
Sermon by Ellis Andre, copyright 2006 

 1 

24 Sept ember 2006 
 

An Open Mind and an Open Heart 
 
Read J ohn 1:35-51 
 
Do you regard  yourself  as an open-minded pers on?  Are  you wil ling t o 
revise a cheris hed not ion if  new evidence present s it self ?  I  suppose we 
would all like t o t hink t hat  we are  int ellect ually honest .  We want  t o live in 
t he real worl d even if  it  is less comf ort able t han a f ant asy worl d.  Or  are 
you one of  t hose people who say: ÒI Õve made up my mind; please donÕt 
conf use me wit h f act sÓ? 
 
This morn ing t he spot light  f alls on a man who appears  t o have had 
def init e views.  He sounded scept ical when his f rie nd gave him some 
inf ormat ion t hat  conf lict ed wit h his ideas.  His mind was made up but  he 
was prepared t o re vise his opinion when present ed wit h clear evidence.  
What  seems st range at  f irs t  is t he f act  t hat  he changed his opinion so 
quickly and so complet ely. 
 
The Sequence of Events 
We t ake up t he st ory  on t he banks of  t he J ord an River .  J ohn t he Bapt ist  
is t here .  Huge crowds are  f locking t o hear him.  Among t he crowds are  a 
smaller group whom we may describ e as his disciples.  His message had 
st ruck a chord  in t heir hear t s.  And some of  t hose f ollower s had come all 
t he way f rom Galilee.  The writ er int roduces us t o Andrew and Simon, 
Phil ip and Bar t holomew.  Alt hough t hey are  not  ment ioned by name, it  is 
highly likely t hat  J ohn and possibly J ames were  t here  as well.  
 
I t  cert ainly helps us t o set t le t he sequence of  event s in our  minds.  J ohn 
must  have been preaching f or quit e some t ime, but  t he wri t er f ocuses on 
event s t hat  t ook place over j ust  a f ew days.  I n f act , he f ocuses on j ust  
f ive days. 

 
On Day 1 a delegat ion f rom J erusalem int erro gat es J ohn. (At  t his st age 
J esus had  already been bapt ised and had re t urned f rom his 40 day 
t empt at ion in t he Wil derness of  J udea). 
 
On t he next  day (Day 2) J ohn ident if ies him as t he ÒLamb of  God t hat  
t akes away t he sin of  t he worl dÓ.1  
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On t he f ollowing day (Day 3), J ohn t he Bapt ist  draws t he at t ent ion of  t wo 
of  his disciples t o t he man whom he descri bed as t he Lamb of  God.  One 
of  t hese was most  cert ainly Andrew.  The ot her was eit her Phil ip or J ohn 
(probably Phil ip). They immediat ely f ollow him. 

 
Not icing t hat  t hey are  f ollowing him, J esus inquires, ÒWhat  do you want ?Ó  
They ask, ÒRabbi, where  are  you st aying?Ó  Come and you wil l see.Ó    This 
was most  probably 4 in t he af t ernoon.2 They spent  t he rest  of  t he day 
wit h him.  We have no knowledge of  what  t hey discussed, but  it  is saf e t o 
assume t hat  t hey would have spoken about  t he meaning of  J ohnÕs bapt ism 
in re lat ion t o t he coming kingdom and possibly of  J ohnÕs ident if icat ion of  
him.  The t wo men become convinced t hat  t hey have met  t he one whom 
J ohn has been speaking about  in such glowing t erms f or all t hese mont hs.  
What Õs more , t hey had come t o believe t hat  he was, in f act , t he Messiah. 

