, headdsin the
next breath, OAnd there are many who oppoe me.O So, wha if there is
oppostion? Istha atimeto retreat and hunke dowvn? Istha atimeto
(euphemidtically) GonslidateOand stay out of trouble? Max Lucadotells
of atimewhen his dad took him and afriend fishing. But unfortunaely, the
incessant rain and the snow meant that they had to spend a week cooped up
in a camper truck, bickering and griping. Listen to Lucado® observation:

| learned a hard lesson tha week, not aboutfishing, but about
people. When those who are called to fish don®fish, they
fight When energy intended to be used outsideisused indde,
theresult isexplosve. Ingead of casting nes, we cast stones.
Ingead of extending hdping hands we paint accusngfinges.
Ingead of becoming fishers of thelod, we become critics of
thesaved. Rather than hdping thehurting, we hurt the hdpes

And sadly, poa go unfed, confused go uncounsled and log
go unpreached.

When those who are called to fish dor®fish, they fight The
next time the chdlenges @utsideQtempt you to shut the door

3 bid., 103.
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and stay indde, stay longenoughto get warm. Then get out
When those who are called to fish dorfish, they fight*

Listen to theonewho holdsthekeys of David: QLook, I have placed before you an
open door that no one can shut”.

But there is more goodnews.

[l YOUR EFFECTIVENESS DOESNG DEPEND ON YOUR OWN STRENGTH

I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied
my name.

A. Appaently, thechurch at Philaddphiawas relatively small and, naurally-speaking,
had little in theway of resources and influence. Yet they had donethereally
important thing. They had kept the Lord@ word and had not denied his name. The
word @ompromiseOwas notin ther vocabulary.

B. And, paradoxically, their weakness was thevery thing tha rendeed ther service
effective.

C. God uses people who redlize that they don®have the wherewitha to accomplish
anything that is of real spiritud value

1. Think, for amoment, of Moses. He was Geducated in all thewisdomof the
Egyptiansand was powerful in word and deedO(Acts 7:22). Hisdecisionto
identify with his fellow-Hebrews was a goodone(Heb 11:24-26). He
undestoodtha God had providentially placed him where hewas, but he
miscal culated and made a hugemistake in the way tha heidentified with his
compariots. QMoses thoughttha his own people would realize that God was
usng him to rescuethem, but they did notO(Acts 7:25). Perhaps heimagined
tha he had thewherewithd to ddiver hiscountymen. After hehad spent
forty years at thefar side of the desert, God appeared to a very different
Moses. Now hesays, OVhoam | tha | should goto Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?O(Ex 3:11) It is possible to oversmplify theentire
accountand | don®want to dothat. In afascinaing sermon entitled, GAny
Old Bush Will Do,OMgjor 1an Thomes suggested that Moses spent forty years
learning to be something, forty years learning to be nothing, and then forty
years actudly beng something for God. Only God could get thelsraglites out
of Egypt Moses could be hisingrument, butit would be God® strength, not
MosesOeducation tha effected tha deiverance.

* Cited by Darrell Johnson from, In the Eye of the Storm. Darrell W. Johnson, Discipleship on the Edge: An
Expository Journey through the Book of Revelation (V ancouver: Regent College Publishing, 2004), 111.

5



Revelation Sermon Series - copyright Ellis AndrZ 2007

2. Then there was Paul. We do nat know exactly what his @hom in thefleshO
was. We know tha it tormented him terribly, so much so tha hedescribed it
as Gamessenge of Satan.O It was debilitating and probably humiliating. He
pleaded with the Lord to removeit, butreceived this answer: My graceis
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.O Paul
condudes, Orherefore | will boast more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ@ power may rest onme. . . For when | am weak, then | am strong(q2
Cor 12:7-10).

No wonde he could write: GGod chose the foolish thingsof this world to
shame the wise; God chose the weak thingsof theworld to shame thestrong.
He chose thelowly thingsof this world and the despised thingsband the
thingsthat are notbto nullify thethingstha are, so tha no onemay boast
before himO(1 Cor 1:27-29).

