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17 Sept ember 2006 
 

ÒA Compelling Voice in t he Desert Ó 
 
Reading: J ohn 1:19-34 
 
There  was a new excit ement  in t he air.   They hadnÕt seen anyt hing like it  f or  
cent urie s.  People were  f locking in t heir dr oves f rom J erusalem and all over  
J udea t o t he desert  region on t he ot her side of  t he J ord an River.  (Mark 1:5)  
On cent re  st age was a man called J ohn.  He seems t o have appeared out  of  
nowhere .  His clot hes wer e made of  camelsÕ hair and he wore  a leat her belt  
around his waist .  That , in it self , was signif icant ; t he renowned prophet , 
Elij ah, had dressed in t he same way. (I I  Kings 1:8; Mt . 3:4)  His t one was 
aut horit at ive. His voice was resonant . His message was uncompromising.  And 
his summons was simple: ÒRepent , f or t he kingdom of  God is near!Ó 
 
J ohn t he Bapt ist  is of t en port rayed in movies as a f anat ic wit h wild eyes and 
unkempt  hair.   Not hing could be f urt her f rom t he t rut h.  Rugged - yes, but  
f anat ical and slight ly unbalanced Ð no ways!  He answer ed pract ical quest ions 
wit h balance and sanit y.  (Lk. 3:7-14)  Zeal and int elligence are  not  mut ually 
exclusive qualit ies.  You only have t o r ead J esusÕ own assessment  of  t he man 
t o realize t hat  J ohn t he Bapt ist  was f ar -sight ed as well as big-spirit ed. (Mt  
11:7-15)  
 
People t raveled some dist ance t o get  t o him.  I f  you are  f amil iar  wit h t he 
t erra in, you wil l know t hat  it  was not  a pleasant  lit t le day t rip .  But  t hey 
came in t heir droves.  That Õs because in his preaching t hey heard  t he voice 
of  God.  There  was t hat  rin g of  prophet ic aut horit y.  You cannot  explain it , 
but  you know when it Õs t here . 
 
He was t elling people t hat  GodÕs long-await ed kingdom was soon t o dawn, 
calling upon t hem t o repent  and t o demonst rat e t his by being bapt ized.  And 
he was speaking, in exalt ed t erms, about  one who was soon t o appear on t he 
scene. 
 
A Delegat ion f rom t he Sanhedrin  
His f ort hrig ht  proclamat ion was causing such a st ir t hat  t he leaders  of  t he 
J ewish est ablishment  sent  a high-power delegat ion t o int erro gat e him.  I t  
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consist ed of  Prie st s and Levit es and t her e were  some Pharis ees in t ow as 
well.  They had been sent  by t he (leaders  of  t he) Sanhedrin , which was 
largely cont ro lled by t he f amily of  t he High Prie st .  They arriv ed f r om 
J erusalem wit h a bat t ery  of  quest ions.  Alt hough t heir init ial quest ion is not  
record ed, we can deduce f r om J ohnÕs answer t hat  it  was a point ed enquiry , 
ÒAre  you t he Chris t ?Ó (cf . Lk. 3:15).  Firs t  cent ury  Palest ine was rif e wit h 
Messianic expect at ion.  Some expect ed a Davidic Messiah.  Ot hers  (like t he 
Qumran communit y) expect ed a prie st ly Messiah as well.  And J ohn was 
unlike anyone t hey had seen or heard .  He was announcing t he imminent  
arriv al of  GodÕs kingdom.  So t he quest ion is not  surpris ing.   
   
J ohnÕs answer is cat egoric al.  And it  is more  t han a simple denial.    Here  is an 
opport unit y t o wit ness about  t he one who is t o come af t er him.  His answer 
reads lit era lly, ÒAnd he conf essed and did not  deny and he conf essed.  I  am 
not  t he Chris t !Ó (The ÔI Õ is emphat ic t o st rengt hen t he denial). The NI V 
t ranslat es t he vers e: ÒHe did not  f ail  t o conf ess, but  conf essed f reely, ÔI am 
not  t he Chris t .ÕÓ  (1:20) 
 
ÒThen who are  you?  Are  you Elij ah?Ó t hey asked.  Malachi had predict ed 
t hat  Elij ah would come bef ore  t he day of  t he LORD (Mal. 4:5, 6).  Because 
Elij ah had ascended in a whirl wind, some t ook t his prophecy t o mean t hat  t he 
prophet  himself  would r et urn. But  J ohn dissociat ed himself  f rom such 
not ions wit h a cat egoric al denial: ÒI  am not .Ó1 
 
