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“Look... A Lamb!”
Reading: Rev 5:1-14

Not everything we treat asimportantisreally that important. Somebodyoneremarked
tha nobodyon his desthbed ever wished he had spent more time at the office. Puts
thingsin perspective, doesn®it? It sometimes takes something quite seriousto eneble us
to distinguish between what isrelatively important and what isreally important.

Thisistrueof our Christian livestoo andit is even true of theBible. God has givenit al.
It formsawhole andit al needsto bethere. But some parts are of greater strategic
importance than others. They are important landmarks and they furnish cluestha hdp us
to undestand the big picture.

This moming we are looking at oneof the key chapters, nat only of the Book of
Revelation but of thewhole Bible. If youwant to knowwha God has doneandis doing
in human history . . . if youwant to knowwhere thisworld is heading. . . if youwant a
key to the meaning of redlity . . . if youwant to see wha Godisreally like, thereisno
better chgpter than thisone

| THROUGH JOHN, WE ARE GIVEN A FRONT ROW SEAT AT THE
CONTROL CENTRE IN THE SUPREME HEADQUARTERS OF THE
UNIVERSE

Let me briefly remind you of the awe-ingiring scene we saw last week.

A. Something momentous
We can sense tha something momentousis aboutto hagppen when we see adoor
standing open in heaven and we hear a voice like atrumpe summoning John,
CComeup here EO

1. TheThrone
Thefirst thing we notice is amagnificent throne Someoneis seated upon
it -- butresplendent light emanaes from him and from thethroneso tha it
is not easy to make out his features. So radiant is his appearance that it
resembles an iridescent diamond and aruby-red sardius Thethroneis
endrcled by an emerald-green rainbow.

2. The awesomeness of the scene
The awesomeness of the sceneis undelined as we see blinding flashes of
lightening and hear deafening peels of thunde. Before thethronea seven-
branched canddabrumis blazing. Adding to the magnificence is what
seems like a sea of glass, clear as crystal, reflecting thered and thewhite
and the green and the orange




3. Living creatures and elders
Closest to thethronehe natices four Qiving creatures.O There are similar
descriptionsin Ezekiel and Isaiah. These were like the cherubimin
Ezekiel 1 and,in some respects, like theseraphim in Isaiah 6. Since thar
features are clearly symbolic, it does not hdp usto try to picture them.
They are mentioned seventeen times in the bookand act as @hoirmastersO
leading the worship in heaven (4:9).

Surrounding them are twenty-four elders dressed in white robes with gold
crownsBbthe twenty-four elders assembled here represent God@ redeemed
peoplein both Old and New Testaments.

4. Worship
Theresplendent bengswho surround thethronecannotcontain

themselves in the presence of this gloriousand awesome God. Day and
Nightthey never stop saying:

Moly, holy, holy
isthe LorD God Almighty N
whowas, andis, andisto come.O

Whenever theliving creatures give glory, honou and thanksto him who
sits onthethroneand who livesfor ever and ever Bthetwenty-four elders
fall down before him and worship him. They lay thar crownsbefore the
throneand say,

& ou are worthy our LorD and God to receive glory and
honourand power, for you created al things and by your
will they were created and have their being.O

B. What a perspective-altering picture!
Hereistherea King. It makes me think of thedescriptionin Psalm 93:

TheLoRD reigns heisrobeal in majesty;
theLoRrD isrobed in majesty

andis armed with strength.

Theworld isfirmly established,;

It cannotbemoved.

Y our thronewas established long ago;
Youare fromall eternity (Ps. 93:1, 2).

How does onedescribe such a scene? The magnificent surroundings theradiant
light, theflashes of lightning and the low rumbled of thunde, the highest beings
in the heavenly court leaving thar thrones, laying thar crownsbefore him and
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prodrating themselvesin his presence. Hereisholiness; hereis splendour, hereis
maj esty!

Bruce Metzger putit so well:

(John) attempts to describethetranscendental glory and grandeur
of God whoreignsfromthethrone But howwasheto convey the
dazzling brilliance of this exalted scene? Thefinite languayes of
earth are incapable of defining theinfinite redities tha Johnsaw in
heaven; hence he mug use earthly andogies, but always with the
undestanding tha the heavenly reality far surpasses the earthly
symbol.!