When it comesto really effective Christian service, there are only two kindsof
people. There arethos who are weak Dand know it, and there are those who are
weak and have yet to discover it.

NOW LISTEN TO THE ASSURANCESHE GIVESUSASHISCHILDREN

There are nofewer than fowr in thismessage. | shall simply list them and make a
brief comment on each.

Q will dothe unexpected.O

°I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though
they are not, but are liars — I will make them come and fall down at your feet and
acknowledge that I have loved you.

Jews expected tha, oneday, the descendents of their oppressors would bow before
them, faling at ther feet, and calling them the City of theLORD, Zion of the Holy
Oneof Israel O(Is. 60:14). Here thetables areturned. Theideaisnot, of course,
neup-man-ship.OThis is more than ultimate vindication. When God® people
faithfully prodaim thegogd, the unexpected happensand some of our mog hodile
critics cometo faith.

Q will protect youO

10Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the
hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the
earth.

Clearly the Philaddphian Christianshad faced some severe trials and they had
endured paiently. Now theL ord, who controls everything, promises to keep them
fromthehourof trial. This could mean either (keep you from undegoing thetria O
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or Ckeep yourightthroughthetrial.O The Greek is capable of either meaning> One
way or theother, this mug have been a reassuring promise to them.

C.  Quwill honou youO
2Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.

This may seem like astrangestatement to us But, in each of these messages, the
L ord addresses his people in terms tha they would undestand. William Barclay
explains

When a person had served the state well, when heleft behind him a
noble record as amagistrate or a public benefactor or a priest, the
memoria which thecity gave to him wasto erect apillar in oneof the
temples with his name inscribed uponit. Philadd phia honoued its
illugrioussonshy putiing their names onthe pillars of its temples, so
tha all who came to worship might see and remember.®

Jesus speaks in pictures tha his hearers will undestand. He honousthose
who are faithful to him by making them pillarsin the only temple tha lasts.

Wha@ more, (he grants @vercomersCthetriple honour of bearing thename
of his God, the name of thecity of his God, and his new name.3

D. | will grant you permanent security
2Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will
he leave it.

Here agan, this statement would have struck a specia chord with the Philadd phians
Thecity was located right onthe edgeof avolcanic area and was subject to frequent
earthqudkes. In AD 17,theentire city had been devastated by an earthquéke. So the
people lived an unsttled life. Whenever tremors came, and they came often, they
would flee thecity outinto theopen county. So they were forever going out and
comingin. But hee, by contrast, hesays. “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar
in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it.”

These are great wordsof assurance. They are made in the context of the oneover-
aching word of encouragement: “See, I have placed before you an open door that no
one can shut.”

Conclusion

In agenaa sense, thisword is applicableto usall. Left to their own devices, the

Philadel phiansmay well have conduded tha the door had closed. Certainly, if they allowed
thar circumstances to dictate ther action or lack of action, they may have hunkered down

® Leon Morris, Revelation (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1987), 79.

S William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches (London: SCM Press, 1957), 98.

" Darrell W. Johnson, Discipleship on the Edge: An Expository Journey through the Book of Revelation
(Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 2004), 108.
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and waited for better days.  But our orders come from theonewho hddsthekey of David.
It isawaystruetha Qvha he opensno onecan shut and what he shuts no onecan open.O

Sometimes the Spirit of Truth takes a general word of truth and makes it very specific. He
says. Orhisis a special word for you, my child: Q.ook, | have placed before you an open door
that no onecan shutO Y oumay have what seem to be goodreasonswhy you should not
enter Dnotnow anyway. Youmay have to suffer reproach for the name of Christ (Heb
13:11-14). Thereisthefear of failure. Thereistherisk factor. But these thingspdeinto
inggnificance. If itishewhohas opened thedoa, you ssimply cannotdo better than to enter.



