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THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST 
 

The Significant Signs 
(Revelation 12 to 14) 

 
We have now ar r ived at  t he hear t  of  t he book.  Paul Spilsbur y ent it led his ÒReader Õs 
guide t o t he Book of  Revelat ion,Ó The Thr one, t he Lamb and t he Dr agon.1  That  is a good 
t it le.  What ever  else we say about  t he book, it  is a por t r ayal of  t he cosmic bat t le 
bet ween t he Lamb and t he Dr agon.  This t akes place against  t he backgr ound of  t he 
ever -pr esent  t hr one.   As we f ocus on a signif icant  development  in t he book we will 
endeavour  t o int er pr et  it  by r ef er r ing t o t he ver y clear  t eaching f ound elsewher e in 
t he New Test ament .  
 
I  must  r emind you t hat  t he Revelat ion is pr obably t he most  misunder st ood book in t he 
Bible.  That  is because it  has been t r eat ed as a celest ial t imet able, wit h lit t le or  no 
r egar d t o it s or iginal set t ing or  i t s lit er ar y genr e.  I t s symbols and t he pur pose of  t he 
r ound number s have been misunder st ood.  Nat ions and poli t ical leader s have been 
ident i f ied as have helicopt er s and gas masks, heavy ar t iller y and nuclear  war f ar e.  This 
can be r ivet ing st uf f  but  it Õs not  what  t he book is about .  The scenes in t he book depict  
r eali t y, but  we must  not  assume t hat  t he scenes in chapt er s 8-11 f ollow t he scenes in 
chapt er  6-7 chr onologically.  The sect ions of  t he book r un par allel t o each ot her . No 
at t empt  is made t o map out  human hist or y or  t o give us a blow-by-blow account  of  t he 
last  seven year s of  t his age. 
 
I nst ead, by means of  impor t ant  symbols, God gives an insight  int o what  was r eally going 
on behind t he scenes at  t he end of  t he f ir st  cent ur y, what  is going on r ight  now and 
what  will happen in t he f ut ur e.  Most  impor t ant ly, he shows us in symbolic language how 
it  will all end: t he Dr agon is def eat ed; his inst r ument s ar e j udged, and t he Lamb, who 
has been at  t he cent r e of  t he t hr one all along, is t r iumphant .  Even when evil appear s t o 
be r ampant , it  is not  because t hings ar e out  of  GodÕs cont r ol.  GodÕs people have of t en 
had t o suf f er  and ar e encour aged t o be f ait hf ul.  But , on account  of  t he suf f er ing of  
t he Lamb, t hey ar e r edeemed and t hr ough t heir  suf f er ing and cour age, t hey t r iumph.  
Ult imat ely, evil is eliminat ed, God makes all t hings new, t her e is per f ect  har mony as (a 
r edeemed) humanit y enj oys unsullied f ellowship wit h God in t he holy cit y.  All t his t akes 
place at  t he coming of  t he Lor d.  Appr opr iat ely, t he last  wor ds of  t he Lor d t o his 
embat t led people is, ÒSur ely I  come quickly!Ó  And our  r esponse is: ÒEven so, come Lor d 
J esus.Ó   

                                                
1 Paul Spilsbur y, The Thr one, t he Lamb and t he Dr agon (Downer s Gr ove: I nt er Varsit y Pr ess, 
200 2). 
 



Revelation Sermon Series, Study Notes Ð Copyright Ellis AndrŽ 2007 
 

 
 2 

 
 

Description 
Think of  a lit t le congr egat ion, say in Philadelphia.  They' r e  much near er  t o J ohn' s way 
of  t hinking and speaking t han we ar e; t hey can hear  Ôin t heir  mindÕs ear Õ t he ver y lilt  of  
his voice - t hey' r e much mor e f amiliar  wit h t he apocalypt ic st yle of  wr it ing - a st yle 
which uses pict ur es and symbols t o convey spir i t ual t r ut h -  t han we ar e. They gat her  in 
someone' s home on t he Lor d' s Day.  As t he let t er  is r ead aloud t o t hem, t hey' r e 
hanging on ever y wor d.  When t he r eader  comes t o t he end of  t he par agr aph t hey' r e 
wonder ing "What  happens next ?" 
 