AS JOHN GAZES IN WONDER AT THIS AWE-INSPIRING SIGHT,
THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT

The vision is amplified
Thegreat drama of the New Testament is broughtinto thetableau of the Old.

The Scroll

Johnnoticestha thereisascroll in theright hand of him who sits onthethrone

It isnotjug any scroll. It contained writing on bath sides, which was unusid.
Thisindicates tha it was full to overflowing with information. Important scrolls
were often sedled so that the contents were accessible only to those who had
specific authority to read thecontents. This onewas sealed with seven sedls. The
information contained in it was top secret.

The Mighty Angel’s Call

A mighty angd appeared. He had to be mighty so tha his voice could reach the
farthest extremities of theuniverse. He prodaimed in aloudvoice, OVhois
worthy to bresk the seals and the open the scroll 20

But no-onein heaven or on earth or unde the earth (in all of creation) could open
thescroll or even lookingdeit. No angd in heaven, no sagefromthe past, no
prophe or teacher or potentate Dno onein all of creation!

In his heghtened state of consiousess, Johnreacts spontaneoudy. The
trandators have attempted to convey theintensty of his reaction: O wept and
wept.O The particular word used here meansto wail outloudBbto bresk one3
heart. Itisqudified by the adjective nuch®

Why such an extreme reaction? John senses the seriousess of thesituetion. That
scroll represents God@ eternd plan, his decree which is all-comprehensve, his

! Bruce M. Metzger, Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation (Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 1993), 48.



purpose with respect to the entire universe -- throughouthistory. We could say
tha hewept because if the seals could not be broken, the plan of God would not
berevealed to him. | think there is even moreto it than tha, In thisdramatic
presentation, it is likely that hehad asense tha since no onewas worthy to pen
the scroll or even lookingdeitOtheplan will notbe carried out The execution of
the plan is dgpendent on someonebeng able to open the scroll.

D. The elder’s announcement
We do notknow how longJohnwas in this state. Then oneof the twenty-four
elders, representing the people of God in both testaments, madethe all-important
announement:

o notweep! See, theLion of thetribe of Judah, the root of
David, hastriumphed. Heis able to open thescroll and its seven
seds.O

Johnwould have undestoodthereference. The Messiah wasto befromthetribe
of Judéh, the symbol of which was aLion and hewas to bethe Son of David
(Gen. 49:8-10;Isaiah 11:1; 2 Sam 7:12-16; Ps. 89:226-37; Isa. 11:1 [Jesse was
David@father’]; Mt 1:1; 22:41-46; John 7:41-42; Rom. 1:1-4)

E. The Lamb
Johnturnshis attention fromthe elder back to thethrone 1 think it islikely that
he expected to see something?® Theentire partrayal isvisud and symbolic. (The
Lion of thetribe of Judeh, therootof David, has triumphed.O As helooks to his
amazement he sees, notalion, butaLamb. With some judification Eugene
Boring says: (rhisis perhapsthe mog mind-wrenching rebirth of imagesin
Iiteraturg Thedot reserved in the system for thelion has been filled by the Lamb
of God.

There® more. Itisalittle lamb tha Johnsees. The word usudly used to describe
asheep isamnos. 1t can mean lamb butmay also refer to ashesp. But theword
used hereis arnion. It invaiably meanslamb Dpassibly even Qittle lamb&®

There@@ more. ThisLamb looked asif it had been dain.

More still. It was now standing at the centre of thethrone insdethecircle of
elders and cherubim.

% See also Jer. 23:5; 33:15; Zech 3:8; 6:12.

3 Several times in the book, an announcement is followed by avision. John hears something and then sees
that which has been announced (1:10, 12; 6:1, 2; 7:4, 9; 22;8).

* Eugene Boring quoted in Darrell W. Johnson, Discipleship on the Edge: An Expository Journey through
the Book of Revelation (Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 2004), 146.

® Originally arnion was a diminutive form of ar! n (lamb) but it did not always mean QittleOin NT times.
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Even more: it has seven homsand seven eyes. This Lamb tha is obvioudy alive,
but bears the marks of daughter; it has seven homsand seven eyes. Sevenisthe
nunber of completeness, thehomsare pictures of strength and theeyes are
symbols of knowledgeand wisdom This Lamb, looking asif it has been dain,
standswho at thevery centre of thethroneal so carries the symbols of complete
wisdomand absolute power.

