5 Augug 2007
The Indestructible Kingdom
Reading: Daniel 2:24-35

Have you ever felt somewha overawed by an impressive example of human pormp or
ingenuity? It may have been amilitary parade or areally striking piece of architecture, a
massive building or a carefully orchestrated ceremony. 1t@ easy to feel indgnificant in the
face of earthly power. It certainly can seem that the course of current events and the outcome
of history are in steady human hands

If we sometimes feel like this, jug imagine how some youngJewish captives felt in the mog
impressive MeathenQand of thar day. Here, at the apex of humen civilization, the name of

Y ahweh, the God of Isragl, was nothonaed. Thequestionsthey may well have asked are the
same questionswe could ask in today@ humanistic world. Is God in control of this world in
the present and will he actually determine the outcome of history? These questionsare
addressed in wha, to my mind, is oneof the key chaptersin the Old Testament.

The accountbefore usinvolves the mog powerful monach of theday (and, indeed, oneof
themog powerful kingsof theandent world) and ayoungJewish exile. Thestorylineis
captivating as we follow the fortunes of Daniel in the court of King Nebuchadnezzar. But, as
we shdl seg, it isthe content of the dream herecounts and interprets tha is mind-blowing.

Asintriguing asthestory is, ourfocuswill be onthe content of the dream, its interpretation
anditssignificance. It has something vital to say to ustoday.

Here@ how | plan to approach the chapter:

» First | shdl set thesceneand briefly describe the events tha lead to therecouning of
thedream and its interpretation.

= Thenweare gangto examineKing Nebucadnezzar@ dream (and especially
Daniel@ interpretation of it).

» Having determined its meaning, we are going to see how God is bringing it to
fulfillment right now.

= Andthen, we are goingto hear therelevant word it speaksto ustoday.

I THE PERSPECTIVE GOD GIVESUSMORE THAN ALLAYSANY
MISGIVINGSWE MAY HAVE ABOUT HISCONTROL OF PRESENT AND
FUTURE EVENTS
First, let® appreciate the setting.

A. Thereishigh dramain the Babylonian court.
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Asthechagpter opens thespotlightis ontheking of the mightiest empire in the
andentworld. But, as Shakespeare® Henry 1V said, QUneasy lies the head that wears
acrown.O Itisearly in Nebuchadnezzar@ reign. He has foundit necessary to send
his armies to the extremities of the empire to ensure tha they pay tribute.’ Thekingis
distraughtbecause of a disturbing dream hehas had for which no onecan give him an
interpretation.

Nebuchadnezzar® ultimatum

Unde such circumstances, it is not surprising that a man should have nightmares.
But onedream troubled him so much tha heresorted to unprecedented action. It
appears, onthe surface, tha he could not actudly remember the contents of his
dream. He summonsa groupof religiousadvisers, described here as Gnagicians,
enchanters, sorcerers and astrologasO(2:2). That, in itself, was notunusid, buthe
indststhat they first recount the dream and then interpret it. Of course, it is posible
tha he could notremember the ddails of thedream, butit is morelikely tha he asked
themagiciansfirst to recountthe dream and then to interpret it because hewas
seeking an authentic interpretation. Theinterpretation of dreams was a highly
developel art and there were detailed booksexplaining the symbolism of dreams.?
Wha@ more, the magicianswould beindined to give the powerful monach a
favorable interpretation. So Nebudhadnezzar not only ingsts tha they recountthe
dream butheaso Qipsthe ante® Af you do nottell me wha my dream was and
interpret it, 1 will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of
rubble.O On the other hand, Of you tell me thedream and explain it, youwill receive
from me gifts and rewards and great honotO(2:5-6).

Clearly heis aware tha he has seen something of immense importance and heis
convinced tha it hasacrudal bearingon him and hisreign. Thelast thingheneedsis
acontrived interpretation. Convinced tha the diviners are playing for time, the
incensed king issues a decree that all the Qvise menGof Babylon are to be executed.

Enter Daniel

Daniel and three of his compatriots had been removed from Israel by
Nebucadnezzar@ armies and concripted into service in theroyd court of Babylon.
He and his friendswere clearly out of their comfort zonein aforeignland and had to
navigae thar way throughatricky situationrelative to foodtha was notkosher
(chepter 1).

Not surprisingly, they were nat pat of theinne circle of diviners and had not been
conallted, butthey were induded in the sentence. Arioch, thecommande of the
king@guard, isindructed to carry outthesentence. Assoonas Arioch explainsthe
situaionto him, Daniel pleadsfor time to interpret thedream. Unlike themagicians

! Joyce G. Baldwin, Daniel: An Introduction and Commentary (Leicester: inter-Varsity Press, 1978), 86.
2 Tremper Longman |11, Daniel: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999), 74.
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who said that it was impossible to comply with theking® unreasonable request, he
undetakes to seek an interpretation of the dream.

