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18 February 2007 
 

ÒEphesus: The Or thodox Church that Forgot How to LoveÓ 
 

Revelation 2:1-7 
 
What if the Lord himself were to stand here this morning and address us directly?  Just as 
he addressed these seven churches in Asia.  Assuming that we were in no doubt about his 
identity, I am sure we would listen with rapt attention.  His word to us would take 
precedence over everything else. 
 
ÒBut,Ó you say, ÒThat doesnÕt happen today.Ó  Imagine if it did.  It would no doubt 
introduce a change or two into the service.  We may find that we need to revise the way 
we live and the way we Òdo churchÓ.  If weÕre honest, we may even admit that, at least in 
some ways, we are a trifle relieved that he doesnÕt address us in this direct manner today.   
 
But wait a moment!  In each of the messages to the seven churches, the risen Saviour 
says: ÒI know. . .Ó and proceeds to tell the church that he is fully aware of its position.  
Moreover, he sees beneath its outward circumstances.  With those kind but penetrating 
eyes, he looks beyond external appearances right into the church and assesses its true 
spiritual condition.  But have you noticed that each of these messages not only contains 
the words, ÒI knowÓ but also the exhortation: ÒHe who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.Ó  Now, the same Spirit is here, representing the same Lord.  
He sees each one of us and he knows our condition and our needs better than we ever 
could.  He knows us individually and he understands us corporately.   And because we 
are his children and his church, he wants to address us.  So, letÕs be as ready to hear as we 
would be if he were standing before us physically. 
 
Today we are examining his message to the church at Ephesus.  William Barclay wrote 
an excellent little book on the Messages to the Seven Churches.1  He wrote two chapters 
on each of the messages.  In the first he explained the condition that prevailed in the city 
and in the second he examined the message to the church.  What Barclay does so well is 
to demonstrate the correlation between the conditions prevailing in a city and the 
situation of the church in that city.  It is enlightening to see how a particular church was 
affected by its environment.  In each case, the church was impacted by the city in which 
it was located.  In some cases the mindset of the city seems to have rubbed off on the 
church to its detriment.  And, I dare say, the church would have been unaware of the 
extent to which it was conforming to the ÔspiritÕ of its city.  One has, of course to ask, 
whether we have unconsciously allowed our environment to Òsqueeze (us) into its 
mould,Ó as J. B. Phillips, put it in his paraphrase. (Rom 12:2)  Are there attitudes and 
modes of behaviour that we have picked up from the society in which we find ourselves?  
If so, we are probably the last people who will be able to recognise them. 
 

                                                
1 William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches (London: SCM Press, 1957) 
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I am going to approach this in a different way and combine information about the church 
with some details about the city.  Since each of the messages follows a similar format, I 
shall try to present this information in a slightly different way each week. 
 
1 THIS WAS A ÒFLAGSHIPÓ CHURCH WI TH A PROUD RECORD 
 

Imagine that the church at Ephesus was looking for a new Senior Pastor.  The 
Search Committee met, did some self-analysis and decided to place 
advertisements in the ÒWestern Asia Christian NewsÕ and in ÔChristianity 
YesterdayÕ (pardon the anachronisms).  They had been without a pastor for some 
time, so they wanted to make the advertisement look appealing in order to attract 
as many applicants as possible: 

 
Leading Church Seeks Exper ienced, Visionary Pastor 

 
!  This established church in the EmpireÕs fourth largest city is seeking an 

experienced, visionary Senior Pastor. 
!  Ephesus, the leading port on the coast of Asia, is a free city, and boasts 

magnificent buildings.  It also has a renowned library and is an esteemed banking 
centre.  It has good schools and is situated at the junction of three important trade 
routes. 

!  The successful applicant will have at least twenty years of pastoral experience, 
preferably in a cosmopolitan, urban setting. 

!  He will be a good teacher with thoroughly orthodox views. 
!  He will be well educated and familiar with contemporary currents of thought, and 

able to stand his ground in a Post-Platonic, pluralistic environment. 
!  He will have good leadership skills, since he will head up a highly motivated team 

of experienced and energetic volunteers. 
!  This prestigious pulpit has been occupied by a succession of great preacher-

teachers: notably Paul, Timothy and John. 
!  This flagship church offers good benefits. 
!  In addition to an up-to-date rŽsumŽ, the applicant must include a summary of his 

doctrinal position, specifying his views on the incarnation and his attitude towards 
sin in general and sexual morality in particular. 