The climactic moment
The Lamb then comes and takes the scroll from the hand of the One seated on the
throned(5:7).°

BEFORE WE GO ANY FURTHER, I MUST PLACE THIS MOMENT IN
ITS BIBLICAL CONTEXT

Thereisavery significant history tha explainswhat is going on here.

“Where is the Lamb?”
Nearly two thousnd years before, afather and son madether way up Mount
Moriah. Theboyturned to his dad and asked the obviousquestion:

Grather?0

Or es, my sonZOAbraham replied.

Orhefire and wood are here,Ol saac said, (but where is the lamb

for thebumt offering?O

(In wordsmore prophdic than heknew), Abraham answvered,

GGod himsalf will providethelamb for the bumt offering, my sonO
(Gen. 22:7-8).

The sacrificial system
Godindituted a sacrificial system that entailed the sacrifice of unblemished lambs
as subditutes for guilty sinnas (See Lev. 1-7).”

The Servant
God promised to send someoneas his pafect representative. Listen to what he
says abouthim:

(Hereis my servant, whom| uphol,

my chosen onein whoml ddight;

I will putmy Spirit onhim

and hewill bringjudice tothenaions(lsa. 42:1)

See, my servant will act wisealy;
hewill beraised and lifted up and highly exalted.

® Here one thinks of Daniel 7:13-14.
" Lambs were not the only animals to be sacrificed. The role of the Passover lamb was also significant (Ex
12:1-11).



He was despised and rejected by men,

aman of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.
Like onefromwhommen hidethdr faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not

Surely hetook up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we consdered him
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.

But hewas pierced for our tranggressions

hewas crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment tha broughtus peace was uponhim,

and by hiswoundswe are healed.

We dl, like sheep, have goneastray,

each of ushas turned to his own way;

andtheLord haslaid on him theiniquity of us all.
"He was oppressed and afflicted,

yet hedid notopen his mouth;

hewas led like a lamb to the daugher,

and as a sheep before her shearersis silent,

so hedid notopen his mouth (Isa. 52:12;53:3-7).

“Look, the Lamb of God”

Oneday, as Jesus came walking towards Johnthe Baptist, Johnpointed him outto
some of hisdisciples: Q.00k, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!O(John 1:29)

“I lay down my life”

Do you remember thewordsof Jesusto his disciples? Orhereason my Father
lovesmeistha | lay down my life Donly to take it upagan. No onetakes it
fromme, butl lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down and
authority to take it up again. This command | received from my FatheO(John
10:17-18).

The Emmaus Road

After hisresurrection Jesusjoined two of his disconsolate disciples on ther
joumey home to Emmaus They did notrecognize him and rehearsed the sad
events of thelast few days. Listen to wha hesaid to them:

(How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to beieve al tha the
prophés have spoken! ?°Did nat the Christ have to suffer these
thingsand then enter his glory?0 % And beginningwith Moses and
all the Prophds, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself (Luke 24:25-27).
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The Ethiopian eunuch

Oneday Philip theevangdist joined the chariot of an Ethiopian official on his
way from Jerusalem. The man hgppened to bereading the passagefrom Isaiah
tha | quaed jus amoment ago. Listen to theaccount

The eunud was reading this passage of Scripture:

(He was led like a sheep to thesaugher,
and asalamb before the shearer issilent,

so hedid not open his mouth.

In hishumiliation hewas deprived of judice.
Who can speak of his descendants?

For his life was taken from the earth.O

The eunud asked Philip, Orell me, please, whoisthe prophé talking
about, himself or someoneelse?0 Then Philip began with tha very
passage of Scripture and told him the goodnews about Jesus (Acts 8:32-
36).

The precious blood of Christ
Listen to theway Peter putsit in hisfirst letter:

For you know tha it was notwith perishable things such as silver
or gold that you were redeemed form the empty way of life handed
down to you fromyourforefathers, **but with thepreciousblood
of Christ, alamb withoutblemish or defect. *°Hewas chosen
before the creation of theworld, but was revealed in these last
times for your sake (1 Pet. 1:18-20).

Thisisthebackgroundto thepicture. It isthecentre point of history. Itisthe
mog stupendousfact of theages. Godwent to these lengthsto save us QLook,
thelion of thetribe of Judeh, therootof David, has triumphed. Heis ableto open
thescroll andits seven seals. Then | saw aLamb, looking asif it had been dainO
(55, 6).

