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The Indestructible Kingdom 
 
Reading: Daniel 2:24-35 
 
Have you ever felt somewhat overawed by an impressive example of human pomp or 
ingenuity?  It may have been a military parade or a really striking piece of architecture, a 
massive building or a carefully orchestrated ceremony.  ItÕs easy to feel insignificant in the 
face of earthly power.  It certainly can seem that the course of current events and the outcome 
of history are in steady human hands. 
 
If we sometimes feel like this, just imagine how some young Jewish captives felt in the most 
impressive ÔheathenÕ land of their day.  Here, at the apex of human civilization, the name of 
Yahweh, the God of Israel, was not honored.  The questions they may well have asked are the 
same questions we could ask in todayÕs humanistic world.  Is God in control of this world in 
the present and will he actually determine the outcome of history?  These questions are 
addressed in what, to my mind, is one of the key chapters in the Old Testament. 
 
The account before us involves the most powerful monarch of the day (and, indeed, one of 
the most powerful kings of the ancient world) and a young Jewish exile.  The storyline is 
captivating as we follow the fortunes of Daniel in the court of King Nebuchadnezzar.  But, as 
we shall see, it is the content of the dream he recounts and interprets that is mind-blowing. 
  
As intriguing as the story is, our focus will be on the content of the dream, its interpretation 
and its significance.  It has something vital to say to us today.   
 
HereÕs how I plan to approach the chapter: 
 

 First I shall set the scene and briefly describe the events that lead to the recounting of 
the dream and its interpretation. 

 
 Then we are going to examine King NebuchadnezzarÕs dream (and especially 

DanielÕs interpretation of it). 
 

 Having determined its meaning, we are going to see how God is bringing it to 
fulfillment right now. 

 
 And then, we are going to hear the relevant word it speaks to us today. 

  
I  THE PERSPECTIVE GOD GIVES US MORE THAN ALLAYS ANY 

MISGIVINGS WE MAY HAVE ABOUT HIS CONTROL OF PRESENT AND 
FUTURE EVENTS 

 
First, letÕs appreciate the setting. 

 
A. There is high drama in the Babylonian court. 
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 As the chapter opens, the spotlight is on the king of the mightiest empire in the 
ancient world.  But, as ShakespeareÕs Henry IV said, ÒUneasy lies the head that wears 
a crown.Ó  It is early in NebuchadnezzarÕs reign.  He has found it necessary to send 
his armies to the extremities of the empire to ensure that they pay tribute.1  The king is 
distraught because of a disturbing dream he has had for which no one can give him an 
interpretation.   

 
B. NebuchadnezzarÕs ultimatum 
 
 Under such circumstances, it is not surprising that a man should have nightmares.  

But one dream troubled him so much that he resorted to unprecedented action.  It 
appears, on the surface, that he could not actually remember the contents of his 
dream.  He summons a group of religious advisers, described here as Òmagicians, 
enchanters, sorcerers and astrologersÓ (2:2).  That, in itself, was not unusual, but he 
insists that they first recount the dream and then interpret it.  Of course, it is possible 
that he could not remember the details of the dream, but it is more likely that he asked 
the magicians first to recount the dream and then to interpret it because he was 
seeking an authentic interpretation.  The interpretation of dreams was a highly 
developed art and there were detailed books explaining the symbolism of dreams.2  
WhatÕs more, the magicians would be inclined to give the powerful monarch a 
favorable interpretation.  So Nebuchadnezzar not only insists that they recount the 
dream but he also Ôups the anteÕ: ÒIf you do not tell me what my dream was and 
interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of 
rubble.Ó  On the other hand, Òif you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive 
from me gifts and rewards and great honorÓ (2:5-6). 

 
 Clearly he is aware that he has seen something of immense importance and he is 

convinced that it has a crucial bearing on him and his reign.  The last thing he needs is 
a contrived interpretation.  Convinced that the diviners are playing for time, the 
incensed king issues a decree that all the Ôwise menÕ of Babylon are to be executed.   

   
D. Enter  Daniel 
 
 Daniel and three of his compatriots had been removed from Israel by 

NebuchadnezzarÕs armies and conscripted into service in the royal court of Babylon.  
He and his friends were clearly out of their comfort zone in a foreign land and had to 
navigate their way through a tricky situation relative to food that was not kosher 
(chapter 1). 

 
 Not surprisingly, they were not part of the inner circle of diviners and had not been 

consulted, but they were included in the sentence.  Arioch, the commander of the 
kingÕs guard, is instructed to carry out the sentence.  As soon as Arioch explains the 
situation to him, Daniel pleads for time to interpret the dream.  Unlike the magicians 

                                                
1 Joyce G. Baldwin, Daniel: An Introduction and Commentary (Leicester: inter-Varsity Press, 1978), 86. 
2 Tremper Longman III, Daniel: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999), 74. 
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who said that it was impossible to comply with the kingÕs unreasonable request, he 
undertakes to seek an interpretation of the dream. 