 
After consideration, the Search Committee opted for a slightly more honest 
advertisement.  It added the following: 
 

!  From time to time there is an outbreak of persecution on account of our refusal to 
participate in the Imperial cult, and objections by the devotees of the goddess 
Artemis because of a fall-off in the sale of small shrines. 

!  The church has had its doctrinal battles, but is well over them now and has 
adopted a clear and unequivocally evangelical statement of faith.  Some divisive 
members with heretical views have left the church and not longer pose a threat to 
the doctrinal purity of the church. 
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!  The applicant must be emotionally robust since he may have to face occasional 
correction from long-standing members who can remember Paul, Apollos, Aquila 
and Priscilla and donÕt cope well with change. 

 
The advertisements (which are fictitious, by the way) give us an idea of what the church 
thought of itself.  It was a very active church with a proud history.  But neither the 
Òflagship advertisementÓ nor the augmented advertisement is all that important.  The only 
important opinion was that of the Lord.  What did he think of this church?  And what 
does he think of our church?  So letÕs examine what he had to say (and what he has to say 
to us today).  We wonÕt be considering each message in exactly the same way.  This 
morning I am going to take the statements one by one, since this gives us an idea of how 
important each statement is. 
 
I I  THIS CHURCH, LIKE OUR CHURCH, HAD A LOT GOING FOR IT 
 
A. ÒTo the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 
 
 This seems like a strange way to address a church.  Why write to Òthe angelÓ of 

the church in Ephesus?  There are essentially two possibilities here: 
 
 1. Some have suggested that because the word translated angel (angelos) 

 means messenger, it refers to the pastor, the presiding elder or bishop or 
 perhaps some representative from the church.2 

 
2. We do, however, have to respect the fact that wherever the word is used in 

the book it refers to angels in the usual sense of the word.  They are 
Òministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation.Ó (Heb 
1:14)  In a book that gives us some insight into the cosmic battle that is 
raging, it is not all that surprising that we should encounter angels.  What 
seems strange here is that the angel of the church should be addressed.  
This raises the possibility that churches have Òguardian angelsÓ.   

 
 In any event, the message was clearly intended for the church. Although the angel 

(singular) is addressed, it is clear that Òthe message to the angel is actually a 
message through the angel to the church.Ó3 

 
B. ÒThese are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and 

walks among the seven golden lampstands: 
 

1. In all of the messages, an aspect of the vision recorded in chapter one is 
selected and used to introduce the Lord.4  The choice is not incidental.  

                                                
2 It was not long before churches like this one had a monarchical bishop. 
3 Darrell W. Johnson, Discipleship on the Edge: An Expository Journey through the Book of Revelation 
(Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 2004), 53. 
 



Revelation Sermon Series - copyright Ellis AndrŽ 2007 
 

 4 

Writing to the leading church in the area, it is fitting that John draws 
attention to the LordÕs presence among all the churches (some or all of 
which were probably planted by the Ephesian church). (Acts 19:10) 

 
2. The verb translated ÒholdsÓ here (krate™) is usually followed by the 

genitive case.  It means to have hold of something.  This makes sense 
because if I take hold of a large object, I actually only hold a part of it in 
my hand.  But if the verb is followed by the accusative case, as it is in this 
instance, it means to hold the whole of an object in oneÕs hand.  The point 
is that he holds the angels and the churches they represent in the palm of 
his hand.  He is in complete control.5 

 
3. WhatÕs more, he walks among the seven golden lampstands.  When John 

described his vision in chapter one, he spoke of one like a son of man 
among (literally, in the middle of) the lampstands.  Here we are given 
further information.  He actually walks among the lampstands.  His 
movement among the churches implies his vigilance and his concern for 
each of the churches. 

 
C. 2I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance.  I know that you 

cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles 
but are not, and have found them false.   