NOW LOOK AND LISTEN TO WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

The new song

As soonas hehad taken the scroll, thefour living creatures and the twenty-four
eldersfell down before theLamb in worship. Each onewas given a harp and they
were holding golden bowls full of incense which represent the prayers of the
saints.

They sanganew song. Agan thelanguayehepsus There are two wordsfor
evQ Theoneis neos, which means @ewQn respect of time. Theother is
kainos which meansnew - different in respect of essential qudity. A neos object



may be exactly the same as an old object, butit ismore recent. Thos responsgble
for themoneary supply have to keep on minting new coinsand printing new
banknots. Assome of the currency iswithdrawn because it isworn out, itis
replaced by new (neos) but otherwise identical coinsor notes. But, every so
often, it isannouned tha a brand new coin or noteiscomingout. It isdifferent
fromtheold one Itisnotonly neos; itisakainos coin or note. It is quditatively
different. Theeldeasandliving creatures sang a new (kainos) song. In other
words, something had hgppened that gave rise to aquditatively different
respone.

Y ou are worthy to take the scroll

andto open itssedls,

because youwere dain,

and with your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribeand languaye and people and naion.
Y ou have madethem to beakingdomand priests

to serve our God, and they will reign ontheearth
(5:9-10; my italics).

The scene is enlarged
Suddanly, thesceneis enlarged. Johnhears the voice of myriadsof angds
nunbering thousndsuponthousandsand ten thousand times ten thousnd. They
endrcled thethroneand theliving creatures and the elders.
In aloudvoice they sang:

QVorthy istheLamb, whowas dain,

to receive power and wealth and wisdomand strength and honour

and glory and praise! O

Andthen | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and unde the earth and on
theseaand dl tha isin them, singing,

(o him who sits onthethrone andto the Lamb, be praise and
honourand glory and power, for ever and ever! O

Andthefour living creatures said, OAmenQand theelders fell down and
worshipped.

Concentric circles
We can picture the scenein terms of concentric circles.

Closest to thethroneare the cherubim.

Aroundthem are thetwenty-four elders.



Aroundthe eders are thousndsuponthousnds ten thousnd times ten thousnd
angds.

Beyondthem is every creaturein all of creation.

Astheeddessingthenew song theangdsjoin them. A wave of praise emanaes
in that inne circle and spreads out to the circumference of theuniverse. Asit
does so0, thewhole of creation bursts forth in praise and worship.

Then, fromevery part of tha circle aradiusof praiseisdrawn in toward the
centrel® Andthere at the centreis the Lamb whowas dain!

Right now, the LAMB standsat the centre of thethrone

God has exalted him to the highest place and given him thename
tha is aboveevery name, tha at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and unde the earth and every
tongueconfess tha Jesus Christ is Lord to theglory of Godthe
FatherO(Phil 2:9-11).

Yes, heis entitled to glory as the eternd Son of God (John 1:14; 175). But we
mug not miss the Qherefore in the Philippians passage There is a new song
because there is a new glory. His current place of honouris because he is the
Lamb of God

Beingin very nature God,

did not consde equdity with God
something to be grasped,

but made himself nathing,

taking the very naure of a servant,

being madein human likeness.

And bengfoundin appearance as a man,
he hunbled himsel f

and became obedient to death-

even death ona cross!

Therefore God has exalted him . . . (Phil 2:5-8)
The Writer to the Hebrews conaurs:
God left nothing tha is not subject to (mankind). Yet at present

we do not see everything subject to (mankind). But we see Jesus
who was made a little lower than the angds, now crowned with

8 Michael Wilcock, The Message of Revelation: I Saw Heaven Opened (Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press,
1975), 69.



honourbecause he suffered death, so tha by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone
(Heb 2:8-9).

Conclusion

What can we say? When we contemplate God@ attributes Dwe are filled with awe.
When we congder his creation, his might and hiswisdom, we are moved to adoration.
But when we ponde his salvation, we stand back in utter amazement. Aswe
contemplate thelengthsto which he has gone we are drawn by his grace. God has
conqueed evil not by exerting his arm of power but by extending his hand of love The
Lion has triumphed by becomingaLamb. At the centre of everything ssandsa God who
lovesus Youmay acknowedgetha heisamighty and yet resist him, but how can you
possibly resist the God who did this for you?

1N



