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4 February 2007

OLook Who@in ChargeO
Reading: Revelation 1:1-8

Introduction to the Series

Onemorning, aboutthirty years ago, | received an unexpected phonecall. It wasfroma
man called Andrew Lamb, oneof the part-time students at a small Bible College at which
| taught What was aboutto unfold was probably the mog dramatic convasion| have
ever witnessed.

Andyworked at a French pdishing busnessin the northern subuibs of Cape Town. His
boss, who was the son of the owner, had grown up with an obsession aboutstrength and
power. He became aware of Andy® Christian witness and taunted him abouthisfaith.
On this particular day, hesaid mockingly, Or our God is notall-powerful. If hewere, he
could strike me down here and now and pin me to the ground® Andy was aboutto
explain to him tha Godis not obliged to respondto chdlenges like tha onewhen hefelt
prompted to say, Gsir, my God could do that if hewished.O With tha his boss was struck
down and pinned to theground,unable to moveamuscle. After awhile Andy prayed for
him and said, G8ir, the Lord will allow youto stand up now.O With tha, his boss sowly
gotto hisfeet, his eyes aswide as saucers.

Tha® when Andy phona me. Hefdlt it important that his boss spesk to awhite man.
He himself was @olouredQ his boss was white and those were the dark days of aparthad.
When | arrived his boss, Denzl Langeveldt, was ill in astate of shodk. | explained the
way of salvationto him. Hetookvery little persuasion. Within minutes hehad
committed hislifeto theLord. Thevery next Sunday, hewas in church. He couldn®
wait to ge there.

It was exciting to see him grow in thefaith. He had avoraciousspiritud appdite. He
spent every spare moment reading his Bible. He had little formal education but his
undestanding was nothing short of amazing. Andhewas so excited aboutit all. He
would arrive early for church and enthugastically tell uswha he had discovered in
Romansor Ephesians Then, oneday, | noticed adisturbed look on his face. Wha@
wrong®l asked. (Pastor,Ohesaid, in a state of agitation, Gt@ atrick. GRevelation(the
Book of Revelation) is atrick. It makesnosense. | don®think God putit in the Bible.O
It took some time to convince him that it was meant to bethere.

Y es, hewas alittle eccentric, but hewas extremely sincere. And his problem was
undestandable. Asheattempted to read thebook he foundhimself in a strangeworld B
aworld of beasts, sedls, horses, trumpes and bowls. Even the picture of Jesuswas
different fromtheway hehad imagined him. Thisbizarre bookseemed so unlike the
rest of theNew Testament (he had read throughthe other twenty-six booksby thistime).
Noneof it made sense and, in his frudration, he conduded tha the bookhad somehow
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dippeal into the Bible by mistake. And he certainly Wasqft)thefirst or thelast pesonto
have been puzzled by this extraordinay book Buttha@ nothowit is meant to be

Given to Enlighten BNot to Confuse

Thevery first word of thebookis apolkalupss. It means Qo unmverOor to Gemovethe
curtainOPbto reveal wha isnomally hidden fromview. Darrell John®n, of Regent
Collegg preached an ingpiring and a very baanced series onthebook He entitled the
series, OThingsare not asthey seem.O His point was that appesrances are often
deceptive. There are reditiestha hdp furnish thekey to theinterpretation of the
meaning of history and the circumstances of Christiansin the present. The book seeksto
set the present in thelight of theunseen redlities of thefuture; it also seeksto set the
present in thelight of theinvisible redlities of the present.

Thesituaion of the people who first received thebook was, in many respects, very
different fromours and, in other respects, very similar to ours. | shdl arguethat the
similarities are more significant tha the differences. Thebookhas a messagefor us
today.

This Series will have failed miserably:

I If it leaves you more confused at theend than you are a thebeginning. (If it
does, tha will be my fault).

I If youfindit fascinaing but unhépful. (If it satisfies your curiogty but is of little
or no practical valueto you).

' If youend up examining time charts and are intrigued by the nunmber 666 and the
batle strategy of Armageddon.