Are  you t he Prophet ?  The prophet  like Moses, who would speak t he word s 
of  God, had long been regard ed as a special end-t ime f igure. (Deut . 18:15-18) 
The Samari t ans even ident if ied t he prophet  wit h t he promised Messiah.  But  
J ohn is adamant : ÒNo!Ó 
 
ÒThen who (exact ly) are  you?Ó t hey asked. ÒGive us an answer t o t ake back t o 
t hose who sent  us.  What  do you say about  yourself ?Ó 
  
J ohn answer ed in t he word s of  t he prophet  I saiah: ÒI  am t he voice of  one 
cry ing in t he desert , ÔMake st ra ight  t he way of  t he Lord .ÕÓ (I s. 40:3).  I n t he 
orig inal cont ext , t he prophet  was calling f or a (met aphoric al) improvement  in 
t he road syst em of  t he deser t  t o t he east , a leveling of  hil ls and valleys and 
a st ra ight ening of  t he curves t o accommodat e t he re t urn of  t he covenant  
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people f rom exile.  But  t his is ext ended, even in I saiah, t o re f er t o a much 
great er day when GodÕs kingdom wil l be ushered in. 
 
Some Pharis ees, who had accompanied t he Prie st s and Levit es, quest ioned 
him: ÒWhy t hen do you bapt ize if  you are  not  t he Chris t , nor Elij ah, nor t he 
Prophet ?Ó  The pract ice of  immers ion or rit ual washing was not  ent ire ly 
unknown.  I n Ôproselyt e bapt ismÕ t he Ôconvert sÕ dipped t hemselves.  Her e 
J ohn was doing t he bapt ising.  More  import ant ly, J ohn was bapt ising J ews.  
I n doing so he was sending an import ant  signal.  And t hat  prompt ed t he 
quest ion.  No-one could deny t hat  t his man spoke wit h aut horit y.  But  what  
did t his pract ice mean?  What  was he t ry ing t o say? 
 
Four Key St at ement s 
J ohn made severa l import ant  st at ement s about  J esus.  This mor ning we are  
going t o concent rat e on f our of  t hese.  Bef ore  we examine t hese f our key 
st at ement s, it  wil l help us t o get  t he sequence of  event s st ra ight  in our 
minds. 
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We are  not  sure how long J ohn had been preaching bef ore  J esus came t o 
him t o be bapt ized. (Mt  3:13-17)  Mark indicat es t hat  J esus was led int o t he 
desert  immediat ely af t er his bapt ism. (Mark 1:12; cf . Mt  4:1; Luke 4:1-2) 
J ohn no doubt  cont inued his minist ry  while J esus was in t he desert . At  least  
6 weeks elapsed (possibly t wo t o t hree mont hs).  We do not  know wher e 
J esus was immediat ely prio r t o t he event s record ed in t his chapt er (af t er  
his bapt ism).  The delegat ion f rom J erusalem arriv ed, and t hat Õs where  we 
t ake up t he st ory .  Now let Õs look at  t hese st at ement s, one at  a t ime. 
 
1. ÒHe is rig ht  here  among you!Ó 
 When t he Pharis ees who had come wit h prie st s and Levit es asked 

point edly who J ohn was, he said, ÒAmong you st ands one you do not  
know.Ó (26)  This must  have occasioned gasps and caused t he people t o 
look around t hem.  J ohn had spoken about  one who was t o come af t er  
him.  He had said t hat  his coming was near,  but  he had given no 
indicat ion as t o exact ly when he would appear .  My guess is t hat  t hey 
t hought  his coming was severa l mont hs or  even years  away.  Lat er he 
explained t o his disciples, ÒI  myself  did not  know him É I  would not  
have known him, except  t hat  t he one who sent  me t o bapt ize wit h 
wat er t old me, ÔThe man on whom you see t he Spiri t  come down and 
remain, he it  is who wil l bapt ize wit h t he Holy Spirit .  I  have seen and 
I  t est if y t hat  t his is t he Son of  God.Ó (1:31, 33, 34)  

