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“Look . . .  A Lamb!” 
 
Reading: Rev 5:1-14 
 
Not everything we treat as important is really that important.  Somebody one remarked 
that nobody on his deathbed ever wished he had spent more time at the office.  Puts 
things in perspective, doesnÕt it?  It sometimes takes something quite serious to enable us 
to distinguish between what is relatively important and what is really important. 
 
This is true of our Christian lives too and it is even true of the Bible.  God has given it all.  
It forms a whole and it all needs to be there.  But some parts are of greater strategic 
importance than others.  They are important landmarks and they furnish clues that help us 
to understand the big picture. 
 
This morning we are looking at one of the key chapters, not only of the Book of 
Revelation but of the whole Bible.  If you want to know what God has done and is doing 
in human history . . . if you want to know where this world is heading . . . if you want a 
key to the meaning of reality . . . if you want to see what God is really like, there is no 
better chapter than this one. 
 
I THROUGH JOHN, WE ARE GIVEN A FRONT ROW SEAT AT THE 

CONTROL CENTRE IN THE SUPREME HEADQUARTERS OF THE 
UNIVERSE 

 
 Let me briefly remind you of the awe-inspiring scene we saw last week. 
 
A. Something momentous 
 We can sense that something momentous is about to happen when we see a door 

standing open in heaven and we hear a voice like a trumpet summoning John, 
ÒCome up here ÉÓ 

 
1. The Throne 
 The first thing we notice is a magnificent throne.  Someone is seated upon 

it -- but resplendent light emanates from him and from the throne so that it 
is not easy to make out his features.  So radiant is his appearance that it 
resembles an iridescent diamond and a ruby-red sardius.  The throne is 
encircled by an emerald-green rainbow. 

 
2. The awesomeness of the scene 

The awesomeness of the scene is underlined as we see blinding flashes of 
lightening and hear deafening peels of thunder.  Before the throne a seven-
branched candelabrum is blazing.  Adding to the magnificence is what 
seems like a sea of glass, clear as crystal, reflecting the red and the white 
and the green and the orange. 
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3. Living creatures and elders 
 Closest to the throne he notices four Ôliving creatures.Õ  There are similar 

descriptions in Ezekiel and Isaiah.  These were like the cherubim in 
Ezekiel 1 and, in some respects, like the seraphim in Isaiah 6.  Since their 
features are clearly symbolic, it does not help us to try to picture them.  
They are mentioned seventeen times in the book and act as ÔchoirmastersÕ 
leading the worship in heaven (4:9). 

 
Surrounding them are twenty-four elders dressed in white robes with gold 
crowns Ð the twenty-four elders assembled here represent GodÕs redeemed 
people in both Old and New Testaments. 

 
4. Worship 

The resplendent beings who surround the throne cannot contain 
themselves in the presence of this glorious and awesome God.  Day and 
Night they never stop saying: 
 

ÔHoly, holy, holy 
is the LORD God Almighty 
who was, and is, and is to come.Õ 

 
 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honour and thanks to him who 

sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever Ð the twenty-four elders 
fall down before him and worship him.  They lay their crowns before the 
throne and say, 

 
ÔYou are worthy our LORD and God to receive glory and 
honour and power, for you created all things, and by your 
will they were created and have their being.Õ 
 

B. What a perspective-altering picture!   
 Here is the real King.  It makes me think of the description in Psalm 93: 
 
 The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; 
 the LORD is robed in majesty  
 and is armed with strength. 
 The world is firmly established; 
 It cannot be moved. 
 Your throne was established long ago; 
 You are from all eternity (Ps. 93:1, 2). 
 
 How does one describe such a scene?  The magnificent surroundings, the radiant 

light, the flashes of lightning and the low rumbled of thunder, the highest beings 
in the heavenly court leaving their thrones, laying their crowns before him and 
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prostrating themselves in his presence.  Here is holiness; here is splendour; here is 
majesty! 