I If youfindtanksand hdicopters, unde-skin microchipsand mysteriouscodes,
nudear warfare, popes and political leaders, Russia and the European Common
Market. If so, youwill have misundestoodthebook. If you pull outyour
calculators and start setting dates, youwill nat only have missed the point but you
will also bedisregarding the clear words of Jesus

No oneknows theday or hour, nat even theangds of
heaven, nor the Son, butonly the Father.O(Mt 24:36)

| guess| have aready disappointed a few people. No, I certainly dor® claim to have all
theansvers, butl usudly know nongnse when | seeit. Andit@ part of my jobto lead
my hearers away from speculative nongense towards soundtruth.

! Darrell W. Johnson, Discipleship on the Edge: An Expository Journey through the Book of Revelation
(Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 2004), 26.
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The series will have achieved its main objectives:

If, asaresult of it, youare drawn closer to theLord.
If your overall undestanding of God® self-revelation increases.

If you become more congsiousthan ever of the L ord® magnificence and his
maj esty.

If youare given a paspective onredlity that shgpes or shapensyour
undestanding of themod important mattersin life.

If you are enabled to live awinsome and a courageousChrigtian life. (Infact, if a
study of this nature doesn@hdp us spiritudly and despen our lives, wereally are
wasting our time).

So let@ commence our examinaion of thebook.

COMEWITH ME TO PATMOS, A BEAUTIFUL, CRESCENT-SHAPED
ISLAND IN THE AEGEAN SEA.

The Alcatraz of the Aegean

It@ asmall isand, aboutfifteen kilometres longand eightwide. Asyou can see
fromthisdide it lookslike aresort Btoday, tha is. Inthose daysit was a baren,
craggy piece of rock jutting out of the Sea and it served as a prison with very
secure, watery walls. It lay some fifty-five kilometres off the coast of Asia Minor
andit was alongswim to themainland. If theauthorities wanted to remove from
sodety aperson deemed undesirable, then Patmoswas the place to send him. If,
however, the personwere regarded as a crimind, he was sentenced to hard labour
in therock quaries and for some it was a dow desath sentence. Patmoswas the
Alcatraz of the Aegean Sea. Johnwasthere as aprisone, notjud an exile.
William Ramsay describes the conditions Banished to theidandin these
circumstances would be Qoreceded by scourging, marked by perpetud fetters,
scanty clothing, inaufficient food deep onthebare ground,adark prison, work
unde thelash of amilitary overseer.G Johndoesn@®give usthedesails, buthe
was certainly noton vacation.

Thelmperial Cult

Tha® where Johnwas, and we have a pretty goodideawhy hewasthere. He
tellsustha it was (because of theword of God and the testimony of Jesus O(1:9)
Thisiswha was goingon. TheEmperor Domitian (81-96) was extremely
insecure, as tyrants often are. He travelled with aretinueof bodyguads
Whenever he entered a city, thecitizenshad to shout, QVorthy! O As heentered

2 Sir William Ramsay cited by William Barclay, Revelation of John, Vol. 1 (Edinburgh: The Saint Andrew
Press, 1960), 52
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thegreat hal in Rome, the senators would shout QVorthy!O Oneof thetitles he
claimed for himself was, CDoninuset DeusOP Q. ord and God.O

In an attempt to secure hisreign, he ingsted that citizensbum a pinch of incense
onthealtar and declare, OCaesar KurioO- GCaesar is Lord.OThecities of the
western part of the Roman province of Asawere ahotbed of emperor worship.
In Ephesustheruinsof the Temple of Domitian can still be seen. Thisdid not
pos aproblem to aimog al of theinhabitants of theempire. Inapolythestic
sodety, they could hgppily perform this duty and then they were free to go out
and worship any godthey chos. (Jewswere given a special exemption). But
Christianssimply could not say, GCaesar is Lord.O They knew wha was implied.
They could honaur Caesar as emperor and rende to him thethingstha bdonged
to him. Butthey could na rende to Caesar thethingstha bdongto God. For
them, only Jesuswas Lord. In consequence, many Christianshad log ther lives
and there was more to come. They were asmall minority, withoutmuch
influence, liableto persecution and even death at any time. It was easy for them
to feel overawed andintimidated. They could say, Qesusis Lord,Obutit certainly
didn®seem like that.