 
 There  is a lit t le more  t o t his st at ement  t han meet s t he eye.  J ohn had 

said, ÒI  did not  know him.Ó  I t  is very  likely t hat  J ohn did know J esus.  
They were  r elat ives.  I t  is highly unlikely t hat  Mary  would have had no 
cont act  wit h Elizabet h af t er t heir t wo sons were  born . (Luke 1:39 56)2 
I n f act , when J esus came t o him t o be bapt ized, J ohn t rie d t o det er 
him.  ÒI  need t o be bapt ized by you, and you come t o me?Ó  I t  cert ainly 
seems t hat  he knew J esus and admire d him.  But , when God called him 
and made it  clear t hat  he was t o be t he MessiahÕs f ore runner,  he knew 
t hat  it  was not  his pre rogat ive t o appoint  t he Messiah.  No mor e t han 
he could appoint  himself  t o such a ro le could he speculat e as t o who 
t he Messiah might  be.  He was aware  of  t he sacred nat ure of  his 
commission f r om God.  God had t old him, ÒThe man on whom you see 
t he Spirit  come down and remain is he who wil l bapt ize wit h t he Holy 
Spirit .Ó (1:33) From t he moment  t hat  J ohn saw t he Spirit  come down 
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as a dove and remain on him at  his bapt ism, he knew t hat  J esus was 
t he one f or whom he was preparin g t he way.   

 
2. ÒHe is much gre at er  t han I  am. Ó 
 Secondly, J ohn said in unequivocal t erms, ÒHe is much great er t han I  

am.Ó When J ohn announced t hat  J esus was st anding among t hem, he 
added, ÒHe is t he one who comes af t er  me, t he t hongs of  whose 
sandals I  am not  wort hy t o unt ie.Ó (27)  There  was a well-known 
rabbinical saying regard ing t he responsibil it ies of  disciples t oward  
t heir t eachers : ÒEvery  serv ice a slave perf orms f or his mast er shall a 
disciple do f or his t eacher except  t he loosing of  his sandal t hongÓ.  As 
part  of  our language st udy at  school, we did Ôdegrees of  comparis onÕ.  
Remember,  great , great er,  great est  - posit ive, comparat ive and 
superl at ive degrees.  I t  helps us t o t hink of  J ohnÕs st at ement  in t erms 
of  degre es of  comparis on.   

 
 J ohn did not  say, ÒYou t hink I Õm somebody because I  bapt ize.  Let  me 

t ell you t hat  t he one about  whom I  am speaking is so much great er 
t han I  t hat  I  regard  myself  as his disciple.  I  wil l t here f ore  do 
absolut ely every t hing f or him except , of  course, unt ie t he t hongs of  
his sandals.Ó  He did not  say (using t he comparat ive degree), ÒI  am his 
disciple, but  I  regard  him so highly t hat  I  wil l do what  no normal 
disciple is expect ed t o do: I Õll even unt ie t he t hongs of  his sandals.Ó    
He said (using t he superl at ive degree), ÒHe is so very  much great er 
t han I  am t hat  I  am not  even wort hy t o do what  no disciple is 
expect ed t o do; I  donÕt deser ve t o unt ie t he t hongs of  his sandals.Ó  

 
 Once J esus and his disciples st art ed bapt izing, some of  J ohnÕs 

disciples expressed a concern.  ÒRabbi,Ó t hey said t o J ohn, Òt he man 
who was wit h you on t he ot her side of  t he J ord an -  t he one you 
t est if ied about  - well, he is bapt iz ing, and every one is going t o him.Ó  
J ohn quickly put  t heir minds at  rest .  He spoke about  a wedding.  The 
best  man or groomsman is t here  t o at t end t he brid egroom.  He wait s 
and list ens and is f ull of  j oy when he hears  t he brid egroomÕs voice.  I f  
his at t it ude is rig ht  and heÕs doing his j ob properl y, his nose is not  out  
of  j oint  because t he brid egroom r eceives at t ent ion.  J ohn said, in 
ef f ect , ÒI Õm delight ed.  That  j oy is mine and it  is now complet e.  He 
must  become great er;  I  must  become less.Ó (3:22-30) 



Sermon by Ellis Andre, copyright 2006 

 6 

 
 I n t he same vein, J ohn made a really amazing assert ion: ÒA man who 

comes af t er me has surpassed me, because he was bef ore  me.Ó (1:30) 
J ohn, as we know, was a lit t le older t han J esus.  But  he claims t hat  
J esus was bef ore  him.  This, of  course, t ies in wit h t he great  
st at ement  rig ht  at  t he beginning of  t he Gospel: ÒI n t he beginning was 
t he Word ...Ó  I t  is of  t he same ord er as J esusÕ assert ion, ÒBef or e 
Abraham was, I  am.Ó3 