   
 1. GodÕs Sovereignty 
 All that we know of Daniel inclines us to the view that he recognized GodÕs 

hand is in the series of events.  Accordingly, he explained the matter to his 
three friends and urged them to pray that God would reveal the mystery.  
During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision.  His song of 
praise is indicative of his recognition of GodÕs sovereignty.  They may be in a 
foreign land in which there are constant reminders of human might and 
prestige, but Òwisdom and powerÓ belong to God; Òhe changes times and 
seasons; he sets up kings and deposes themÓ (2:21). 

   
 2. Disclaimer 
 After notifying Arioch that he is able to interpret the dream, Daniel is ushered 

into the presence of the king.  Standing before the most powerful man on 
earth, he is courteous but unapologetic.  The author draws our attention to 
GodÕs prerogative in revealing mysteries, in stark contrast with the ignorance 
of the magicians.  

  
 ÒNo wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king 

the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who 
reveals mysteries.  He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will 
happen in days to come (2:27-28).   

 
 3. The Dream and I ts Interpretation 
 DanielÕs description of NebuchadnezzarÕs dream is clear and detailed.  

Imagine NebuchadnezzarÕs reaction.  I can see him there, with mouth open, as 
Daniel recounts the details and then provides the interpretation. 

 
 He falls prostrate before Daniel and pays him honor and orders that an 

offering and incense be presented to him.  ÒSurely your God is the God of 
gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to 
reveal this mysteryÓ (2:46-47). 

 
 Here is the most powerful pagan in the world lying prostrate before an exiled 

Jew.  In the words of Tremper Longman: ÒChills of excitement and flames of 
hope will rise in the hearts of those who identify with Daniel and his God.Ó3  

 
 Such were the dramatic events that provide the framework for this amazing 

revelation.  In themselves they are thrilling, but the interpretation of the dream 
itself is, as I said, of major significance. 

 
 

                                                
3 Tremper Longman III, Daniel, 84. 
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I I   IN A MOST GRAPHIC PORTRAYAL, GOD GIVES US AN INSIGHT INTO 

WHERE THIS WORLD IS GOING. 
 
A. The Contents of the Dream 
 
 1. The irony of the imposing statue 

 Daniel makes it clear at the outset that the dream has to do with the future 
(2:29).  Again he diverts attention from himself (2:30). 

 
 ÒHere,Ó says Daniel, Òis what you saw.Ó  There before you stood a large 

statue--an enormous dazzling statue, awesome in appearance.Ó  Its head was 
made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 
its legs of iron and its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay.  Ironically, 
this awe-inspiring statue is standing on unsteady feet (2:31-33). 

 
2. The Marvel of the Supernatural Rock  
 Attention shifts momentarily to Òa rock, cut out but not by human handsÓ 

(2:34).  This unusual description, made in terms of negation, is loaded with 
significance.  We now have a plot.  The rock comes hurtling through the air 
and strikes the statue on its feet which, on account of the strange amalgam, are 
brittle and fragile.  The feet are smashed and from the legs of iron to the head 
of gold, the statue collapses.  One can understand the feet coming apart, but as 
it falls the metals are simultaneously broken to pieces, become like chaff on a 
threshing floor and the wind sweeps them away Òwithout leaving a trace.Ó  

 
 But, even more strangely, Òthe rock that struck the statue became a huge 

mountain and filled the whole earthÓ (2:35).  
 
B. The Interpretation of the Dream 
 
 The interpretation is as clear as the description.  Nebuchadnezzar is himself the head 

of gold.  God himself has given him dominion.  After him a second kingdom will 
arise, and a third and a fourth.  As powerful as the fourth is (represented by iron), it is 
a divided kingdom. 

 
 ÒIn the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never 

be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people.  It will crush all those kingdoms and 
bring them to an end, but it will itself endure foreverÓ (2:44). 

 
 1. The debatable details  
 As you can imagine, some interpreters have had a field day with the details of 

the dream.  Most identify the kingdoms as the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, 
Greek and Roman.  Others believe that the silver refers to the Median, the 
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bronze to the Persian Empire and the iron to the Greek Empire.  We should not 
go beyond Scripture itself in attributing significance to the fact that there are 
two legs and ten toes.  (If the statue was of a human body, then one might 
expect to find two legs and ten toes).  The statue represents human 
government as such (of which Nebuchadnezzar was the current 
representative), no matter how we identify the respective metals.4 

 
By the way, we should have no problem with the idea that God, who of course 
knows the future, could reveal it in advance through Daniel.  The moment you 
bring God into the picture, this kind of prediction becomes possible.   