1. God@® Sovereignty
All tha we know of Daniel indines usto theview that herecognized God®
handisin theseries of events. Accordingly, he explained the matter to his
three friendsand urged them to pray tha God would revea the mystery.
During the night the mystery was revealed to Dani€l in avision. His songof
praise is indicative of his recognition of God@ sovereignty. They may beina
foreign land in which there are congant remindes of human might and
prestige, but Gvisdom and powerObdongto God; he changes times and
seasons; he sets up kingsand depoges themO(2:21).

2. Disclaimer
After notifying Arioch that heis able to interpret the dream, Daniel is ushered
into the presence of theking. Standing before themod powerful man on
earth, heis courteousbut ungpologeic. Theauthor draws our attentionto
God@ prerogdive in revealing mysteries, in stark contrast with theignarance
of themagicians

No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to theking
themystery he has asked about, butthere isa Godin heaven who
reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will
happen in daysto come (2:27-28).

3. The Dream and ItsInterpretation
Daniel @ description of Nebuchadnezzar@ dream is clear and detailed.
Imagine Nebuchadnezzar@ reaction. | can see him there, with mouth open, as
Daniel recounts theddails and then provides the interpretation.

He fals prodrate before Daniel and pays him hona and orders tha an
offering and incense be presented to him. CBurely your God is the God of
godsand the Lord of kingsand arevealer of mysteries, for you were able to
reveal this mysteryO(2:46-47).

Hereisthemos powerful pagan in theworld lying prodrate before an exiled
Jew. Inthewordsof Trempe Longman: CChills of excitement and flames of
hopewill rise in the hearts of those who identify with Daniel and his God.&

Such were the dramatic events that providetheframework for this amazing
revelation. Inthemselvesthey are thrilling, but theinterpretation of the dream
itself is, as | said, of major significance.

% Tremper Longman |11, Daniel, 84.



IN A MOST GRAPHIC PORTRAYAL, GOD GIVESUSAN INSIGHT INTO
WHERE THISWORLD IS GOING.

The Contents of the Dream

1 Theirony of theimposng statue
Daniel makesit clear at the outset tha the dream has to do with the future
(2:29). Agan hediverts attention from himself (2:30).

(Here,Osays Daniel, Os what you saw.O There before you stoodalarge
statue--an enomousdazzling statue, awesome in appearance.O Its head was
made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its bdly and thighsof bronze,
itslegsof ironand its feet partly of ironand partly of baked clay. Ironically,
this awe-ingiring statue is standing on ungeady feet (2:31-33).

2. The Marvd of the Supernatural Rock
Attention shifts momentarily to Garodk, cut outbut not by human hand<O
(2:34). Thisunusud description, madein terms of negation, isloaded with
significance. We now have aplot. Therock comes hurtling throughtheair
and strikes the statue on its feet which, on accountof the strangeamalgam, are
brittle and fragile. Thefeet are smashed and fromthelegsof ironto the head
of gold, the statue collapses. One can undeastand thefeet coming apart, but as
it fallsthemetals are smultaneoudy broken to pieces, become like chaf ona
threshing floor and the wind sweepsthem away Quithoutleaving atrace.O

But, even more strangdy, Qherodk that struck thestatue became a huge
mountain andfilled thewhole earth((2:35).

The Interpretation of the Dream

Theinterpretationis as clear asthedescription. Nebudhadnezzar is himself the head
of gold. God himsalf has given him dominion. After him a second kingdomwill
arise, and athird andafourth. As powerful asthefourth is (represented by iron), it is
adivided kingdom

On thetime of those kings the God of heaven will set up akingdan tha will never
be destroyed, nor will it beleft to another people. It will crush all those kingdons and
bring them to an end, butit will itself endure foreverO(2:44).

1. The debatable details
Asyou can imagine some interpreters have had afield day with the details of
thedream. Mog identify thekingdons as the Babylonian, Medo-Persian,
Greek and Roman. Othersbdieve tha thesilver refersto the Median, the
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bronze to the Persian Empire and theironto the Greek Empire. We should not
go beyond Scripture itself in attributing significance to thefact that there are
two legsandten toes. (If the statue was of a human body,then onemight
expect to findtwo legsandten toes). The statue represents human

goveanment as such (of which Nebudchadnezzar was the current
representative), no matter how we identify the respective metals.*

By theway, we should have no problem with theidea tha God, who of course
knows thefuture, could reveal it in advance through Daniel. Themoment you
bring God into thepicture, this kind of prediction becomes possible.