 
3. ÒHe wil l bapt ize you in t he Holy Spiri t . Ó   
 Third ly, J ohn said, ÒHe wil l bapt ize you in t he Holy Spirit .Ó  That Õs how 

Mat t hew, Mark and Luke put  it . (Mt  3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16)  I n 
J ohn, t he same t hought  is expressed, but  t his t ime J ohn is report ing 
what  God had said t o him: The one who sent  me t o bapt ize wit h wat er 
said, ÔThe man on whom you see t he Spiri t  come down and remain, is he 
who wil l bapt ize wit h t he Holy Spiri t .ÕÓ (1:33) 

  
 As we have seen, t he very  f act  t hat  J ohn was bapt iz ing, and bapt iz ing 

J ews at  t hat , gave ris e t o seri ous quest ions about  his ident it y.  When 
quest ioned, he t ook t he opport unit y t o point  t o t he One who would 
f ollow him. Again t he ÔIÕ is emphat ic.  ÔI  bapt ize wit h wat erÉ Ô I n 
ef f ect , J ohn was saying, ÒI  only bapt ize you wit h wat er . You t hink I  
am somebody because I  bapt ize wit h wat er.   He wil l bapt ize wit h t he 
Holy Spirit !Ó4 

 
 This st at ement  is highly signif icant  f or severa l reasons.  Accord ing t o 

Old Test ament  prophecy, GodÕs Spirit  was t o be poured out  upon t he 
Messiah (I s. 11:1f f ; 61:1).  GodÕs Spirit  would also rest  on t he Servant  
of  t he LORD describ ed in t he f our Ser vant  Songs commencing in 
I saiah 42: 1).  A copious out pouring of  t he Spirit  was also associat ed 
wit h t he coming age, t he age of  t he kingdom (Ezek. 36:25-27; J oel 
2:28-32) 

 
 Here  J ohn sums up t he ent ire  experie nt ial work of  t he coming 

Messiah: ÒHe wil l bapt ize you wit h t he Holy Spirit .Ó5 We wil l say more  
about   t his when we come t o chapt er 7.  Right  now let Õs j ust  not e t hat  
J ohn was, in ef f ect , saying: ÒI  can speak of  repent ance and employ t he 
import ant  symbol of  wat er bapt ism.  But  he wil l bapt ize you in t he 
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Holy Spirit .  Not  only is he much great er t han I  am, but  t he spirit ual 
blessing he wil l best ow wil l supersede by f ar anyt hing t hat  you receive 
t hrough my minist ry .Ó 

 
4. ÒHe is t he Lamb of  God who t akes away t he sin of  t he worl dÓ 
 The f ourt h st at ement  of  J ohn is t he most  amazing of  all.  The day 

af t er t he delegat ion f r om J erusalem had quest ioned J ohn about  his 
ident it y, he saw a man in t he crowd coming t oward  him and said: ÒLook, 
t he Lamb of  God, who t akes away t he sin of  t he worl d!Ó (1:29) He 
added immediat ely, ÒThis is t he one I  meant  when I  said, ÔA man who 
comes af t er me has surpassed me because he was bef ore  me.Õ  I  
myself  did not  know him, but  t he reason I  came bapt iz ing wit h wat er 
was t hat  he might  be revealed t o I srael.Ó 

 
 On t he f ollowing day, J ohn was t here  again wit h t wo of  his disciples 

(Andrew and eit her Phil ip or J ohn).  He not iced J esus passing by and 
said, ÒLook t he Lamb of  God!Ó (1:35-36) The disciples t ook t his as a 
signal and began t o f ollow J esus.  J esus not iced t hat  t hey were  
f ollowing him and asked what  t hey want ed.  They inquired as t o wher e 
he was st aying and he t hen beckoned t hem t o come and see.  He 
invit ed t hem in and t hey spent  t he rest  of  t he day wit h him.6   

 
 Here  we must  ask, Why t his designat ion? What  prompt ed J ohn t o 

describ e J esus as t he Lamb of  God?  Wit h t he wisdom of  hindsight , 
we who live on t his side of  Calvary  and have t he New Test ament  at  our  
disposal, may well call him t he Lamb of  God, but  what  prompt ed J ohn 
do so?   

 
 No doubt  J ohn was saying more  t han he himself  unders t ood, but  t he 

st at ement  is st il l remarka ble when we consider t hat  in his ot her  
st at ement s concern ing J esus he port rays him as power f ul and exalt ed.  
We must  also remember t hat  even af t er at  least  t wo years  wit h him, 
J esusÕ disciples could not  unders t and t hat  he must  suf f er . (Mark 8:31-
33)  Suf f erin g seemed t ot ally inconsist ent  wit h t he not ion of  
messiahship. 