Today, in Canada, we do notface hodility of this naure, butdo you sometimes
feel alittle overawed? Doesit ook as thoughChristianity is winning thebaéttle
agang contradictory truth claims and ideologies? Istheworld becoming
progressively more humane? |s God®kingdombeng established on earth? Is
theworld in better shape, after 2000years of Chrigtianity, than it was when Jesus
came? Vigt thelargecities of our world and take in some of theimpressive
sights. Humanity, for themog part, livesin sdlf-reiance andidolatry. Thereis
freedomof religion, butthereis also arisingintolerance toward those who make
truth claims that they regard as universally applicable.

We, who claim to be ChristiansDBare we better off or worse off? Does it
sometimes seem tha we are onthelosng sde? Do you sometimes doubtthe
faith or, at least, wonde why thereisn®@more evidence of God® activity in your
circumstances? Mog of the people in your street or your apartment complex, or
in your class at school dor@ claim to follow Jesus, but they seem aswell off as
you are. Our circumstances do not always corrobaate our bdiefs. Both at the
macro level of world events and at themicro level of our own circumstances, we
face anomelies and contradictions

Apocalyptic

Thebookaims to set therecord straight As Darrell Johnn says, OThingsare
notasthey seem!O Thereason the man to whom| referred earlier thoughtthe
bookwas atrick istha hewas unfamiliar with thegenre (kind of literature) in
which it was written. From about200BC to aboutAD 200apocayptic literature
waswell known. Besidesthe canonical Book of Revelation, there were other
apocaypses. These works were intended for communities undegoing a crisis of
faith. They focusupan thecoamic batle beween goodand evil and describethis
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in terms of vivid imagery. They show how God will intervene and punish evil
and establish hisreign. Apoalyptic is notintended to be Ga chronological
accountof thefuture but a literary shodk treatment of bold and graphic images E
to give ushopetha God will win aresoundig victory over al evil.& (I shal
provide notes containing guiddines on theinterpretation of apocyptic literature)

Brent Sandy and Martin Abegg explain thevaue of apocalyptic literature:

Thegeniusof apocyptic literature is the message of hope In theface of
perverse evil, God® people are being exhorted to persevere to the end.
For athoughthe game may seem log Bor for themore optimistic, tied up
Pwe are assured tha God s preparingto intervene and judgeevil by
supenaura means Biblical apoclyptic isawake-up call to amog
refreshing eternd peaspective: God will bring a pemanent solution to
sin@ evil effects, andwe will bethere to enjoy it.*

Here we have a bookof encouragement. 1t commences with avision of therisen
and exalted Christ and condudes with hisreturn to earth in power and glory and
the establishment of his universal reignin the New Jerusslem. Between these
awe-ingiring scenes at the beginning and end of the book, we witness a huge
cosmic conflict. At times evil seemsto have the uppe hand and God@ children
are exhorted to remain faithful in theface of theondaughtof evil. Butthe
outcome of thebattle is certain from the very beginning.

Y ou may have heard of agroupof seminary students who were playing basketbdl
in a high school gym near their seminary. While they were playing, thejanitor,
who allowed the seminariansto use thegym after hours, would borrow oneof
thar Biblesandread it. Oneday, oneof the students asked thejanitor wha he
had been reading. (Revelation Ohereplied. Thestudent chudkled, Or eah, right O
No, really, said thejanitor. Convinced tha thejanitor couldn®possibly
understand the book, the seminarian asked condescendingly, Do you undestand
what you have been reading?) GDh yes,Oreplied the now smiling janitor.
Chudkling again, the seminarian asked, QVell then, tell me wha it meansO The
janitor looked aroundcoyly, leaned across and whispered in the seminarian@® ear,
At meansthatJesusis gonnawin.&

Onemore impartant comment will suffice before we have alook at the prologue
of thebook In hisingiring work on Revelation, Reversed Thunde, Eugene
Peterson makes an important observation:

3D. Brent Sandy and Martin G. Abegg, Jr., ApocalypticQ in Cracking Old Testament Codes, eds. D.
Brent Sandy and Ronald L. Giese, Jr., (Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1995), 188.
*1bid., 194.

® Johnson, Discipleship on the Edge, 20
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Everything in the Revelation can befoundin the previoussixty-five books
of theBible. The Revelation addsnothing of subgance to what we
already know . . . St. Johnuses wordsas pods do, recombining them in
fresh ways so tha old truth is freshly perceived. He takestruth tha has
been erodal to platitude by endless usage and sets it in motion before usin
an Ganimated impassioned dance of ideas. &

. LETGALLOW THE LORD TO PULL BACK THE CURTAIN.