2. Theincontestable essentials
But it would be a mistake to get hungup onthe precise historical details or to
countthetoes and attempt to demondrate how this has or will play out in
history. Theessentia truth is both unmistakable and wondefully
encouraging: Theimposng statue is standing on ungeady feet. It looks
impressive butit isflawed at its base. It represents human ingenuity and
containsthevery best mankind can produce. Such are the kingdorns of the
world. Thestatue standstall, butit has feet tha are a mixture of iron and clay.
It can topple at any time, butit does notfall untl arock Gxut out butnot by
human handstrikes the statue onits feet and smashes them. Then thewhole
statue comes tumbling down. It notonly collapses, but it is pulverized and
swept away by thewind withou leaving atrace.

Ordinarily, rocks are inanimate objects but this rodk grows and becomes and
hugemountain andfills thewhole earth. (Y ou can see why Nebuchadnezzar
was a tad perplexed by his dramatic dream!)

Theessentias of theinterpretation are clear enouch: On thetime of those
kings the God of heaven will set up akingdomthat will never be destroyed,
norwill it beleft to another people. 1t will crush al those kingdons and bring
them to an end, but it will itself endure foreverO(2:44).

If thisisall we had, we could condudetha God himself would establish akingdom
tha replaces all earthly kingdons and that this would hgppen in hisgoodtime. But,

[ FROM WHERE WE SIT, WE CAN SEE EVEN MORE THAN THAT.
A. The kingdom hascome
Thedetails have become clear for we have seen the inauguration of thekingdom We

know tha the kingdomis centered in theKing and we now undestand why therock
in Nebudhadnezzar@ dream was said to be Gzut out, but not by human hand<0(2:34).

* Note that the statue fell and the kingdoms disintegrated simultaneously. Thisshould caution us against
assigning a specific historical significance to every detail.



B. A fulfillment that surpasses our expectations
Indeed, thefulfillment is even more wondeful than we could have imagined.

1. Psalm 118
In agreat messianic psalm, recited at the Feast of Tabernacles, we read:

The stonethe builders rejected has become the capstone the
LORD has donethis, and it ismarvelousin our eyes (Ps 11822-
23).

2. Applied by the New Testament writersto Jesus
The New Testament writers have no hesitationin applying this to Jesus
When questioned by the Sanhedrin aboutthe healing of alame man, Peter
declares unequivocaly,

Ot is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crudfied butwhomGod raised fromthe dead, tha this man
standsbefore you healed. He isthestonethebuilders rejected
which has become the capgone Salvationisfourd in noone
else, for thereis no other name unde heaven given to men by
which we musg be savedO(Acts 4:10-12; cf. Isa 8:14; 28:16;
Rom 9:33;1 Pet 2:6-8).

So theingpired authors of Scripture apply this reference to Jesus

3. Applied by Jesusto himself
But, mog significantly, Jesusapplied it to himself. Hetold a parable about
God®@kingdom A man plants avineyard and rentsit outto tenants. The
tenants not only refuse to pay the owner hisrental but mistreat his servants and
ultimately kill his son. JesusOaudience is shodked by the audacity and the
brutality of thoge tenants and say, May this never be O Jesuslooks directly at
them and asks, Orhen wha is the meaning of that which is written,

The stonethe builders rejected has become the capstone
Everyonewhofalls on tha stonewill be broken to pieces, but
he on whomit fallswill be crushedO(Luke20:17-18).

It certainly seems that the Lord is alluding to Daniel 2 aswell as Ps
118andisa8:14.
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Longmen asks the question, Whois the rock?OHe admits that theanawer is
multifaceted, butadds (Readers of the New Testament cannothep butthink
of Jesus Christ as therock who establishes God®kingdom$

C. Here® how it happens

1. When Jesus came, the kingdom came. \When he addressed his opponets, he
said, Of | drive outdemonsby the Spirit of God, then the kingdomof God has
come uponyouOQ (Mt 12:28). In fact, he could say, GFrom the days of John
the Baptist until now, the kingdomof God has been forcefully advandngOMt
11:12). He explained tha thekingdam islike amugard seed Bsmall in its
beginning, butit grows into thelargest of garden plants and becomes atree
(Matt 13:31, 32). Itislike yeast; asmall quantity causes alarge amountof
flourtorise (Matt.13:33).

2. S0 the process is already underway tha will lead to the demise of the statue.
Therock Qut outof amountin, butnotby humen handOwill notonly bring
those kingdons to an end, Ot will itself endure foreverO(2:45).°

3. It isaso clear as we read the New Testament that we still await the coming of
the kingdom in its fullness (2 Tim 4:1, 18). When Jesus ascendeal, hewas
seated at God@right hand far above al rule and authority, power and
dominion and every titletha can be given not only in the present age but also
in theoneto come. And God placed all thingsunder his feetO(Eph 1:21-22).
We are told tha theend will come when he handsthe kingdomto God the
Fathe after he has destroyed all dominion authority and power. For hemust
reignuntl he has putall his enemies unde his feetO(1 Cor 15:24-25).