 
 I  have a t heory  on which I  would not  st ake my lif e,  but  I  t hink it Õs a 

reasonable one.  J ohnÕs f irs t  ident if icat ion of  J esus as t he Lamb of  



Sermon by Ellis Andre, copyright 2006 

 8 

God t ook place at  least  6 weeks (probably 2 mont hs or more ) 
subsequent  t o J esusÕ bapt ism.  Af t er J esusÕ bapt ism, he went  
immediat ely int o t he desert  t o be t empt ed by t he Devil . 

 
 Mat t hew, Mark and Luke t ell us t hat  at  J esusÕ bapt ism a voice came 

f rom heaven, ÔYou are  my Son whom I  love; wit h you I  am well pleased.Ó 
(Mt  3:17; Mark 1:11; Lk. 3:22)  We are  not  sure who heard  t hat  voice.  
We know t hat  J ohn saw t he Spirit  descend on him like a dove. I n 
Mat t hewÔs account , t he st at ement  f rom heaven is in t he t hird  person: 
ÒThis is my Son, whom I  love; wit h him I  am well pleased.Ó  I t  would 
appear,  f rom t he whole t enor of  t he account , t hat  in addit ion t o 
J esus, at  least  some who were  present  heard  t he st at ement .  No one, 
besides J esus himself , would be more  likely t o have heard  it  t han 
J ohn t he Bapt ist .  What  st rengt hens t his impression is J ohnÕs 
st at ement  when he r ef er s t o J esusÕ bapt ism and t he descent  of  t he 
Spirit  upon him: ÒI  have seen and I  t est if y t hat  t his is t he Son of  
God.Ó (1:34). 

 
 GodÕs declarat ion at  J esusÕ bapt ism may well be seen as a combinat ion 

of  t wo import ant  passages, namely, Psalm 2:7, ÒYou are  my Son; t oday 
I  have become your Fat her.Ó (cf . Act s 4:25-26; 13:32-34; Heb. 1:5; 
5:5) and I saiah 42:1, ÒHere  is my ser vant , whom I  uphold; my chosen 
one in whom I  delight .Ó(cf . Mt . 12:15-21; Lk. 2:32).  I f  t his is so, it  
could explain J ohnÕs t hought  process in t he t wo mont h perio d bet ween 
J esusÕ bapt ism and J ohnÕs ident if icat ion of  him as t he Lamb of  God. 
Psalm 2 is undoubt edly a messianic psalm, and I saiah 42 is t he f irs t  of  
f our Servant  Songs in t he lat t er half  of  I saiah.7  These are  quot ed in 
t he New Test ament  as re f errin g t o J esus (e. g. Act s 8:30-35; 13:47; 
Rom. 10:16; 15:21; I  Pet . 2:22-24).  There  is an int erest ing 
ident if icat ion of  Eved Yahweh (t he Ser vant  of  t he LORD ment ioned in 
t hese songs) wit h t he Messiah in t he prayer of  Act s 4 (23-30) where  
Psalm 2 is quot ed but  J esus is re f erre d t o as GodÕs Holy Ser vant .   

 
 This is an ident if icat ion t hat  t he disciples could not  make. (Mt .16:16-

23; Lk 9:44-45) A suf f erin g Messiah seemed t o be a cont radict ion in 
t erms.  That  is why t he ris en Lord  had t o Òopen t heir minds so t hey 
could unders t and t he Scrip t uresÓ (Lk. 24:25-27, 44-47). 
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 The best  known of  t he Ser vant  Songs is t he f ourt h.  I t  speaks of  t he 
Lord Õs Servant  being highly exalt ed. (I s. 52:13; 53:12)  But  en rout e t o 
t hat  exalt at ion he must  be despised and re j ect ed and carry  our 
iniquit y: 

 
We all, like sheep have gone ast ray, 
each one has t urned t o his own way; 
and t he LORD has laid on him  
t he iniquit y of  us all. 