As t hey list en, a r at her  f r ight ening scene is depict ed.  The set t ing is heaven.  The 
scene is int r oduced by f lashes of  light ening, r umbling, peals of  t hunder , an ear t hquake 
and a gr eat  hai l st or m.  
 
A Woman 
They see a woman, glor iously clot hed. The sun is her  gar ment , t he moon her  f oot st ool, 
and she is wear ing a glist ening cr own compr ising t welve st ar s. But  she is cr ying out  
because she is in labour  and is about  t o give bir t h t o a son who is dest ined t o r ule t he 
whole wor ld (12:1). 
 
The Dr agon 
But , hor r or  of  hor r or s, t her e, r ight  bef or e her , is an enor mous r ed dr agon. Think of  a 
winged ser pent , wit h cr est ed head and dest r uct ive claws, cr uel and savage.  I t  has 
seven heads and t en hor ns, and t her e is a cr own on each head.  So immense in size is 
t he dr agon t hat  i t s mammot h t ail, lashing acr oss t he sky, sweeps away one t hir d of  t he 
st ar s of  heaven and f lings t hem t o t he ear t h (12:3-6).  
 
The Bir t h 
This dr agon has only one t hing in mind.  I t  want s t o gobble up t he chi ld as soon as i t  is 
bor n.  But  bef or e i t  can do t his t he chi ld is caught  up t o God and t o his t hr one and t he 
woman f lees int o a hiding place in t he deser t  pr epar ed f or  her  by God (12:2-6). 
 
The War  
This event  pr ecipit at es a huge war  in heaven.  Michael, t he ar changel, and his angels 
at t ack t he dr agon and his angels.  But  t he dr agon is def eat ed and he and his emissar ies 
ar e cast  out  of  heaven (12:7-12).  J ohn comment s: 
 

The gr eat  dr agon was hur led down - t hat  ancient  ser pent  called t he devil, 
or  Sat an, who leads t he whole wor ld ast r ay. He was hur led t o t he ear t h, 
and his angels wit h him (12:9). 

 



Revelation Sermon Series, Study Notes Ð Copyright Ellis AndrŽ 2007 
 

 
 3 

 
 
 
The Loud Voice 
A loud voice t hen r esounds in heaven saying: 
 

Now have come t he salvat ion and t he power   
and t he kingdom of  God, 
and t he aut hor it y of  his Chr ist . 
For  t he accuser  of  our  br ot her s, 
who accuses t hem bef or e our  God 
day and night ,  
has been hur led down. 
They over came him 
by t he blood of  t he Lamb 
and by t he wor d of  t heir  t est imony, 
t hey did not  love t heir  lives so much 
as t o shr ink f r om deat h. 
Ther ef or e r ej oice, you heavens 
and you who dwell in t hem! 
But  woe t o t he ear t h and t he sea,  
because t he devi l has gone down t o you! 
He is f i lled wit h f ur y, 
because he knows t hat  his t ime is shor t " 
(12:10-12). 

 
The Dr agon' s Fur y 
The dr agon t hen pur sues t he woman who gave bir t h t o t he male chi ld, bent  on her  
dest r uct ion. But  t he woman is given t he wings of  an eagle and is kept  out  of  t he 
dr agon' s r each.  The dr agon at t empt s t o dr own her  by spewing a t or r ent  of  wat er  f r om 
it s mout h, but  somehow t he ear t h swallows up t he wat er  and t he woman' s lif e is 
spar ed. So enr aged is t he dr agon t hat  i t  goes of f  t o make war  against  t he r est  of  t he 
woman' s of f spr ing - "t hose who obey God' s commandment s and hold t o t he t est imony 
of  J esus" (Rev 12:13-13:1). 
 
Her e is how t he dr agon vent s his wr at h.  He employs t hr ee agent s. We see him 
st anding upon t he shor e of  t he sea. 
 