Theverses we have read today are jud theintrodwction to thebook. But even
here we encounter some impartant truths | want to draw your attentionto four of
these this morning:

A. You Need a Realistic View of God

1. OHm who is and who wasand who isto come.O
Johngreets his readersin the cusomary New Testament way: GBrace and pesce
to you. . .OBut headds GFrom himwhois andwho wasandwhoisto come.O
Thisis aparaphrase of thedivine name (YHWH). Youwill remember tha Moses
asked God what he should say if the | sraglites wanted to know the name of the
Onewho had appeared to him. God ansvered, @ AM WHO | AM.O He was
expressing his eternd existence (and more than that). Herethesametruthis
expressed in different words (Ex 3:14-15)

One commentator says thisis @he mos tortured piece of Greek in the (entire)
bookO It containsagrammatical error andit is stylistically clumsy. Butitis
quite possible that Johndoes this ddiberately because hewould prefer to use
incorrect grammar than to use terminology tha mightimply changein God or
diminish his majesty.’

In comparison with @Qhe Onewhois and who was and who is to come,ODomitian
doesn®look nesrly as menacing. He looms largeon the stage of world events but
his reign had abeginning and it will cometo an end. Tha@ wha happened to
Nero, to Alexande the Great and to Nebuchadnezzar. Andtha® what we need to
remember today.

Louis X1V of France stipulated tha at his funeal his casket would be placed at
the centre of the chancel with only onelarge candle besideit. Hisreignhad been
proud and gloriousand the Notre Dame Cathedral was filled to overflowing with
the Qvho@whoQof French sodety. BishopJean Massilon mounied the pulpit and
announed histext. It was Ecclesiastes 1:16: Q spokein my heart, saying,
@ehold, | have become great, and have advanced in wisdom beyond all who were

® Eugene H. Peterson, Reversed Thunder: the Revelation of John and the Praying Imagination (San
Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988), xi-xii.

" Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation: Revised Edition (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans,
1997), 46.
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before me in Jerusalem.@ He paused, to alow thetruth of thetext to sink in, and
then he said: GGod only is great, my brethren; and aboveall in those last moments
when He presides at the death of the kingsof the earth, themore ther glory and
thar power have shown forth, the more vanishes. then do they rende homageto
his greatness; God then appears al tha Heis, andman isno more at all tha
which hebdieved himself to be O

After finishing his sermon, Massilon left the pulpit and walked to the casket and
thesolitary candle. He paused for amoment, snuffed out the candle and repested:
GBod only is great! &

2. Q am the Alpha and the Omega says the Lord God.O
These are thefirst and last |etters of the Greek alphabet. Thisis another way of
saying, CEverything is bounde by God. He was there at the beginning and he
will bethere at theend.O

3. Q.. The Almighty.O
Theword used here (Pantokrat!r ) is John@favourite word for God. Itisused
only ten timesin the New Testament; nine of these occurrences are in Revelation.
(2 Cor6:18;1:8;4:8;11:17;15:3; 167, 14,196, 15; 21:22) It describes God as
the onewho has complete power over everything.

When the Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament) was trandated into Greek, thiswas
theword that was used to trandate Y shweh Ts'vO¥ oneof the compoundnames
of God? That fact is, | think, highly significant. In the KJV this compoundname
isrendaed Qhe LORD of HogsOand in the NIV it is @he LORD Almighty.O It
portrays God as in absolute control of everything, the elements of nature and the
armies of heaven, people and powers, events and circumstances. Think of young
David@ respons to an incensed Goliath, who threatened to feed him to the birds
of theair andthebessts of thefield. (David said to the Philisting & ou come
agang me with sword and spear and javelin, butl come agang youin thename
of Yahweh Ts'vO¥ the God of thearmies of Isragl, whomyou have defied. @(1
Samud 17:45)

Think of the emphasis on this name when God reassures his people tha athough
they are facing hugeodds heis able to fulfill his promises and providether
needs