 
He was oppressed and he was af f lict ed, 
yet  he did not  open his mout h; 
he was led like a lamb t o t he slaught er,  
and as a sheep bef ore  her sheare rs  is silent , 
so he did not  open his mout h 
(I s. 53:6-7) 

 
 Could it  be t hat  J ohn t he Bapt ist  was able t o see t he signif icance in 

t he f using of  a great  messianic psalm wit h t he opening st at ement  of  
t he seri es of  poems t hat  describ es t he subst it ut ionary  suf f erin g of  
t he Servant  of  t he LORD?  What  lends credence t o t his link is t he 
f act  t hat  verse 2 of  I saiah 42 reads as f ollows: ÒI  wil l put  my Spirit  
on him and he wil l brin g j ust ice t o t he nat ions...Ó  The Anoint ed One 
(Meshiach - Ps. 2:2), t he One upon whom t he Spirit  rest ed (I s. 42:2) 
was t o be led as a Lamb t o t he slaught er (I s 53:7).  J ohn was indeed 
Òmore  t han a prophet Ó (Mt . 11:9). 

 
 Whet her or not  t he heavenly pronouncement  led J ohn t o t he 

st at ement , t he ident if icat ion is highly signif icant .  Way back in 
Genesis we see t he prin ciple of  subst it ut ionary  sacrif ice.  Abraham is 
inst ruc t ed t o sacrif ice his own son.  I t  was undoubt edly a t est  and 
Abraham was so convinced t hat  God would keep his promise t hat  he 
believed I saac would be ra ised f rom t he dead if  necessary . (Gen. 22:1-
18; Heb. 11:17-19; J as. 2:21-24) He was not  j ust  f obbing I saac of f  
when he re sponded t o his puzzled sonÕs enquiry , ÒThe f ire  and t he 
wood are  here  but  wher e is t he lamb f or t he burnt  of f erin g?Ó  
AbrahamÕs response was a st at ement  of  f ait h: ÒGod himself  wil l 
provide t he lamb f or t he burnt  of f erin g.Ó  As we know, t her e was a 
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lamb caught  in a t hicket .  J ehovah J ire h had provided t he lamb f or  
t he of f erin g. 

 
 Pet er describ es t he great  cost  of  our redempt ion in t erms t hat  are 

cry st al clear:  We were  redeemed Òwit h t he precious blood of  Chris t , a 
lamb wit hout  blemish or def ect  ... chosen bef ore  t he creat ion of  t he 
worl d but  ... re vealed in t hese last  days f or (our)  sake (I  Pet . 1:18-20). 

 
 But  t he pict ure is clearest  in t he Book of  Revelat ion.  I n a vision J ohn 

sees God seat ed on a t hrone in heaven.  I n his rig ht  hand was a scro ll 
wit h writ ing on bot h sides and sealed wit h seven seals.  A might y angel 
proclaimed wit h a loud voice, ÒWho is wor t hy t o break t he seals and 
open t he scro ll?Ó  No-one in heaven or on eart h or under t he eart h 
could open t he scro ll or even look inside it .  J ohn sensed t he 
import ance of  t he opening of  t he scro ll re present ing t he unf olding of  
t he purposes of  God.  I f  t he scro ll remains sealed, t he meaning of  
hist ory  is unclear and it s out come uncert ain.  I n his height ened st at e 
of  consciousness, he wept  uncont ro llably.  One of  t he elders  around 
t he t hrone said t o him, ÒDo not  weep!  See, t he Lion of  t he t ri be of  
J udah, t he root  of  David, has t riumphed.  He is able t o open t he scro ll 
and it s seven seals.Ó (Rev. 5:1-5; cf . Gen. 49:10; I I  Sam. 7:8-16; I s. 
9:6-7; 11:10). 

 
 But  as J ohn looked at  t he unf olding scene, he saw, not  a lion but  a 

lamb, looking as if  it  had been slain, st anding at  t he cent re  of  t he 
t hrone.  As he t ook t he scro ll f rom t he rig ht  hand of  t he One seat ed 
on t he t hrone, t he heavenly creat ures around t he t hrone f ell down and 
worshipped.  They sang a new song: 

 
ÔYou are  wort hy t o t ake t he scro ll 
and t o open it s seals, 
because you were  slain, 
and wit h your blood you purchased men f or God 
f rom every  t rib e and language  
and people and nat ion. 
You have made t hem t o be a kingdom and pr iest s  
t o serve our God, 
and t hey wil l re ign on t he eart hÕ. 
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Then I  looked and heard  t he voice of  many angels, numberin g 
t housands upon t housands, and t en t housand t imes t en t housand.  
They encirc led t he t hrone and t he living creat ures and t he elders .  I n 
a loud voice t hey sang: 