 
1. This is quite a commendation.  The word translated hard work refers to 

strenuous labour, the kind of toil that exhausts.  This was not a church of 
shirkers.  On the contrary, the Ephesian Christians had put forward their 
very best efforts.  It is the all-seeing Lord who describes their work in this 
way and commends them for it.  Imagine if he were to stand before us and 
characterise what we have done for him in the way.   I, for one, would be 
highly honoured. 

 
2. WhatÕs more, they had persevered.  In the face of discouragement and 

danger, they had not thrown in the towel.  Actually, the perseverance 
described here is more than that.  It is not simply a passive patience that 
accepts and submits.  The word could be translated Òtriumphant fortitudeÓ.  
It is the kind of constancy that does not waver under extreme pressure.  It 
had not been an easy road for the Christians at Ephesus.  Paul had spent 
nearly three years there.  GodÕs blessing on his ministry was evident. (Acts 
19:8-12)   But where there is blessing there is likely to be opposition and 
indeed there was, so much so the Paul was advised by the disciples and the 
city officials to beat a hasty retreat. (Acts 19:28-31)  PaulÕs traveling 
companions were almost lynched. (Acts 19:32-41)  I am sure, given the 

                                                                                                                                            
4 In the last two messages reference is made to Òthe key of DavidÓ (linking with Òthe keys of death and of 
Hades) and Òthe Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of GodÕs creationÓ linking with 1:5) 
5 Barclay, Letters, 21 
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climate in Ephesus that this was not the end of it.  It was dangerous to be a 
Christian in that city.  John Stott highlights the true nature of Christian 
perseverance: ÒIt is one thing to grit our teeth and clench our fists with 
Stoical indifference, but quite another to smile in the face of adversity 
with Christian love.Ó6  They had experienced extreme pressure and the 
Lord comments favourably on their strength and constancy.  It was the 
kind of resolute determination that caused their opponents to shake their 
heads in disbelief.  How would you feel to hear a commendation like that 
from your risen Lord? 

 
3. In addition, they had to face a danger even more menacing than the 

opposition of the fanatically pro-Artemis mob.  Some thirty-five years 
before, when he was on his way to Jerusalem, Paul had stopped at Miletus 
about fifty kilometres to the south of Ephesus.  He had summoned the 
Ephesian elders.  In a moving farewell address, he sounded an ominous 
note: ÒI know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you 
and will not spare the flock.  Even from your own number men will arise 
and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.Ó (Acts 
20:29-30) 

 
 It had happened just as he predicted.  If you read JohnÕs first letter, you 

can see that some impressive teachers had distorted the gospel. (1 John 
2:19; 4:1-6)   But the church at Ephesus had heeded PaulÕs warning and 
resisted these false prophets.  They tested those who claimed to be 
apostles but are not, and found them to be false. This was an orthodox 
church, a church that contended Òfor the faith that was once for all 
entrusted to the saints.Ó (Jude 3)  Interestingly, the church retained its 
commitment to doctrinal purity.  Bishop Ignatius of Antioch wrote to them 
at the beginning of the second century: ÒYou live according to the truth, 
and no heresy has a home among you; indeed you do not so much as listen 
to anyone if they speak of anything except concerning Jesus Christ in 
truth.Ó7 

 
What a splendid church!  Their loyalty to the Lord was evident from their hard 
work in his service, their perseverance under pressure and their stand for the truth 
of the gospel.  To cap it all, the Lord says: You have persevered and have endured 
hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.Ó  Now, that is a record any 
church could be proud of.  And it is not their self-assessment.  It is the verdict of 
the all-seeing Lord.  Could he say such things about us? 
 
 

                                                
6 John Stott, What Christ Thinks of the Church: An Exposition of Revelation 1-3 (Grand Rapids: Baker, 
2003), 29. 
7 Ibid., 26. 
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D. Then, after this heart-warming commendation, the Lord puts his finger on a 
condition so serious that it threatened the very existence of the church. 

 
 4Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.     