 
 2. The incontestable essentials 

But it would be a mistake to get hung up on the precise historical details or to 
count the toes and attempt to demonstrate how this has or will play out in 
history.  The essential truth is both unmistakable and wonderfully 
encouraging: The imposing statue is standing on unsteady feet.  It looks 
impressive but it is flawed at its base.  It represents human ingenuity and 
contains the very best mankind can produce.  Such are the kingdoms of the 
world.  The statue stands tall, but it has feet that are a mixture of iron and clay.  
It can topple at any time, but it does not fall until a rock Òcut out but not by 
human handsÓ strikes the statue on its feet and smashes them.  Then the whole 
statue comes tumbling down.  It not only collapses, but it is pulverized and 
swept away by the wind without leaving a trace.   
 
Ordinarily, rocks are inanimate objects but this rock grows and becomes and 
huge mountain and fills the whole earth.  (You can see why Nebuchadnezzar 
was a tad perplexed by his dramatic dream!) 

 
 The essentials of the interpretation are clear enough: ÒIn the time of those 

kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, 
nor will it be left to another people.  It will crush all those kingdoms and bring 
them to an end, but it will itself endure foreverÓ (2:44).   

 
If this is all we had, we could conclude that God himself would establish a kingdom 
that replaces all earthly kingdoms and that this would happen in his good time.  But, 

 
I I I  FROM WHERE WE SIT, WE CAN SEE EVEN MORE THAN THAT. 
 
A. The kingdom has come 
 
 The details have become clear for we have seen the inauguration of the kingdom.  We 

know that the kingdom is centered in the King and we now understand why the rock 
in NebuchadnezzarÕs dream was said to be Òcut out, but not by human handsÓ (2:34).   

                                                
4 Note that the statue fell and the kingdoms disintegrated simultaneously.  This should caution us against 

assigning a specif ic historical signif icance to every detail. 
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B. A fulfillment that surpasses our  expectations 
 
 Indeed, the fulfillment is even more wonderful than we could have imagined. 
 
 1. Psalm 118 
  In a great messianic psalm, recited at the Feast of Tabernacles, we read:   
 
 The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the 

LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes (Ps 118:22-
23). 

 
2. Applied by the New Testament wr iters to Jesus 
 The New Testament writers have no hesitation in applying this to Jesus.  

When questioned by the Sanhedrin about the healing of a lame man, Peter 
declares unequivocally,  

 
 ÒIt is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 

crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man 
stands before you healed.  He is the stone the builders rejected 
which has become the capstone.  Salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be savedÓ (Acts 4:10-12; cf. Isa 8:14; 28:16; 
Rom 9:33;1 Pet 2:6-8). 

 
 So the inspired authors of Scripture apply this reference to Jesus.   
 
3. Applied by Jesus to himself 
 But, most significantly, Jesus applied it to himself.  He told a parable about 

GodÕs kingdom.  A man plants a vineyard and rents it out to tenants.  The 
tenants not only refuse to pay the owner his rental but mistreat his servants and 
ultimately kill his son.  JesusÕ audience is shocked by the audacity and the 
brutality of those tenants and say, ÒMay this never be!Ó  Jesus looks directly at 
them and asks, ÒThen what is the meaning of that which is written, 

 
 The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.  

Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but 
he on whom it falls will be crushedÓ (Luke 20:17-18). 

 
 It certainly seems that the Lord is alluding to Daniel 2 as well as Ps 

118 and Isa 8:14. 
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 Longman asks the question, ÒWho is the rock?Ó He admits that the answer is 
multifaceted, but adds, ÒReaders of the New Testament cannot help but think 
of Jesus Christ as the rock who establishes GodÕs kingdom.Ó5 

 
C. HereÕs how it happens 
 

1. When Jesus came, the kingdom came.  When he addressed his opponents, he 
said, ÒIf I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon youÓ  (Mt 12:28).  In fact, he could say, ÒFrom the days of John 
the Baptist until now, the kingdom of God has been forcefully advancingÓ (Mt 
11:12).  He explained that the kingdom is like a mustard seed Ð small in its 
beginning, but it grows into the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree 
(Matt 13:31, 32).  It is like yeast; a small quantity causes a large amount of 
flour to rise (Matt.13:33). 

 
2. So the process is already underway that will lead to the demise of the statue.  

The rock Òcut out of a mountain, but not by human handsÓ will not only bring 
those kingdoms to an end, Òit will itself endure foreverÓ (2:45).6 

 
3. It is also clear as we read the New Testament that we still await the coming of 

the kingdom in its fullness (2 Tim 4:1, 18).  When Jesus ascended, he was 
seated at GodÕs right hand far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion and every title that can be given not only in the present age but also 
in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feetÓ (Eph 1:21-22).  
We are told that the end will come when he hands the kingdom to God the 
Father after he has destroyed all dominion authority and power.  For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feetÓ (1 Cor 15:24-25). 