 
ÔWort hy is t he Lamb, who was slain, 
t o receive power and wealt h  
and wisdom and st re ngt h 
and honour and glory  and pra ise!Õ 
 

Then I  heard  every  creat ure in heaven and on eart h and under  t he 
eart h and on t he sea, and all t hat  is in t hem, singing: 

 
ÔTo him who sit s on t he t hrone and t o t he Lamb 
be pra ise and honour and glory  and power,  
f or ever and ever!Õ (Rev 5:1-14) 

 
I t Õs an inspirin g pict ure.  GodÕs great  plan of  re dempt ion cent er s 
around one who is describ ed as t he Lamb of  God.  One cannot  but  
t hink of  t he great  hymn: 

 
Crown him wit h many crowns, 
t he Lamb upon his t hr one; 
Hark how t he heavenly ant hem drowns 
all music but  it s own: 
Awake my soul and sing 
of  him who died f or t hee, 
and hail  him as t hy mat chless King 
t hrough all et ern it y. 

  
Conclusion 
What  a message J ohn pr oclaimed.  And we can learn f rom him.  His ro le was 
unique and inimit able.  But  his at t it ude serves as a model f or us all.  He 
exist ed t o point  t o J esus.  When J esus was t he f ocal point , he was 
overj oyed.  As an individual, t hat  should be your  great  mission in lif e.  
Not hing you do is more  import ant  t han t hat .  Through your unique gif t s and 
wit h your part icular opport unit ies, you can brin g honour t o him. 
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As a church t his must  cont inue t o be our great  passion.  We are  about  t o 
embark upon a st ra t egic planning process (I  wish I  had a bet t er name f or it ).  
What ever we decide t o do and however we seek t o do it , t his must  be t he 
great  underl ying passion: t o present  J esus t o our worl d in all his 
magnif icence and t o unashamedly pr omot e his claims t o a worl d t hat  needs 
him now more  t han ever.    
 

Not es 
 

1. Malachi had pr edict ed t hat  Elij ah would come bef or e t he day of  t he LORD (Mal. 4:5, 
6).  Because Elij ah had ascended in a whir lwind (2 Kings 2:1, 2, 11), some t ook t his 
pr ophecy t o mean t hat  t he pr ophet  himself  would r et ur n. But  J ohn dissociat es 
himself  f r om such not ions wit h a cat egor ical denial: ÒI  am not .Ó  Lat er  J esus did 
ident if y J ohn wit h ÔElij ahÕ, explaining t hat  MalachiÕs pr edict ion was f ulf il led in J ohnÕs 
minist r y. (Mt  11:11-15) Ther e is no cont r adict ion her e.  J ohn does not  see himself  as 
t he Elij ah of  popular  expect at ion; J esus explains t hat  J ohn f ulf illed t he pr ophecy of  
Malachi by coming in t he spir it  of  Elij ah. 

 
2. We should not  t ake t his summary st at ement  in Luke 1:80 t o mean t hat  J ohn was a 

r ecluse or  t hat  he spent  t ime in t he Qumr an Communit y on t he shor es of  t he Dead 
Sea, as some have conj ect ur ed. 

 
3. This r ef er ence is t o t he st at ement  r epor t ed in t he pr ologue. (1:15) The expr ession 

means lit er ally, ÒBecause he was f ir st  wit h r espect  t o me.Ó  I t  includes bot h J esusÕ 
absolut e pr imacy and his t empor al pr ior it y (t he NEB t r anslat es it , Òbef or e I  was 
bor n, he alr eady wasÓ).  

 
4. I n MarkÕs r ecor d, bot h t he ÔI Õ and t he ÔheÕ are emphat ic: ÒI  bapt ize you wit h wat er , 

but  he will bapt ize you wit h t he Holy Spir it .Ó (1:8) 
 