 
1.  What exactly did he mean by this? 
 

(a) Did he mean that, for all their hard work, perseverance and 
orthodoxy, they had broken the first commandment: ÒYou shall 
have no other gods before meÓ?  It is far more likely that he was 
comparing their present condition with their previous condition.  
For all their discipline and effort, something is missing that was 
previously there.  In the words of John Stott, ÒThey had fallen from 
the early heights of their devotion and had descended to the plains 
of mediocrity.Ó8 

 
(b) Was the Lord referring to their love for him or their love for one 

another?  ThereÕs a simple answer to that question.  We are to love 
the Lord our God with all our heart and soul and mind and our 
neighbour as ourselves.Ó (Mt 22:34-40; Deut 6:5)  In his first letter, 
John makes it abundantly clear that it is simply impossible to love 
God without loving our fellow believers. (1 John 4:19-21)  For that 
matter, our love cannot be confined to ÒinsidersÓ either. (Mt 5:43-
48)  

 
(c) One thinks here of a romantic relationship that was once exciting.   

There are some poignant pictures in the Old Testament that depict 
Israel as a wife that had fallen out of love and broken the heart of 
her divine Lover. (Ezek 16:8; Jer 2:2)  Perhaps the most moving of 
all is the picture given us in Hosea.  God uses the prophetÕs own 
heartache at the unfaithfulness of his wife to depict the pain he felt 
on account of IsraelÕs unfaithfulness.  The nation had not just 
broken his commandments; they had broken his heart. (Hosea 
2:14-16, 19-20) 

 
(d) Imperceptibly the Ephesian Christians had substituted work and 

orthodoxy for the heart-felt love they once knew.  Their 
Christianity had become a way of life.  In terms of external 
behaviour, you could not fault them.  Outwardly everything was 
the same, or so it seemed.  But there had been a subtle shift.  If left 
unchecked, this shift would result in catastrophe.   

 
 Could this describe your condition or mine, this morning?  We 

know more than we once did.  WeÕre still active in the LordÕs 

                                                
8 Ibid., 27. 
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service.  In fact, weÕre busier than ever.  We have our doctrine 
worked out and the years have brought a consistency into our lives.  
Seasoned, mature, orthodox hard-working Christians!  But what 
about our first love?  Do the words of William CowperÕs hymn 
strike a chord deep down within? 

 

Where is the blessedness I knew, 
When first I saw the Lord? 
Where is the soul refreshing view 
Of Jesus and His Word? 

What peaceful hours I once enjoyed! 
How sweet their memory still! 
But they have left an aching void 
The world can never fill.  

 
2. More importantly, what can we do about it? 

 

  5Remember the height from which you have fallen!      
  Repent and do the things you did at first. 
 
  (a) Remember  
 This is certainly not a nostalgic longing for the good old days.  

Such wistfulness would not only be unhelpful; it would also be 
counter-productive.  It almost implies that we have given up on the 
present and find it more congenial to look at the past through rose-
tinted glasses.  No, this is a constructive recollection.  It is 
allowing a realistic reflection on the past to comment on the 
present.  It is an honest acknowledgement that, in the most serious 
sense of all, I have backslidden.  

 
  (b) Repent 

LetÕs strip the word of the accretions that have attached themselves 
to it.  To repent means to change oneÕs mind and to take whatever 
action is required.  It need not necessarily be accompanied by 
buckets of tears.  Neither does it have to mean that we beat 
ourselves up mercilessly.  It means that we acknowledge that 
things are wrong, see the gravity of the situation, feel genuinely 
sorry about it and determine, with GodÕs help, to put things right.  
If, for whatever reason, you have lost your first love, it stands to 
reason that you will never regain it unless you acknowledge that 
itÕs happened.  Instead, youÕll pile on the church work in a 
desperate attempt to prove to yourself that all is well.  You may 
find a new heresy to attack or enrol for a course in doctrine.  If 
your problem is that you have forsaken your first love, these 
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measures, good as they may be in themselves, will only exacerbate 
the situation.  Remember!  Repent, and . . .  

 
(c)  Do the works you did at first.   
 On the surface, this sounds a little puzzling!  They had kept 

working.  ÒDoing worksÓ was not their problem.  They had Ònot 
grown weary.Ó  The Lord had commended them for that.  I think 
the answer lies in the often overlooked fact that we can never 
accomplish by dogged devotion to duty what we accomplish by the 
spontaneous enthusiasm of love. 