Orhisiswha the LORD Almighty (Y ahweh Ts'vOY) says: On alittle
while | will once more shake the heavensand the earth, the sea and the dry
land. | will shake all naions and thedesired of al nationswill come, and
| will fill this house with glory,Osaysthe LORD Almighty. (Thesilver is

8 Lloyd John Ogilvie, Ontroducing the SermonOin Handbook of Contemporary Preaching ed. Michael
Duduit (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992), 181-2.
° Except in passages where it is transliterated Kurios Sabaoth.
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mine and the gold is mine&declares theLORD Almighty. (rheglory of
the present house will be greater than the glory of theformer house,Csays
theLORD Almighty. Andin this place | will grant peace,Odeclares the
LORD Almighty.O(Hagga 2:6-9)

HeisthePantokrat!r , the AImighty, and absolutely everythingis unde his
control. William Barclay draws our attention to the circumstances unde which
Johniswriting:

The embatled might of Rome has risen up to crush the Christian Church.
No empire had ever been able to withgand Rome; Rome was the al-
conqueing and theal-powerful. Wha possible chance had the Chrigtian
Church, small, mainly composed of daves, withou influence and power,
againg Rome? What chance againg Rome had Qhe panting, hudded
flock whose crime was ChristC® Humanly speaking, the Christian Church
had no chance. All it could look for was annihilation. But if men thought
tha, they had left the mog important factor out of the reckoning Bthey
had left out God, the Pantokrat!r , the Almighty, the onein thegrip of
who= hand are al things™®

B. Y ou Need an Accurate Picture of Jesus

COFromJesus Christ, who isthefaithful witness, the firstborn from the dead and
theruler of thekingsof the earth.O

1. Orhefaithful witnessO
Not only is Jesusour Lord, butheis aso the ultimate Gaithful witnessO Through
his message and by his very life he has declared to uswhat God islike. (John
1:18;18:37) Morethan tha, the Greek word for witness (martus) has come into
the English language as Gnartyr.O In the context of the Revelation, faithful
witness often meant death. (2:13;11:3; 17:6) Theoneaddressing Christians who
were aboutto enter atime of persecution, was himself the faithful withess Bto the
point of death.

2. OThefirstborn fromthe deadO
He is also the Qirstbom from thedead® This term can and does sometimes refer
to priority. Jesuswasthefirst to beraised fromthe dead. (1 Cor 15:20, 23) But
there is much more to thetitle GirstbomO It refersto pre-eminence. The
firstbom is onewho has power and honourand occupies thefirst place. Soitisas
Qhefirstbom over al creationGand as Qhe beginning and firstbom from among
the deadGthat he has Qhe supremacy in everythingO (Col 1:15-20)

9 Barclay, Revelation, Vol. 1, 48.
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3. Orheruler of thekingsof the earthO
Y ou can imaginetheimpact of these descriptionson thefirst readers? Heisthe
Quler of thekingsof theearthQ But can you also feel theforce that they have for
ustoday? Thealusonhereisto Psaim 89:27, @ will aso appoint him my
firstbom, the mog exalted of the kingsof the earth.O Jewish scholars bdieved
tha thiswas areference to theMessiah, so its citation here is significant. We
need to remember tha, right now, despite appearances to the contrary as he
allows history to runits course, heis supreme bthe Quler of thekingsof the
earthO

Onecan hardly avoid thinking of the offer Satan madeto Jesusin thedesert. In
an ingant he gave a physcally weak and hungly Jesusa glimpse of thekingdoms
of theworld and promised: O will give you dl thar authority and splendour, for it
has been given to me and | can give it to anyonel want to.O(Luke 4:5-7) Wha
thedevil promised Jesusand could never have given him, Jesuswon for himself
by the suffering of the cross and the power of theresurrection. (Acts 2:36; 1 Cor.
15:24-26; Phil. 2:5-11; Heb 2:5-9; Rev 11:15-18; 19:11-16)

C. You Need an Appropriate View of Your self

Oro himwho loves us and hasfreed us from our sins by his blood,and hasmade

usto bea kingdomandpriests to serve his God andFather . . .O

1. QLovesusO i
Johnmoves oninto adoxology in which heremindsus of the Lord@ present love
forus

2. CFreed usfromour singO
Tha ongoinglovewas manifested at a particular point Ethe moment when he
ddivered usfrom our sinsby his own blood. Theaorist tense (the past,
GnapshotQtense) isused here. By onegresat act onthe cross he set usfree from
thebondayeof sin. Barclay putsit well: OVha hagppened onthe Crossin a
mom%nlt of timeisawindowinto the eternd, undhanging, unaeasing love of
God.