A% THISDREAM HASIMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS FOR USTODAY

All this may beinteresting, but how exactly does this dream that God gave to King
Nebudhadnezzar six hunded years BC affect ustoday?

| can think of five important implications | shdl smply list them and comment
briefly on each withouttoo much elaboration.

A. Thereisan implicit note of caution.

We are left in no doubtaboutthelimitation of human authority. No matter how
impressive or indestructible the present order may seem, it is flimsy and vulnerable.
God has ordained human government (2:37-38; cf. Rom 13:1). Even abad
government is preferable to anarchy. As Christians we are to pray for our
govanment (1 Tim 2:1-8). We areto respect and submit, unless of course the state

® Tremper Longman 11, Daniel, 91.
® We note that in proclaiming the gospel the apostles were speaking about the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3;
8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31; Rom 14:17; 1 Cor 4:20; Rev 1.9).
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commandsusto dowha God forbidsor forbidsusto dowha God commands But
we recognize the provisiond nature of any political order. The statuelooks
impressive, butit will topple.

This dream conditutes as an important reminde that we are citizens of another
kingdom (Here we do not have an enduiing cityO(Heb 13:14). We cannotever be
unoonditiondly aligned with the current order, no matter how congenial it may seem.

Thereisan explicit messageof encour aganent.

We need bein no doubtaboutthe coming of thekingdom Therock cut out of the
mountin, but not by human hands is destined to fill thewhole earth. Thekingdom
is both universal--it fillsthewhole earth, and it is eternd--it will endure forever. The
words of Hebrews 12 come to mind: GBince we are receiving a kingdan tha cannot
be shaken, let usbethankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and
aveO(Heb 12:28).

It doesn®matter how secure the present order looks or how menacing it may seem, it
will disappear withouttrace. Asthose who are oriented to God@® pemanent
kingdom we can take heart.

Thereisan inclusive word of invitation.

We need bein no doubtaboutour citizenship in thiskingdom We aretold exactly
what thecriteriaare. No onehereisdisqudified from membership.

Ruth and | have applied for Canadian citizenship. Thisisagreat county. As
Permanent Residents we have all the privileges we need, except thefranchise and the
rightto carry a Canadian passport. But we like it here and we identify with the values
enshrined in the conditution. In applying for citizenship, we foundthe webste
extremely hdpful. It provided explicit directions And | was impressed by the
openness of the county to immigrants. There are reasonable conditionsbutthese are
notexclusonay. | gotthefeeling tha, while there was no coercion, Immigration
Canadawanted me to apply!

It is thesame with thekingdomof God. It asthough the King has prepared a
wedding banque for his Son. The servants were sent out to extend theinvitation
even to people who were notontheorigind guest list (Matt 22: 1-14). We become
citizensof thekingdomthrougha relationship with the King. Hetellsuswha is
necessary: ONo onecan see the kingdomof God unless heis bom againO(John 3:3).
Theinvitation is extended and we cannotsay we don®know what the criteria are.

There are enormous benefitsin the present.
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We need bein nodoubtaboutour current status  And we experience many of the
benefitstoday. Listen to how Paul describes our present postion. He says.

God has qudified usto share in theinheitance of the saintsin the kingdom of
light, for he has rescued usfromthedominion of darkness and broughtusinto
thekingdomof the Son heloves, in whomwe have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins(Col 1:12-13).

Tha® why hecan describe usas hers Dheirs of God and co-hdrs with ChristO
(Rom8: 17).

Thereisinevitably going to be some tension.

We are left in no doubtthat, as citizens of God@kingdom we shdl experience
pressure in the present. In onesensg, the statueis ill standing. After they had wona
large number of disciples onther first missionay joumey, Paul and Barnabas
revisited them and encouraged them to remain trueto thefaith. Qe must go through
many hardshipsto enter the kingdomof God Othey said (Acts 14:22).

If youdon®feel that tenson, somethingiswrong. Our citizenship isin heaven and
we eagely await a Savior fromthere (Phil 3:20). It isnot easy to be a committed
follower of Jesusin this present evil age Asthose who are attuned to God3
kingdom we are diensand strange's (1 Pet 2:11-12).

Conclusion

Isn®it something that all thoe years ago God should have given such a graphic pictureto a
heathen king and then showed Daniel precisaly the same reality and given him the
interpretation?

We know more of what it meanstoday!

| don®know aboutyou, but when | think of thelengthsto which God has goneto make me a
citizen of hisindestructible kingdom | am filled with gratitudeand motivated to action. In
the context of the coming of God® eternd kingdan, Peter urges usto beclear and
uncompromising in our alignment:

CBince everything will bedestroyed in thisway, what kind of people ought
youto be? Yououghtto live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the
day of God and speed its comingQ(2 Pet 3:11-12).