 
 Think of your courting days.  Perhaps the person of your dreams 

lived miles away.  But you didnÕt begrudge the travel: ÒOh no, IÕve 
got to visit her again tonight!Ó or ÒAh, heÕs coming over again; I 
wish heÕd give me some space.Ó  ItÕs amazing the lengths to which 
we go when we are in love.  And itÕs a pleasure, not a burden. 

 
 In the church I attended as a teenager, we had a pastor who was 

both godly and brave.  Our youth committee approached him and 
asked him if we could conduct a Òyouth crusadeÓ in the church.  It 
would be well advertised and would run Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday evenings.  He agreed and encouraged us.  A member of the 
committee would be the speaker on each of the nights.  As the time 
approached the other two speakers pulled out, leaving me with all 
three nights.  I was in my final year at high school.  And, was I 
nervous?   What terrified me most was the invitation.  When I got 
to the end of the sermon and issued an invitation, I could not see 
anyone responding (in a church where people responded 
regularly). 

 
 The first night arrived.  With fear and trepidation, I made the 

appeal and to my amazement several people responded.  It was a 
thrilling and a humbling experience for me. The first to respond 
was a big guy in his twenties who came right from the back of the 
church.  In our planning we had decided that we would ensure that 
there was follow up.  Well, I volunteered to follow up this young 
the very next week. 

 
 I was still at school and had no transport.  I discovered that he 

lived on the other side of the city.  This would entail catching a bus 
into the city centre and then another bus to the other end of the 
sprawling city (and the return journey, of course), and spending 
some of my meagre allowance (most teenagers think their 
allowance is meagre) to traipse across the city.  So I grunted and 
groaned all the way, looking down at what was left of my pocket 
money and mumbling under me breath about the distance and the 
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time waste. No!  Of course, not!  This was the most exciting bus 
ride of my life.  I was delighted.  IÕd had the great privilege of 
seeing a person coming to spiritual birth and now I was about to 
witness his first few steps.  There was a song in my heart.  The 
time flew.  This was joy unspeakable.  All the way there I was 
asking for wisdom and all the way back I was praising God for his 
wonderful grace.   

 
 They were still working hard at Ephesus, but now it probably felt 

like hard work.  They had not grown weary.  Perhaps they werenÕt 
even feeling some fatigue.  But something of the spontaneity had 
gone.  The works were still there but dutiful drudgery is a poor 
substitute for spontaneous enthusiasm.   

 
E. There follows a most alarming warning: 
 
 5If you do not repent, I  will come to you and remove your lampstand from its 
 place.Ó 
 
 This sounds serious.  The Lord of the Church threatens to take this excellent 

church out of existence!  It had only one blemish on an otherwise outstanding 
record, yet he threatens to remove its lampstand.  This seems a little harsh.  But 
the saddest thing that can happen is not the disappearance of a church that has 
forgotten how to love.  The saddest thing is the continuance of a church that 
presents the world with a caricature of Christianity. 

 
 Instead of winsomeness, onlookers see self-satisfaction and censoriousness.  

Instead of adorning the gospel, we make it seem unattractive.  When love is gone, 
we may be hard-working and orthodox, but we are ungracious and joyless.  
Religiosity without love can be repulsive.  When a church is into labour without 
love and correctness without compassion, it is better that it ceases to exist.  The 
light has stopped shining so why must a lampstand stay in its place as a useless 
ornament?  It is better for it to disappear.  The Lord is always able to raise up an 
authentic witness for himself.  The church at Ephesus was not there yet, but the 
subtle slide had started.  And the Lord, who loves his church, speaks a timely 
word.  Judging by the letter that Bishop Ignatius of Antioch wrote to the church 
several years later, the Ephesian church heeded the LordÕs word.  Ignatius was 
full of praise for the church.  Its lampstand remained firmly in place! 

 
 Probably the saddest of all things is when a church continues to go through the 

motions after the Lord has actually removed the lampstand.  The building is there; 
the pastors are there, the people are there, the procedures are there; it looks like 
the church is still in place, but thereÕs no light because the love is gone and the 
lampstand has been removed.9   

                                                
9 Passages like 1 Cor 13 and 1 John 3:11-20 underline the indispensability of love. 
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F. 6But you have this in your favour: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, 
 which I also hate. 
 