 The Monst er  f r om t he Sea 
The apost le sees a monst er  of  indescr ibable hor r or  emer ging f r om t he wat er . 
He f ir st  cat ches sight  of  t he hor ns.  Ther e ar e t en of  t hem and t her e is a 
cr own on each one.  Then t he seven heads appear , each cont aining a blasphemous 
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name. We ar e st r uck by t he similar i t y of  t he beast  t o t he dr agon it self , at  least  
in r egar d t o t he heads and t he hor ns.  As t he body comes int o view, it  is t hat  of  
a leopar d, lar ge and f ier ce and swif t  t o spr ing on it s pr ey (cf . Dan 7:6; Hosea 
13:7; Hab 1:8). When it  comes up out  of  t he wat er , J ohn not ices t hat  it  has t he 
f eet  of  a bear .  I t  is r eady t o r end and t ear  and t o cr ush it s enemy wit h it s 
t er r ible claws. The mout h is ment ioned last  because it  is t he main point  of  t he 
f igur e.  This hor r ible beast  has a mout h of  t he lion; gr owling and r oar ing, it  is 
anxious t o dest r oy.  

 
 

All of  humankind seems enamour ed wit h t he beast . The dr agon has given t he 
beast  his power  and his t hr one and t his seems t o capt ivat e t he masses.  Ther e 
had been what  seemed like a f at al wound on one of  t he heads but  t he wound had 
been healed.  Not  only did t he beast  ut t er  t he most  out r ageous blasphemy -  he 
also exer cised his gr eat  power  against  God' s people and subj ect ed t hem t o 
int ense suf f er ing and per secut ion.  But  t his was f or  a set  per iod only (13:10-8). 
J ohn comment s: ÒThis calls f or  pat ient  endur ance and f ait hf ulness on t he par t  
of  t he saint sÓ (13:9-10). 

 
 The Beast  f r om t he Land 

Anot her  beast  appear s, t his t ime f r om t he count r yside.  Unlike t he f ir st  beast , 
it  almost  looks innocuous.  I t  has t wo small hor ns like a lamb.  But  it s appear ance 
belies i t s t r ue nat ur e.  I t  speaks like a dr agon!  I t s mission is t o enhance t he 
r eput at ion of  t he f ir st  beast  and it  does t his by spect acular  pseudo-mir acles.  
I t  at t empt s t o per suade or  coer ce ever yone, small and gr eat , r ich and poor , 
f r ee and slave, t o r eceive t he mar k of  t he beast  on his r ight  hand or  f or ehead 
so t hat  no-one could buy or  sell wit hout  t he mar k Òwhich is t he name of  t he 
beast  or  t he number  of  his name (13:11-17).  Then comes t he comment  t hat  
cont inues t o give r ise t o speculat ion and not  a lit t le sensat ionalism: ÒThis calls 
f or  wisdom. I f  anyone has insight , let  him calculat e t he number  of  t he beast , 
f or  i t  is a manÕs number .  The number  is 666 (13:18). 

 
 The Pr ost i t ut e 

I n chapt er  14, a t hir d agent  is int r oduced (and subsequent ly descr ibed in 
chapt er  17 and 18).  This t ime we see not  a f er ocious monst er  nor  a decept ive 
beast , but  a pr ost it ut e who int oxicat es people wit h her  seduct ive char m.  

 
Explanation 
Let Õs conf ine our selves t o t he most  basic of  int er pr et at ions at  t his st age.  (This, by t he 
way, is how we should appr oach t he book.  Fir st  we ascer t ain t he meaning of  t he 
obvious symbols and only t hen do we at t empt  t o f i ll in t he det ails.  I n t his way, t he 
main message r emains int act  even if  we dif f er  on t he less impor t ant  par t icular s). 
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The Woman 
At  f ir st  sight , t he woman who gave bir t h t o a son seems t o r epr esent  I sr ael (cf . Gen. 
37:9-11).  I t  is, however , wor t h at  least  consider ing t he suggest ion t hat  she depict s 
t he people of  God in bot h t est ament s. Some comment at or s have ar gued t hat  t he 
descr ipt ion pr event s us f r om ident if ying her  simply as I sr ael even t hough she has a 
cr own of  t welve st ar s on her  head.  On t he ot her  hand she cannot  simply be a chur ch, 
since t he chur ch as such cannot  r ealist ically be por t r ayed as t he mot her  of  it s 
f ounder .   
For  example, Michael Wilcock comment s: 
 