 
 Bruce Metzger put it so well: 
 

 (John) attempts to describe the transcendental glory and grandeur 
of God who reigns from the throne.  But how was he to convey the 
dazzling brilliance of this exalted scene?  The finite languages of 
earth are incapable of defining the infinite realities that John saw in 
heaven; hence he must use earthly analogies, but always with the 
understanding that the heavenly reality far surpasses the earthly 
symbol.1 
 

II AS JOHN GAZES IN WONDER AT THIS AWE-INSPIRING SIGHT, 
THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT 
 

A. The vision is amplified  
 The great drama of the New Testament is brought into the tableau of the Old. 

 
B. The Scroll  

John notices that there is a scroll in the right hand of him who sits on the throne.  
It is not just any scroll.  It contained writing on both sides, which was unusual.  
This indicates that it was full to overflowing with information.  Important scrolls 
were often sealed so that the contents were accessible only to those who had 
specific authority to read the contents.  This one was sealed with seven seals.  The 
information contained in it was top secret. 
 

C. The Mighty Angel’s Call 
 A mighty angel appeared.  He had to be mighty so that his voice could reach the 

farthest extremities of the universe.  He proclaimed in a loud voice, ÒWho is 
worthy to break the seals and the open the scroll?Ó 

 
But no-one in heaven or on earth or under the earth (in all of creation) could open 
the scroll or even look inside it.  No angel in heaven, no sage from the past, no 
prophet or teacher or potentate Ð no one in all of creation! 

 
In his heightened state of consciousness, John reacts spontaneously.  The 
translators have attempted to convey the intensity of his reaction: ÒI wept and 
wept.Ó  The particular word used here means to wail out loud Ð to break oneÕs 
heart.  It is qualified by the adjective ÔmuchÕ. 
 
Why such an extreme reaction?  John senses the seriousness of the situation.  That 
scroll represents GodÕs eternal plan, his decree which is all-comprehensive, his 

                                                
1 Bruce M. Metzger, Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation (Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 1993), 48. 
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purpose with respect to the entire universe -- throughout history.  We could say 
that he wept because if the seals could not be broken, the plan of God would not 
be revealed to him.  I think there is even more to it than that,  In this dramatic 
presentation, it is likely that he had a sense that since no one was worthy to Òopen 
the scroll or even look inside itÓ the plan will not be carried out.  The execution of 
the plan is dependent on someone being able to open the scroll. 
 

D. The elder’s announcement 
We do not know how long John was in this state.  Then one of the twenty-four 
elders, representing the people of God in both testaments, made the all-important 
announcement: 
 

ÔDo not weep!  See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of 
David, has triumphed.  He is able to open the scroll and its seven 
seals.Õ  
 

John would have understood the reference.  The Messiah was to be from the tribe 
of Judah, the symbol of which was a Lion and he was to be the Son of David 
(Gen. 49:8-10; Isaiah 11:1; 2 Sam 7:12-16; Ps. 89:26-37; Isa. 11:1 [Jesse was 
DavidÕs father2]; Mt 1:1; 22:41-46; John 7:41-42; Rom. 1:1-4) 
 

E. The Lamb 
 John turns his attention from the elder back to the throne.  I think it is likely that 

he expected to see something.3  The entire portrayal is visual and symbolic.  ÒThe 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed.Ó  As he looks, to his 
amazement he sees, not a lion, but a Lamb.  With some justification Eugene 
Boring says: ÒThis is perhaps the most mind-wrenching rebirth of images in 
literature.  The slot reserved in the system for the lion has been filled by the Lamb 
of God.Ó4 

 
 ThereÕs more.  It is a little lamb that John sees. The word usually used to describe 

a sheep is amnos.  It can mean lamb but may also refer to a sheep.   But the word 
used here is arnion.  It invariably means lamb Ð possibly even Òlittle lambÓ.5 

 
 ThereÕs more.  This Lamb looked as if it had been slain. 
 
 More still.  It was now standing at the centre of the throne, inside the circle of 

elders and cherubim.   
 

                                                
2 See also Jer. 23:5; 33:15; Zech 3:8; 6:12. 
3 Several times in the book, an announcement is followed by a vision.  John hears something and then sees 
that which has been announced (1:10, 12; 6:1, 2; 7:4, 9; 22;8). 
4 Eugene Boring quoted in Darrell W. Johnson, Discipleship on the Edge: An Expository Journey through 
the Book of Revelation (Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 2004), 146. 
5 Originally arnion was a diminutive form of ar! n (lamb) but it did not always mean ÒlittleÓ in NT times. 
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 Even more: it has seven horns and seven eyes.  This Lamb that is obviously alive, 
but bears the marks of slaughter; it has seven horns and seven eyes.  Seven is the 
number of completeness, the horns are pictures of strength and the eyes are 
symbols of knowledge and wisdom.  This Lamb, looking as if it has been slain, 
stands who at the very centre of the throne also carries the symbols of complete 
wisdom and absolute power. 