3. QA kingdomand priestsO
Buttha@notall. Theretruth enundated in thelast pat of this verse echoes the
stupendousrevelation of our present postion in the econorny of God. We are co-
heirswith Christ. (Rom8:17) Of we endure, we will also reignwith him.O(2
Tim. 2:12) Qesusis notashamed to call (ug) brothers.O(Heb 2:11) Jug think of
some of the promises madethos who overcome in theletters to the seven
churches (chapters 2 and 3): O'o him who overcomes | will give authority over
thenaions. . . jus as| received authority from my Father.0(2:26-27) Oro him

1 bid., 43.
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who overcomes, | will give therightto sit with me on my throne jud as|
overcame and sat down with my Father on histhrone O(3:21)

Thefull implicationsof JesusOkingship will only be manifested in thefuture.
Similarly, thefull implicationsof our privileged postion as co-harswill ony be
seen in thefuture. We live now in the tenson between the GilreadyOand the Onot
yetOof thekingdom But, right now, we are Ga kingdomand priests.O Those
bdeagueed Chrigtiansin thewestern part of AsiaMinor may have been tempted
to wonde aboutthdr influence. But we (and they) are Ga chosen people, aroyd
priesthood,a holy nation, a people bd onging to God, that (we) might declare the
praises of him who called usout of darkness into his wondeful light.O(1 Pet. 2:9)
We oughtnever to arrogae anything to ourselves, nor strut aroundwith the
triumphdism of &ing@kidsO This should amaze usand hurrble us But we do
need an appropriate view of ourselves. He lovesus He (has freed usfrom our
sinsby hisbloodand has made usa kingdomand priests to serve his God and
Father Bto him be glory and power for ever and ever! O

You Need a Correct Perspectiveon Time

O'herevelation of Jeﬁu,s (;hrist, which God gawe himto showhis’se,rvants what
must soon take place.O OThetimeisnear.OLookheiscoming E O

GBoonO

In thefirst verse we are told that thethingsrecorded mus GoonCQake place.
Again, in verse 3, Johnannounes tha Qhetimeis near.O Towardstheend of the
chapter, theL ord ingructs Johnto write wha he has seen, Qvhat is now, and what
will take place later.O(1:19). He assures the church at Philadd phia, O am coming
soonO Three timesin thelast chapter, theLord says, @ am coming soon (227,
12,20) It isover ningeen hunded years since the book was written and we till
await hiscoming. Was hemistaken? If nat, how are we to understand this
repeated assurance of his soonreturn?

Orhelag daysO

Thisis notthe place to attempt a thoroughdiscussion but we do need to note a
few matters. The QproblemOis occasioned when we lose sight of the overall
perspective of Scripture. In thefirst place we need to be aware of the fact that
fromabiblical point of view, we live in Qhelast days.O But so did John, Peter
and the other disciples. Remember tha Peter quoted Jod @ prophecy on the Day
of Pentecod to explain wha was hgppening fifty days after theresurrection of
Jesus: On thelag days,OGod says, | will pouroutmy Spirit on all people.O(Acts
2:17) TheWriter to the Hebrews conaurs: Qn the past God spoketo our
forefathers throughthe prophds at many times andin variousways, butin these
lag days he has spoken to usin his Son C)(Heb 1:1-2) Inhisfirgt letter, John
remindshis readers that Qhisisthelas hour.O(1 John2:18) Paul had already
told the Roman Christians aboutQhe present i meQ. . . assuring them tha Qhe
nightis nearly ove, theday is amos here. O(Rom 13:11-12)