She is not  simply Mar y, t he act ual mot her  of  J esus; nor  Mar yÕs 
ancest r ess, Eve, whose of f spr ing was t o be t he ser pent Õs gr eat  enemy 
(Gen 3:15); nor  even all mot her s in t he chosen line bet ween t hem.  For  
r egar ded as a ÔsignÕ, she is ador ned wit h t he splendour  of  sun, moon, and 
t welve st ar s, which in a par allel Old Test ament  dr eam (J osephÕs in Gen 
37:9-11) r epr esent  t he whole f amily of  I sr ael.  What  is mor e, she 
cont inues t o exist  even af t er  Chr ist Õs ascension, and lives f or  Ôone 
t housand t wo hundr ed and six t y days, t he whole per iod of  chur ch hist or y 
f r om his f ir st  coming t o his second.  (Wilcock believes he has pr eviously 
est ablished t his f act ).  She is in f act  t he chur ch: t he old I sr ael, Ôt he 
human st ock f r om which Chr ist  cameÕ (Rom 9:5; Knox), and t he new 
I sr ael, whom he has now lef t  in or der  t o go back t o t he Fat her  Ð t hough 
he has not  lef t  her  comf or t less, because like t hose pr eviously not ed 
symbols of  GodÕs chur ch, Moses and Elij ah (t he t wo wit nesses; 11:1-12, cf . 
Ex 15, 16, 1 Kings 19), she f inds in t he deser t  of  t he wor ld a place of  
saf et y and t he pr ovision of  her  needs.2 

 
Ther e r eally isn' t  a pr oblem her e.  Fr om our  per spect ive we may dist inguish shar ply 
bet ween I sr ael in t he Old Test ament  and t he Chur ch in t he New. Fr om God' s 
per spect ive t her e is no such disj unct ion.  The chur ch is seen as t he I sr ael of  God (Gal 
6:16).  I t  f ulf ils now t he t ask assigned t o I sr ael in t he Old Test ament  (Ex 19:5, 6; 1 Pet  
2:9, 10).  New Test ament  believer s have been gr af t ed like wild olive br anches int o t he 
cult ivat ed olive t r ee - r epr esent ing I sr ael (Rom 11:13-24).  I t  is not  by accident  t hat  
t he New J er usalem has gat es which bear  t he names of  t welve t r ibes (t he pat r iar chs of  
I sr ael) and walls whose f oundat ions ar e inscr ibed wit h t he names of  t he t welve 
apost les (Rev 21:12-14; cf . Eph 2:19-22). 
 
The Son 

                                                
2 Michael Wilcock, The Message of  Revelat ion: I  Saw Heaven Opened (Leicest er : I nt er -Var sit y Pr ess, 

1975), 118-119. 
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I t  is even easier  t o ident if y t he son bor n t o her , since he is dest ined t o r ule t he 
nat ions (Rev 12:5; cf . Ps 2; Dan 7:13, 14; 1 Cor  15:25; Rev 19:15, 16). This is undoubt edly 
t he Lor d himself .3 
The Dr agon 
The dr agon symbolises Sat an, as is clear ly st at ed in ver se 9 (Rev 12:9). The dr agon has 
one f ixat ion. He is implacably opposed t o t he child and want s t o dest r oy him.  Unable t o 
do t hat , he f ocuses his at t ent ion upon t he Chur ch.  Pr event ed f r om dest r oying t he 
Chur ch as such, he does all he can t o make t he lives of  it s individual member s 
impossible.4 
 
His Agent s 
To do t his he uses var ious inst r ument s.  Much debat e has t aken place concer ning t he 
pr ecise ident i t y of  t he evi l t r io of  t he monst er  f r om t he sea, t he beast  f r om t he land 
and t he pr ost i t ut e.  What ever  oneÕs views about  par t icular  manif est at ions of  t hese 
villains, t hey clear ly r epr esent  impor t ant  power s t hat  have opposed God and all t hat  is 
good.  Sat an uses t yr annical and blasphemous power  t o t er r or ise and oppr ess.  The 
f ir st  beast  is a pict ur e of  how low t he st at e can sink when it  ar r ogat es power  t o it self  
and abuses t his power , when it s self - int er est  plays int o t he hands of  Sat an, when 
inst ead of  act ing as God' s ser vant  t o do good (Rom 13:4), it  is manipulat ed by Sat an f or  
whom power  is an obsession.  The wor k of  t he f ir st  beast  is advanced, mor e t han we 
can know, by f alse r eligion and ideology. These t wo diabolical animals make a f or midable 
combinat ion since t hr ough ant ichr ist ian ideology t he f alse pr ophet  succeeds in 
mesmer ising and beguiling people. The t hir d member  of  t he evil t r io (t he pr ost i t ut e) 
uses gli t t er  and sensualit y t o impr ess and seduce.  The f ir st  r eader s would have seen, 
in t hese pict ur es, r epr esent at ions of  Rome.  Br uce Met zger  emphasises t he or iginal 
signif icance of  t he r ef er ences: 
 