 
F. The climactic moment 
 The Lamb then comes and takes the scroll from the hand of the One seated on the 

throneÓ (5:7).6 
 
III BEFORE WE GO ANY FURTHER, I MUST PLACE THIS MOMENT IN 

ITS BIBLICAL CONTEXT 
 
 There is a very significant history that explains what is going on here. 
 
A. “Where is the Lamb?” 
 Nearly two thousand years before, a father and son made their way up Mount 

Moriah.  The boy turned to his dad and asked the obvious question:  
 

ÒFather?Ó 
ÒYes, my son?Ó Abraham replied. 
ÒThe fire and wood are here,Ó Isaac said, Òbut where is the lamb 
for the burnt offering?Ó 
(In words more prophetic than he knew), Abraham answered, 
ÒGod himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my sonÓ 
(Gen. 22:7-8). 

 
B. The sacrificial system 
 God instituted a sacrificial system that entailed the sacrifice of unblemished lambs 

as substitutes for guilty sinners (See Lev. 1-7).7 
 
C. The Servant  
 God promised to send someone as his perfect representative.  Listen to what he 

says about him: 
 
 ÔHere is my servant, whom I uphold,  

my chosen one in whom I delight; 
 I will put my Spirit on him  

and he will bring justice to the nations (Isa. 42:1) 
 
 See, my servant will act wisely;  

he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 

                                                
6 Here one thinks of Daniel 7:13-14. 
7 Lambs were not the only animals to be sacrif iced.  The role of the Passover lamb was also signif icant (Ex 
12:1-11). 
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 He was despised and rejected by men,  

a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. 
 Like one from whom men hide their faces  

he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
 
 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him 

stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
 But he was pierced for our transgressions,  

he was crushed for our iniquities; 
 the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,  

and by his wounds we are healed. 
 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  

each of us has turned to his own way;  

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 7He was oppressed and afflicted,  

yet he did not open his mouth;  
 he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,  

and as a sheep before her shearers is silent,  
so he did not open his mouth (Isa. 52:12; 53:3-7). 
 

D. “Look, the Lamb of God” 
 One day, as Jesus came walking towards John the Baptist, John pointed him out to 

some of his disciples:  ÒLook, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!Ó (John 1:29) 

 
E. “I lay down my life” 

 Do you remember the words of Jesus to his disciples?    ÒThe reason my Father 
loves me is that I lay down my life Ð only to take it up again.  No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have authority to lay it down and 
authority to take it up again.  This command I received from my FatherÓ (John 
10:17-18). 

 
F. The Emmaus Road 
 After his resurrection Jesus joined two of his disconsolate disciples on their 

journey home to Emmaus.  They did not recognize him and rehearsed the sad 
events of the last few days.  Listen to what he said to them: 

 
 ÒHow foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken!  26Did not the Christ have to suffer these 
things and then enter his glory?Ó  27And beginning with Moses and 
all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself (Luke 24:25-27). 
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G. The Ethiopian eunuch 
 One day Philip the evangelist joined the chariot of an Ethiopian official on his 

way from Jerusalem.  The man happened to be reading the passage from Isaiah 
that I quoted just a moment ago.  Listen to the account. 

 
The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: 
 
ÒHe was led like a sheep to the slaughter,  
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,  
so he did not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.  
Who can speak of his descendants?   
For his life was taken from the earth.Ó 
 
The eunuch asked Philip, ÒTell me, please, who is the prophet talking 
about, himself or someone else?Ó  Then Philip began with that very 
passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus (Acts 8:32-
36). 
 

H. The precious blood of Christ 
Listen to the way Peter puts it in his first letter: 

 
 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver 

or gold that you were redeemed form the empty way of life handed 
down to you from your forefathers, 19but with the precious blood 
of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  20He was chosen 
before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last 
times for your sake (1 Pet. 1:18-20). 