 
At  t he f irs t  possible moment  Andrew brin gs his brot her Simon t o J esus, 
excit edly t elling him, ÒWe have f ound t he Messiah.Ó  We must  assume 
t hat  t his happened f irs t  t hing on t he next  morn ing.  That  would make it  
Day 4.  I t  is a remarka ble st at ement .  Remember,  at  t his st age, t here  had 
been no mira cles.  On t he ot her hand, it  is not  alt oget her  surpris ing, given 
J ohnÕs ident if icat ion of  him and t he impression he would have made on t he 
Andrew and his companion as t hey had spoken.  Of  course, t hey did not  
unders t and all t he implicat ions of  such a st at ement .  These wer e earl y 
days.  Even lat er on t hey bat t led t o unders t and J esusÕ concept  of  
messiahship as dist inct  f rom t heir own expect at ions.  But  f rom t he 
out set  t hey were  f ollowing a man whom t hey believed t o be t he Messiah.3 
 
J esus looked at  him as he approached and said, ÒYou are  Simon son of  
J ohn.  You wil l be called Cephas (which, when t ranslat ed, is Pet er) .  
Cephas is Aramaic and Petros is Greek f or ÒRockÓ.  Lat er,  somet hing of  
t he signif icance of  t hat   name would be explained but , bef or e he can do 
or say anyt hing, J esus is already predict ing t he ro le he is dest ined t o 
play.4 

 
On t he f ollowing day (Day 5, t he day af t er SimonÕs int roduct ion t o J esus), 
J esus decided t o leave f or Galilee.  Finding Phil ip, he said t o him, ÒFollow 
me!Ó  His inst inct ive r eact ion was t o f ind his f rie nd (possibly his best  
f rie nd) and t o t ell him about  t he great  discovery  t hey had made.  The 
spot light  now f alls on an int rig uing conversat ion bet ween J esus a man 
called Nat haniel. 
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Nathanael and Bartholomew 
There  are  good grounds f or  believing t hat  he is t he Bart holomew in t he 
Synopt ic Gospels (Mat t hew, Mark and Luke).   
 

• I n t he f irs t  place Bart holomew is not  a f ir st  name.  The pre f ix  ÔbarÕ 
means Òson of Ó Ð so t his name probably means ÒSon of  TalmaiÓ, much 
like Simon was Simon Barj onah (Son of  J ohn). 

 
• Nat hanael is a person of  some import ance.  We see him again in 

chapt er 21 
 

• Mat t hew, Mark and Luke never  ment ion Nat hanael; J ohn never  
ment ions Bart holomew. 

 
• Where  we read of  Nat hanael in J ohnÕs Gospel, he is in t he company 

of  t he apost les. 
 

• Phil ip and Bartholomew appear t oget her in t he list s of  t he 
disciples. (Mt . 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14, but  not  in Act s 1:12-13)   
Here  we see Phil ip and Nathanael t oget her.  

 
So we have good reason t o believe t hat  we are  meet ing a man who lat er 
became one of  t he t welve disciples 

 
The Intriguing Conversation 
Phil ip announces t o him: ÒWe have f ound t he One Moses wrot e about  in 
t he Law and about  whom t he prophet s also wrot e, J esus of  Nazare t h Ð 
t he son of  J oseph ÉÓ5 
 
This is an int erest ing way t o describ e J esus.  I  wonder if  Phil ip and 
Nat hanael had st udied t oget her,  searc hing t hrough Moses and t he 
Prophet s t o discover  what  was said about  t he Messiah.  I t  seems, at  t he 
very  least , t hat  Nat hanael was a serio us st udent  of  t he Scrip t ures. 
 
ÒJ esus of Nazareth?”  Nat hanael looks at  Phil ip in ut t er disbelief .  
Nazareth!  Can anyt hing good come f rom t here?  There  are  severa l 
possible reasons f or Nat hanielÕs obj ect ion.  Some have suggest ed t hat  
small t own riv alry  was involved her e.  Nat haniel was f rom Cana and Cana 
was about  10 kil omet res nort h-east  of  Nazare t h. (21:2) There  may have 
been lit t le respect  bet ween t he resident s of  t hese t wo t owns.  
Apparent ly Nazare t h did not  enj oy a good reput at ion.  I t  wasnÕt t he most  
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prest igious locat ion.  Realt ors  avoided it .  Maybe, like many ot hers , he did 
despise t he inhabit ant s of  Nazare t h.  But  I  t hink Nat hanael was a bit  
bigger t han t hat .  I t  is most  likely t hat  his comment  was prompt ed by his 
knowledge of  t he Hebrew Scrip t ures.  He would have known t hat  Messiah 
was t o be born in Bet hlehem (Micah 5:2) and he would have assumed t hat  
he would have cont inued t o live in t he t own. 