This beast  symbolises t he Roman Empir e, which in J ohnÕs day was t he 
embodiment  of  Ant ichr ist , a wor ld power  in opposit ion t o t he r eign of  
Chr ist .  The beast , we ar e t old, Òopened it s mout h t o ut t er  blasphemies 
against  GodÓ (13:6), r eviling his name and his heavenly dwelling.  We know 
what  t his means.  Beginning wit h J ulius Caesar , Roman emper or s had been 
deif ied, t hat  is, t hey wer e given st at us and wor ship due t o a god, t he 
ear ly ones af t er  t heir  deat h, but  lat er  emper or s even dur ing t heir  

                                                
3 Some wr it er s have ar gued t hat  t he male child descr ibes t he 144 000.  This is because t hey f ail t o 
under st and t he nat ur e of  t he book and ar e compelled t o f or ce an unnat ur al int er pr et at ion on t he t ex t .  
Since t hey see t he event s of  t he book as descr ibing sequent ial event s t hat  t ake place in t he last  seven 
year s of  t he age, t he male child cannot  be Chr ist  but  must  be somebody or  somet hing t hat  or iginat es in 
t he last  seven year s of  t he age. 
4 

Under st andably, many t hose who believe t hat  t he woman r ef er s t o I sr ael would under st and t he dr agonÕs 

wr at h t o be dir ect ed at  t he J ewish people, in which case t hey would int er pr et  Òt he r est  of  her  of f spr ingÓ 
(12:17) t o mean New Test ament  believer s as dist inct  f r om I sr ael. 
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lif et ime . . . The Emper or  Domit ian r equir ed t hat  people addr ess him as 
Òour  lor d and god.Ó  I n most  of  t he cit ies t o which J ohn was wr it ing, 
t emples had been bui lt  t o t hese Òdeit iesÓ Ð a mocker y of  t he heavenly 
dwelling of  t he one t r ue God.5 

Wit h r ef er ence t o t he second beast  (t he f alse pr ophet ), Met zger  r emar ks:  
 

Wit h a gr im par ody J ohn descr ibes t he beast  as having Òt wo hor ns like a 
lambÓ Ð t hat  is, i t  has t aken on t he guise of  GodÕs chosen one, yet  Òit  
spoke like a dr agon (13:11).  This agent  of  t he dr agon pr omot ed t he 
wor ship of  t he emper or  by means of  all kinds of  spect acular  t r icks of  
bogus r eligion (13:13-15), even causing t he image of  t he f ir st  beast  t o 
appear  t o be alive.6 

 
This would have been t heir  init ial ident if icat ion.  But  t he manif est at ions of  
blasphemous power , f alse ideology (r eligion) and beguiling gli t t er  (t he pr ost it ut e) ar e 
not  conf ined t o ancient  Rome.  They r ecur  in dif f er ent  f or ms dur ing t he ent ir e per iod 
bet ween t he f ir st  and second comings of  Chr ist . 
 
Our  at t ent ion is not  so much on t he deadly t r io as upon t he dr agon who inspir es t hem.  
Evil will of t en seem t o be t r iumphant  in t he pr esent  age.  Think of  t he ef f ect  t hat  t he 
r emainder  of  t he book would have on Chr ist ians living at  t he t ime of  wr it ing.  They ar e 
t old: ÒThis calls f or  pat ient  endur ance and f ait hf ulness on t he par t  of  t he saint sÓ 
(13:10), but  t hey ar e t hen pr esent ed wit h cont r ast ing pict ur es (t he Lamb and t he 144 
000, t he announcement s of  t he t hr ee angels and t he voice f r om heaven 14:1-13).  This 
is f ollowed by t he announcement  of  Òt he har vest  of  t he ear t hÓ, depict ing j udgment  
(14:14-20).  Again we hear  t he r ef r ain: ÒThis calls f or  pat ient  endur ance and 
f ait hf ulness on t he par t  of  t he saint sÓ (14:12).  Not ice t hat  t he dr agon and t he evi l t r io 
int r oduced her e ar e lat er  dealt  wit h in r ever se or der .  I n t he r est  of  t he book we r ead 
of  how God deals f ir st  wit h t he pr ost i t ut e, Babylon, t hen wit h t he beast  f r om t he sea -  
t he Ant ichr ist , t hen wit h t he beast  f r om t he land - t he False Pr ophet , and t hen f inally, 
 wit h t he Dr agon himself . 
 