5. Unnecessary (and unhelpf ul) cont r over sy sur r ounds t he t er m Òt he bapt ism in t he 

Spir it Ó.  This is largely because pr oponent s of  t he dif f er ent  views t end t o lose sight  
of  t he analogical nat ur e of  t he t er m. They have made it  int o a def init ive t er m Ð 
somet imes t he def init ive t er m.  Some see it  as t he init iat or y wor k of  t he Holy Spir it  
and even ident if y it  wit h r egener at ion (being bor n again).  Ot her s, r eser ve t he t er m 
f or  a dist inct  exper ience of  empower ment  subsequent  t o conver sion.  I n bot h 
appr oaches t he f ocus seems t o be on a single exper ience or  wor k.  This act ually 
conf uses t he issue.  The t er m is used in t he Gospels t o dist inguish bet ween what  
J ohn was doing and what  J esus would do (t hat  is why t he t er m bapt ism is used).  I n 
t he Book of  Act s, we usually r ead about  people r eceiving (t he gif t  of ) t he Spir it  or  
being f illed wit h t he Spir it . (Act s 2:4; 37-39 ; 4:31; 8:14-17; 9:17; 10:44-48;  13:52; 
19:6)  ÒBeing bapt ized in t he Spir it Ó is only ment ioned t wice in Book of  Act s (in t hose 
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t er ms) and on bot h occasions t her e is r ef er ence t o t he cont r ast  bet ween t he wor k 
of  J ohn and t hat  of  J esus. (Act s 1:5; 11:15-17)  I n t he epist les, t he emphasis is on 
t he f act  t hat  God gave us his Spir it .  W it h t he possible except ion of  1 Cor int hians 
12:13, t her e is no r ef er ence t o Òbeing bapt ized in t he Spir it Ó (See Gal 3: 2, 14; Eph 
1:13, 14).  I t  may also be signif icant  t hat  when r ef er ence is made t o J esus bapt izing 
us in t he Spir it , a ver b r at her  t han a noun is used. (Mt  3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; 
J ohn 1:33 ; Act s 1:5; 11:16) I n f act , we never  r ead of  Òt he bapt ism in t he Spir it Ó.  
Per haps we wer e not  meant  t o ident if y any par t icular  exper ience (be it  r egener at ion 
or  a subsequent  exper ience of  being f illed) as t he bapt ism in t he Spir it !   

 
 I t  is mor e helpf ul t o see t he bapt ism in t he Spir it  as a descr ipt ion of  ever yt hing 

t hat  J esus does in giving his Spir it  t o t hose who believe in him t han t o r est r ict  it  t o 
a par t icular  exper ience.  That  f r ees all who know t he Lor d t o r ej oice in t he gif t  of  
t he Holy Spir it  and it  enables us t o move incr easingly int o an exper ience of  his 
f ullness. 

 
6. Depending on how we under st and J ohnÕs r eckoning of  t ime, it  was eit her  10 in t he 

mor ning or  4 in t he af t er noon (Òt he 10t h hour Ó).  I  t hink t hat  it  was pr obably about  4 
in t he af t er noon and t hey spent  t he r emainder  of  t he day wit h him.  

 
7. The f our  Ser vant  Songs (I s. 42 :1-4; 49:1-6; 50 :4-9; 52 :13-53 :12) are embedded 

among t he pr ophecies of  t he lat t er  half  of  I saiah.  They point  t o one who is 
descr ibed as t he Ser vant  of  t he Lor d (Eved Yahweh).  H Wheeler  Robinson gives us 
a wonder f ul int r oduct ion t o t hese songs.  He asks us t o imagine t hat  we are in t he 
pict ur e galler y of  a gr eat  house.  Among t he por t r ait s of  dist inguished ancest or s, we 
not ice t hat  t her e is one t hat  has no label.  I t  st ands out  f r om all t he ot her s by it s 
inher ent  qualit y and gr andeur .  But  t he ident it y of  t he subj ect  is not  r evealed.  Who 
is t his enigmat ic f igur e? I s t his a self -por t r ait  of  t he pr ophet ?  Or  is it  a por t r ayal 
of  some hist or ical f igur e of  t he pr ophet Õs own t ime, or  per haps of  a past  age?  I s it  
an individualized por t r ait  of  a gr oup?  I f  so, is it  I sr ael, or  some r emnant  wit hin 
I sr ael?  He concludes t hat  alt hough t her e is a sense in which t he songs r ef er  t o 
I sr ael, which was called t o be a light  t o t he nat ions, t he pr ophecies point  t o t he one 
who would f ulf il t his r ole par  excellence.  The por t r ait  is so special and so elabor at e 
in it s det ails t hat  it  cannot  simply r ef er  t o t he nat ion or  t o a gr oup wit hin t he 
nat ion.  The f eat ur es are dist inct ive. Ther e must  have been an individual sit t er .  The 
New Test ament  wr it er s pr oclaimed t hat  t hese songs f ound t heir  ult imat e f ulf ilment  
in J esus.  H. Wheeler  Robinson, The Cr oss in t he Old Test ament  (London: SCM 
Pr ess, 1955) , 65 -80 . 
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