 
One way or anot her:  we encount er pre j udice in Nat haniel.  Our usage of  
t he word  t ends t o associat e pre j udice wit h bigot ry .  But  pre j udice simply 
means j udging bef orehand Ð coming t o a conclusion while t he j ury  is st il l 
out .  I t  may or may not  be complet ely irra t ional.  But , in one way or  
anot her,  we all t end t o be Ôpre j udicedÕ.  Usually we donÕt know what  
f act ors  are  inclining us t o part icular views and at t it udes.  We donÕt st art  
out  devoid of  opinions.  We have belief s; we have a worl dview, whet her or  
not  we t ake cognisance of  it .  You have views - views t hat  are  based upon 
your t emperament al inclinat ion and are  shaped by enviro nment al f act ors .  
Your church background plays a par t  here.  Some of  t he t hings t hat  
const it ut e your cont ro l belief s were  imbibed uncrit ically.  Much of  t he 
process of  educat ion consist s not  in acquirin g new inf ormat ion but  in 
corre ct ing old not ions.  I t Õs unders t andable t hat  we hold cert ain opinions.  
I n f act , we couldnÕt live in a concept ual vacuum.  But how important it is 
that we are prepared to revise our opinions!  How import ant  it  is t hat  we 
are  ÔopenÕ and not  ÔclosedÕ! 

 
Phil ip gave t he best  possible answer:  ÒCome and see (f or yourself ).Ó  Even 
t hat  invit at ion suggest s t hat  he knew Nat hanael was open t o persuasion.  
His pre j udice was not  a dogged re f usal t o believe.  From what  he knew of  
J esus and f rom what  he knew of  Nat hanael, he was convinced t hat  if  t hey 
could meet , Nat hanael would believe. 
 
But  Nat hanael was in f or  quit e a surpri se.  As he approached J esus he 
was greet ed by t he word s: ÒTrul y here  is an I sraelit e in whom t here  is no 
deceit .Ó6   

 
Nat haniel was t aken aback by t hat  simple st at ement .  ÒHow do you know 
me?Ó he asked.  (Not ice t hat  t here  is no f alse modest y here .  Nat haniel 
knows t hat  he is f ar f rom perf ect , but  he knows t hat  he is honest  and 
sincere ). 

 
J esusÕ answer  was all it  t ook: ÒI  saw you while you were  st il l under t he f ig 
t ree, bef ore  Phil ip called you.Ó Such a simple st at ement , but  Nat haniel 
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was absolut ely amazed by it .  His conf ession seems ast onishing t o say t he 
least : ÒRabbi, you are  t he Son of  God; you are  t he king of  I srael.Ó  

 
What  could have prompt ed such a dramat ic t urnaround?  Moment s ago he 
was saying, ÒCan anyt hing good come f rom Nazare t h?Ó  Now he is 
declarin g t hat  J esus of Nazareth is t he Son of  God and t he king of  
I srael.  Apparent ly t here  was somet hing in t hose f ew wor ds t hat  J esus 
said t o Nat haniel t hat  st opped him in his t racks.  Those t wo short  
st at ement s  were  enough t o convince him t hat  Phil ip was rig ht .  I n f act , 
he went  f urt her t han Phil ip had gone. 