A r azor -shar p sickle 
The vision concludes wit h one "like a son of  man" seat ed on a whit e cloud wit h a cr own 
of  gold upon his head and a r azor -shar p sickle in his hand.  I t  is har vest  t ime and he is 
coming t o set t le t he quest ion of  evi l once and f or  all (Dan 7:14; Mt  13: 29, 30, 40-43; 

                                                
5 Br uce M. Met zger , Br eaking t he Code: Under st anding t he Book of  Revelat ion (Nashville: Abingdon Pr ess, 

1993), 75. 
6 I bid. 
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24:30, 31). 
 
The Dragon’s Attack on the Child 

 
Pr ior  t o t he his bir t h 
Pr ior  t o t he Lor d' s coming Sat an did all he could t o dest r oy t he nat ion of  I sr ael, t he 
t r ibe of  J udah and t he f amily of  David. 
 
At  Bet hlehem 
When J esus was bor n, Her od at t empt ed t o t ake his lif e. I n doing so he was aligning 
himself  wit h t he Dr agon' s pur pose. 
 
The Tempt at ion 
Dur ing t he t empt at ion in t he wilder ness Sat an at t empt ed t o dest r oy t he Lor d' s mission 
complet ely.  Had he succeeded, t he ef f ect  would have been t he same as if  t he Dr agon 
had swallowed t he chi ld at  bir t h. 
 
J udas 
Af t er  employing ever y f oul st r at agem t hat  he could, Sat an "ent er ed int o" J udas (J n 
13:27) and hounded J esus t o t he cr oss, not  knowing (or  accept ing) t hat  he was 
cont r ibut ing t o his own dest r uct ion. 
 
The def eat  of  t he Dr agon 
We usually emphasise t hat  on t he cr oss J esus paid t he pr ice f or  our  salvat ion.  Quit e 
r ight ly, we st r ess t hat  his deat h was a subst i t ut ionar y sacr if ice.  But  t her e is 
somet hing else we need t o know.  On the cross the Dragon was dealt a death blow. 
The decisive vict or y was won in t he bat t le against  evi l.  The wr it er  t o t he Hebr ews 
t ells us t hat  J esus shar ed our  humanit y so t hat  "by his deat h he might  dest r oy him 
who holds t he power  of  deat h, t hat  is, t he devil" (Heb 2:14).  Paul explains t hat  at  
Calvar y he not  only f or gave our  sins but  "disar med t he power s and aut hor it ies (and) 
made a public spect acle of  t hem, t r iumphing over  t hem by t he cr oss" (Col 2:15). 
 
The Òhonour ableÓ way 
We don' t  know exact ly how evil or iginat ed but  we do know t hat  it  will be eliminat ed. 
God is doing it  in t he Ôhonour ableÕ way.  The lust  f or  power  and t he unlawf ul use of  
power  is at  t he hear t  of  t he pr oblem of  evil.  How appr opr iat e t hat , in r idding t he 
univer se of  evil, God does not  r esor t  simply t o t he use of  his super ior  might .  He t akes 
no unf air  advant age.  He does not  f ight  f ir e wit h f ir e.  He dest r oys opposit ion wit hout  
in any way t r ansgr essing t he demands of  his own holiness.  Power  does not  have t he last  
wor d; goodness does.  Might  only enf or ces what  has been est ablished t hr ough holy love. 
 