 
 This is the background to the picture.  It is the centre point of history.  It is the 

most stupendous fact of the ages.  God went to these lengths to save us.  ÒLook, 
the lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed.  He is able to open 
the scroll and its seven seals.  Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slainÓ 
(5:5, 6). 

 
IV NOW LOOK AND LISTEN TO WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 
 
A. The new song 
 As soon as he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 

elders fell down before the Lamb in worship.  Each one was given a harp and they 
were holding golden bowls full of incense which represent the prayers of the 
saints.   

 
They sang a new song.  Again the language helps us.  There are two words for 
ÒnewÓ.  The one is neos, which means ÔnewÕ in respect of time.  The other is 
kainos which means new - different in respect of essential quality.  A neos object 
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may be exactly the same as an old object, but it is more recent.  Those responsible 
for the monetary supply have to keep on minting new coins and printing new 
banknotes.  As some of the currency is withdrawn because it is worn out, it is 
replaced by new (neos) but otherwise identical coins or notes.  But, every so 
often, it is announced that a brand new coin or note is coming out.  It is different 
from the old one.  It is not only neos; it is a kainos coin or note. It is qualitatively 
different.  The elders and living creatures sang a new (kainos) song.  In other 
words, something had happened that gave rise to a qualitatively different 
response. 
 

You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals,  
because you were slain,  
and with your blood you purchased men for God  
from every tribe and language and people and nation.   
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests  
to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth  
(5:9-10; my italics). 

 
B. The scene is enlarged 
 Suddenly, the scene is enlarged.  John hears the voice of myriads of angels 

numbering thousands upon thousands and ten thousand times ten thousand.  They 
encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.   

 
 In a loud voice they sang: 
 

ÔWorthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour 
and glory and praise!Õ 

 
And then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on 
the sea and all that is in them, singing, 
 

ÔTo him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be praise and 
honour and glory and power, for ever and ever!Õ 
 

And the four living creatures said, ÒAmenÓ and the elders fell down and 
worshipped. 

 
C. Concentric circles 
 We can picture the scene in terms of concentric circles. 
 

Closest to the throne are the cherubim. 
 
Around them are the twenty-four elders. 
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Around the elders are thousands upon thousands, ten thousand times ten thousand 
angels. 
 
Beyond them is every creature in all of creation. 
 
As the elders sing the new song, the angels join them.  A wave of praise emanates 
in that inner circle and spreads out to the circumference of the universe.  As it 
does so, the whole of creation bursts forth in praise and worship. 
 
Then, from every part of that circle a radius of praise is drawn in toward the 
centre!8  And there at the centre is the Lamb who was slain! 
 
Right now, the LAMB stands at the centre of the throne. 
 

God has exalted him to the highest place and given him the name 
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
FatherÓ (Phil 2:9-11). 
 

Yes, he is entitled to glory as the eternal Son of God (John 1:14; 17:5).  But we 
must not miss the Òtherefore in the Philippians passage.  There is a new song 
because there is a new glory.  His current place of honour is because he is the 
Lamb of God 

 
Being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God  
something to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man,  
he humbled himself  
and became obedient to death- 
even death on a cross!   
 
Therefore God has exalted him . . . (Phil 2:5-8) 
 

The Writer to the Hebrews concurs: 
 

God left nothing that is not subject to (mankind).  Yet at present 
we do not see everything subject to (mankind).  But we see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with 

                                                
8 Michael Wilcock, The Message of Revelation: I Saw Heaven Opened (Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press, 
1975), 69. 
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honour because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for everyone 
(Heb 2:8-9). 
 

Conclusion 
 
What can we say?  When we contemplate GodÕs attributes Ð we are filled with awe. 
When we consider his creation, his might and his wisdom, we are moved to adoration.  
But when we ponder his salvation, we stand back in utter amazement.  As we 
contemplate the lengths to which he has gone, we are drawn by his grace.  God has 
conquered evil not by exerting his arm of power but by extending his hand of love.  The 
Lion has triumphed by becoming a Lamb.  At the centre of everything stands a God who 
loves us.  You may acknowledge that he is almighty and yet resist him, but how can you 
possibly resist the God who did this for you? 
 
 