1N
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From the perspective of the history of redemption, the coming of Jesusheralded
thedawn of thelag days. No oneknew howlongtheagewould last. Since
nothing else is necessary before Jesusreturns his comingisimminent. Imminent
does not mean immediate. When it comes to prophecy, time as chronologi cal
sequence is of seconday importance. Did theearly Christiansbdieve tha Jesus
was likely to return in ther lifetime? Probably! Peter was aware that some
scoffers would ask derisively, ONhereis this coming he promised? Ever since
our fathers died everything goes on asit has since the beginning of creation.O He
remindsthem tha QWith the Lord aday islike a thousand years and a thousind
yearsare like aday. TheLord isnotdow in keeping his promise, as some
undestand downess. Heis paient with (us), notwanting anyoneto perish but
everyoneto come to repentance.O(2 Pet 3:4, 8, 9)

3. QLook heis coming!O
Themodg frequently used exclamation in the bookis, @.ook (idou)O It occurs
ove twenty times. It isappropriate partly because of thevisud naure of thebook
and patly because it is a startling summonsto take note. It invites the attention of
the hearersto an important announ@ment or scene. (e.g., read literally, 1:18D
Q.ook | am alivefor ever and ever.04:1 DQ.ook a door standing open in
heaven.04:2 DA ook athrond 05:5 DA ook, theLion of thetribeof Judah ... O

Itsfirst usageis arresting indeed:

Q.o0k, heis coming with the clouds
And every eye will see him,

Even those who pierced him;

And all the peoples of the earth

will moum because of him.

So shdl it bd Amen. (1:7)

Here two important prophdic motifs are combined. In thefirst place there was
Daniel@ vision of nelike a son of man, comingwith the cloudsof heaven.O
(Danidl 7:13,14; cf. Mt. 24:30; Mark 14:61-63) Jesusclearly claimed to bethe
person described as the Son of Man in Daniel 7. Tha iswhy Ethdbert Stauffer
contendstha Gon of manOisthe mog pretentioustitle that anyonecould have
used in theandient Near East.™

Theother passage, aso descriptive of thecoming Messiah, isfoundin Zechariah
12: Ohey will look on me, the onethey have pierced, and they will mourn for
him as onegrieves for afirstbom son.O(Zech. 12:10) There was a partial
fulfilment of this prophecy when Jesuswas crudified. (John19:33-37) The
reference to @Qhose who pierced himOindudes people throughouthistory who

12 Ethelbert Stauffer, New Testament Theology (London: SCM Press, 1955), 19.
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throughoutright oppostion or careless indifference, conioudy or uncongioudy
identify with tha act or piercing.

Q.00k, heis coming!O We areto live in that expectation. Whenever the church
has genuindy expected tha the second coming could occur at any time and has
looked forward to that day, it has had a correct perspective ontime. It becomes
obvious @Dur citizenship isin heaven, and we eagerly await a Saviour from
there, the Lord Jesus Christ. O(Phil 3:20) It was important that Christianslivingin
the Roman Province of Asia at theturn of thefirst century have ther eyesfixed
onwha iseternd. It wasimportant that they see the present age as trangtory.
We, no lessthan they, need a correct perspective ontime. No matter how
short or longthis present agelasts, it isnottheultimate reality. No matter
whethe theworld lures uswith its attractionsor houndsusin its antagonism, we
look forward to the great day when Jesuswill return with power and great glory.
Have you been looking forward to hisreturn? If, for whaever reason, the
(nlessed hopebthe gloriousappearing of our God and Saviour, Jesus Christ,0
(Titus2:13) has faded into the background,| pray tha it will agan beaconsious
expectation. Q.ook, heis coming!O Perhgpstoday!

Conclusion

1t@ a great bookand we arein for atreat as we study its messagetogether. [t will
chdlengeusandit will ingireus When al is said and done we should be stronge and
more baanced Christiansfor having spent timein its pages. Thisistherevelationtha
God gave Jesusto pass onto us it containsimportant truth that hewants usto know. So
let@ join in the benediction of thebook by making sure tha we Qake to heart what is
written in it.5(1:3)

Some monthsago, Karen Heimbudh recited the entire Book of Revelation at the Peace
Portal Alliance Church. How | regret having missed tha recital. | bdieve it was mogs
uplifting. | was given theCD. Never havel ended a sermon like this, but | thinkiitis
fittingto do so today. If youare able, please stand with me as we listen to theingpiring
recitation of chgpter one

@ ook Who@in ChargeO

1% in a Series on the Book of Revelation
EllisAndrZ

04/02/2007

12