The Present 
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The War  Cont inues 
The decisive bat t le has been won.  The out come of  t he war  is cer t ain.  But  t he war  is 
not  over  yet .  And, whet her  we like it  or  not , we ar e par t  of  t he cosmic conf lict .  Even 
now "(our ) enemy t he devi l pr owls ar ound like a r oar ing lion, looking f or  someone t o 
devour " (1 Pet  5:8).  Paul war ns us t hat  he somet imes "masquer ades as an angel of  light " 
(2 Cor  11:14).  He is usually mor e danger ous when he is in disguise.  We ought  always t o 
r emember  t hat  our  r eal bat t le is not  against  "f lesh and blood but  against  t he r uler s, 
against  t he aut hor it ies, against  t he power s of  t his dar k wor ld and against  t he spir i t ual 
f or ces of  evil in t he heavenly r ealms" (Eph 6:12). 
 
 
 
Pr essing home Chr ist Õs vict or y 
Her e we need t o be balanced.  Some people ar e f ascinat ed by t he concept  of  spir i t ual 
war f ar e.  Anyt hing esot er ic or  met aphysical f ascinat es t hem.   But  let ' s not  er r  at  t he 
ot her  ext r eme.  Accor ding t o Scr ipt ur e we ar e engaged in spir it ual war f ar e.  Most  
impor t ant ly, we ar e t hor oughly equipped f or  t he bat t le.  J ames t ells us t hat  if  we 
r esist  t he devil, he will f lee f r om us (J as 4:7).  The Lor d was most  emphat ic about  t he 
inabilit y of  t he power s of  evi l t o over come His chur ch.  The gat es of  Hades will not  
over come t he chur ch which he himself  bui lds.  Spir i t ual aut hor it y has been commit t ed 
t o t he chur ch which exer cises it s mandat e in obedience t o God' s will.  To it  he commit s 
t he keys t o t he kingdom of  heaven; what ever  i t  binds on ear t h is bound in heaven and 
what ever  i t  looses on ear t h will be loosed in heaven (Mt  16:19; 18:18-20).  I n t he light  
of  t he f act  t hat  we ar e Òup against  spir i t ual f or ces of  evil in t he heavenly r ealms,Ó we 
should put  on t he f ull ar mour  of  God.  And t his ar mour  cover s us f r om head t o t oe - t he 
helmet  of  salvat ion t o f eet  t hat  ar e shod wit h t he r eadiness t hat  comes f r om t he 
gospel of  peace. The pr ot ect ive gear  helps us t o wit hst and ever y at t ack, but  we ar e 
also given an invincible of f ensive weapon - t he swor d of  t he Spir i t , which is t he wor d of  
God (Eph 6:17).  I n ot her  wor ds, "Though we live in t he wor ld we do not  wage war  as 
t he wor ld does.  The weapons we f ight  wit h ar e not  t he weapons of  t he wor ld. On t he 
cont r ar y, t hey have divine power  t o demolish st r ongholds" (I I  Cor  10:3, 4). 
 
So, t he decisive bat t le has been won.  Ult imat ely, complet e vict or y is assur ed.  We may 
not  under st and exact ly how evil could have ar isen in a univer se cr eat ed per f ect , but  we 
do know t hat  i t  will ult imat ely be eliminat ed.  The out come of  t he war  is cer t ain, but  
r ight  now t he bat t le is st ill r aging and, whet her  we like it  or  not , we' r e par t  of  t he 
cosmic conf lict .  As we engage in t he bat t le, let ' s keep in mind Paul' s amazing 
st at ement , "The God of  peace will soon cr ush Sat an under  your  f eet " (Rom 16:20). 
                                                                                          
Over  t hat  page is a br ief  out line of  t he sect ion we have cover ed. 
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 The Revelat ion of  Seven Signif icant  Signs (12:1-14:20) 
 
 1. A woman clot hed in t he sun (12:1-6) 
 2. Sat an cast  out  (12:7-12) 

3. War bet ween Sat an, t he woman and her son (12:13-17) 
4. The beast  f rom t he sea (13:1-10) 
5. The beast  f rom t he eart h (13:11-18) 
6. The Lamb on Mount  Zion (14:1-5) 

 
I NTERLUDE: VI SI ONS OF FI NAL J UDGMENT (14:6-20) 

 Three angels proclaim j udgment  (14:6-12) 
 The dead who die in t he Lord  (14:13) 

 
7. The harvest  of  t he eart h (14:14-20) 
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