 Since the Nicolaitans reappear at Pergamum, we shall have a closer look at them 

there.  Here let me say that this was probably a group of teachers that attempted to 
justify immorality on theological grounds. 

 
G. Here comes the promise. 
 
 7He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  To  him 
 who overcomes, I  will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in 
 the paradise of God. 
 
 There are two matters we need to note in this verse: 
 

1. The ÔovercomerÕ here is not a special category of Christian.  This is GodÕs 
intention for all of us.  Listen to John in his first letter.  He speaks about 
the forces that are lined up against God and therefore against us, and he 
says: 

 
 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, 

because the one who is in you is greater than the one in the 
world . . .  Everyone born of God overcomes the world.  
This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our 
faith.  Who is it that overcomes the world?  Only he who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God. (1 John 4:4; 5:4-5) 

 
In other words, the appeal and the promise are to the ordinary 
Christian.  The Lord is telling us to live as Christians should and 
his promise is to all Christians.  

 
2. The reference to the tree of life is significant. 
 

(a) In the first three chapters of the Bible, we encounter two special 
trees: the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. (Gen 2:8-9)  Significantly, when our ancestors disobeyed God 
and received the sentence of death, the way to the tree of life was 
guarded by cherubim with flaming swords.  We were not permitted 
to eat from the tree of life and therefore to live forever in our fallen 
state. (Gen 3:21-24) 

 
(b) We do not hear of this tree again until we read of it here.  But we 

see it again in the last chapter of the Revelation.10  In the perfect 

                                                
10 There is, however, a picture of a similar scene in Ezekiel 47. 
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new world, John sees the river of the water of life, as clear as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb.  It flows 
down the great boulevard of the city.  On each side of the river 
stands the tree of life.  The tree in the Garden of Eden seems now 
to be a grove of trees.  It bears twelve crops of fruit, yielding its 
fruit every month.  Its leaves are for the healing of the nations. 
(Rev 22:1-5) 

 
  Whatever was lost when we fell is regained Ð and more.  ThatÕs 

 what we have to look forward to.  In his first letter, John spoke of 
 the love that God has lavished upon us: ÒNow we are children of 
 God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.  But we 
 know that when he appears we shall be like him for we shall see 
 him as he is.Ó (1 John 3:2) 

 
Conclusion 
What a letter!  There is commendation; there is a warning; there is a glorious promise.  
Of course, the Ephesian Christians could have protested and so might we.  I have a 
feeling that if someone had asked them before they received the message: ÒDo you love 
the Lord?Ó they would have answered without hesitation, ÒWhy, of course!Ó  But the one 
who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands 
revealed the true state of affairs.  His penetrating eyes saw right into their hearts and the 
sharp double-edged sword proceeding from his mouth cut deep.  And, as we said at the 
outset, his opinion is the only one that really counts. 

 
It may be that the risen Lord, by his ever-present Spirit is saying to us as a church or to 
you and me, as his beloved children, that we have forsaken our first love.  If he is, it is 
because he cares.  He cares more than we could ever know. 
 
Please listen to the words of a most appropriate hymn.11  It commences with the believer 
addressing himself/herself: 
 
Hark, my soul, it is the Lord; 
ÔTis thy Saviour hear his word; 
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee, 
ÔSay poor sinner lovÕst thou me?Õ 
 
In the next four stanzas, the Lord addresses us: 
 
I delivered thee when bound, 
And when bleeding healed thy wound; 
Sought thee wandÕring, set thee right, 
Turned thy darkness into light. 
 

                                                
11 This hymn, like the one cited earlier, was by William Cowper. 



Revelation Sermon Series - copyright Ellis AndrŽ 2007 
 

 12 

 
Can a womanÕs tender care  
Cease toward the child she bare? 
Yes, she may forgetful be, 
Yet will I remember thee. 
 
Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above, 
Deeper than the depths beneath, 
Free and faithful, strong as death. 
 
Thou shalt see my glory soon, 
When the work of grace is done, 
Partner of my throne shalt be; 
Say, poor sinner, lovÕst thou me? 
 
In the final stanza, we respond to our loving Lord: 
 
Lord, it is my chief complaint 
That my love is weak and faint; 
Yet I love Thee, and adore; 
O for grace to love Thee more. 
(William Cowper) 
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