 
IV THIS DREAM HAS IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS FOR US TODAY 
 

All this may be interesting, but how exactly does this dream that God gave to King 
Nebuchadnezzar six hundred years BC affect us today? 

 
I can think of five important implications.  I shall simply list them and comment 
briefly on each without too much elaboration. 
 

A. There is an implicit note of caution. 
 
 We are left in no doubt about the limitation of human authority.  No matter how 

impressive or indestructible the present order may seem, it is flimsy and vulnerable.  
God has ordained human government (2:37-38; cf. Rom 13:1).  Even a bad 
government is preferable to anarchy.  As Christians, we are to pray for our 
government (1 Tim 2:1-8).  We are to respect and submit, unless of course the state 

                                                
5 Tremper Longman III, Daniel, 91. 
6 We note that in proclaiming the gospel the apostles were speaking about the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3; 

8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31; Rom 14:17; 1 Cor 4:20; Rev 1:9). 
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commands us to do what God forbids or forbids us to do what God commands.  But 
we recognize the provisional nature of any political order.  The statue looks 
impressive, but it will topple. 

 
 This dream constitutes as an important reminder that we are citizens of another 

kingdom.  ÒHere we do not have an enduring cityÓ (Heb 13:14).  We cannot ever be 
unconditionally aligned with the current order, no matter how congenial it may seem.  

 
 
B. There is an explicit message of encouragement. 
 
 We need be in no doubt about the coming of the kingdom.  The rock cut out of the 

mountain, but not by human hands, is destined to fill the whole earth.  The kingdom 
is both universal--it fills the whole earth, and it is eternal--it will endure forever.  The 
words of Hebrews 12 come to mind: ÒSince we are receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and 
aweÓ (Heb 12:28).  

 
 It doesnÕt matter how secure the present order looks or how menacing it may seem, it 

will disappear without trace.  As those who are oriented to GodÕs permanent 
kingdom, we can take heart. 

 
C. There is an inclusive word of invitation. 
 
 We need be in no doubt about our citizenship in this kingdom.  We are told exactly 

what the criteria are.  No one here is disqualified from membership.   
 
 Ruth and I have applied for Canadian citizenship.  This is a great country.  As 

Permanent Residents we have all the privileges we need, except the franchise and the 
right to carry a Canadian passport.  But we like it here and we identify with the values 
enshrined in the constitution.  In applying for citizenship, we found the website 
extremely helpful.  It provided explicit directions.  And I was impressed by the 
openness of the country to immigrants.  There are reasonable conditions but these are 
not exclusionary.  I got the feeling that, while there was no coercion, Immigration 
Canada wanted me to apply! 

 
 It is the same with the kingdom of God.  It as though the King has prepared a 

wedding banquet for his Son.  The servants were sent out to extend the invitation 
even to people who were not on the original guest list (Matt 22: 1-14).  We become 
citizens of the kingdom through a relationship with the King.  He tells us what is 
necessary: ÒNo one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born againÓ (John 3:3).  
The invitation is extended and we cannot say we donÕt know what the criteria are. 

 
D. There are enormous benefits in the present. 
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 We need be in no doubt about our current status.  And we experience many of the 
benefits today.  Listen to how Paul describes our present position.  He says:  

 
 God has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of 

light, for he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into 
the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins (Col 1:12-13).   

 
 ThatÕs why he can describe us as Òheirs Ð heirs of God and co-heirs with ChristÓ 

(Rom 8: 17). 
 
E. There is inevitably going to be some tension. 
 
 We are left in no doubt that, as citizens of GodÕs kingdom, we shall experience 

pressure in the present.  In one sense, the statue is still standing.  After they had won a 
large number of disciples on their first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas 
revisited them and encouraged them to remain true to the faith.  ÒWe must go through 
many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,Ó they said (Acts 14:22). 

 
 If you donÕt feel that tension, something is wrong.  Our citizenship is in heaven and 

we eagerly await a Savior from there (Phil 3:20).  It is not easy to be a committed 
follower of Jesus in this present evil age.  As those who are attuned to GodÕs 
kingdom, we are aliens and strangers (1 Pet 2:11-12). 

  
Conclusion 
IsnÕt it something that all those years ago God should have given such a graphic picture to a 
heathen king and then showed Daniel precisely the same reality and given him the 
interpretation?    
 
We know more of what it means today! 
 
I donÕt know about you, but when I think of the lengths to which God has gone to make me a 
citizen of his indestructible kingdom, I am filled with gratitude and motivated to action.  In 
the context of the coming of GodÕs eternal kingdom, Peter urges us to be clear and 
uncompromising in our alignment: 
 

ÒSince everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought 
you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the 
day of God and speed its comingÓ (2 Pet 3:11-12). 

 
 
  