 
A f ew point er s may help us her e.  The key t o t his response is t o be f ound 
not  j ust  in t he f act  t hat  J esus was aware  t hat  Nat haniel had been under  
t he f ig t ree, but  also in what  was going on in his mind when he was under 
t he t ree. 
 
 The Fig Tre e 

The f ig t ree was a symbol of  blessing and securit y (1 King 4:25; 
Micah 4:4; Zech 3:10).  During King SolomonÕs re ign, J udah and 
I srael lived in saf et y, Òeach man under his own vine and f ig t ree.Ó  
The prophet  Micah looks f orward  t o a day when people of  many 
nat ions wil l st ream t o t he t emple and t her e wil l be univer sal peace.  
At  t hat  t ime, Òevery  man wil l sit  under his own vine and f ig t ree.Ó 
(Micah 4:4)  Zecharia h predict s a day when one called Òt he BranchÓ 
(a messianic t it le) re igns and t he sin of  t he land is removed in a 
single day.  ÒÕIn t hat  day each of  you wil l invit e his neighbour t o sit  
under his vine and f ig t ree,Õ declares t he LORDÓ (Zech. 3:10). 

 
I t  is not  dif f icult  t o unders t and why t he f ig t ree might  become a 
place of  medit at ion f or some who were  living in expect at ion of  t hat  
great  day.  Possibly a part icular f ig t ree, away f rom public view, 
was Nat hanaelÕs regular place of  spirit ual rendezvous?  Whet her or  
not  t his was so, t he Lord  was apparent ly re f errin g t o a specif ic 
inst ance, and we have a good idea of  what  was on Nat hanaelÕs mind.   
 
Nat hanael, J acob and I srael 
He may well have been re f lect ing about  t he Messiah and even about  
his birt hplace.  We canÕt say f or sure.  But  it  seems clear t hat  his 
medit at ion involved J acob.  The name Ya-akov (J acob) means 
deceiver or Ôsupplant erÕ.  And J acob, as we know, lived up t o (or  
down t o) his name.   
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Some t ime lat er J acobÕs name was changed t o Yisrael (I srael).  
That  was at  Peniel where  he met  wit h God in an ext raord inary  way. 
(Gen. 32:27-28) There  t he groping and manipulat ing of  a lif et ime 
came t o an end.  The change of  name re f lect ed a change of  
charact er.   I srael means Òone who sees GodÓ. 
 
As Nat hanael approaches J esus, t he Lord  says, ÒTrul y, here  is an 
I sraelit e in whom t here  is no deceit .Ó7 For  all we know, t he f ig t re e 
may have been Nat hanielÕs priv at e Peniel.  Now link t he event s of  
J acobÕs lif e and part icularl y his name change t o J esusÕ st at ement , 
ÒTrul y here  is an I sraelit e in whom t here  is no deceit ,Ó  That  
st at ement  alone is probably not  enough t o enable us t o say f or sure 
t hat  Nat hanael had been considerin g t he lif e of  J acob.  But  t here 
is more . 

 
ÒJ acobÕs Ladder Ó 
We have a seemingly st range st at ement  in verses 50 and 51: ÒJ esus 
said, ÔYou believe because I  t old you (singular)  I  saw you under t he 
f ig t ree?  You (singular)  shall see great er t hings t han t hat .Õ  He 
t hen added, ÔI  t ell you (plural) t he t rut h, you (plural) shall see 
heaven open, and t he angels of  God ascending and descending on 
t he Son of  Man.ÕÓ 

 
J esus comment s on Nat hanaelÕs f ait h and assures him t hat  he wil l 
see st il l great er t hings.  He t hen includes ot hers  in t he promise 
(hence t he change t o a plural pronoun and verb ), assuring him t hat  
he and his f ellow disciples have  embarke d on an excit ing j ourney Ð 
one t hat  wil l involve f ar great er t hings t han t he revelat ion he has 
j ust  experie nced.   As we shall see, t he re f erence her e is very  
def init ely t o J acob.  I n f act , t hat Õs what  makes me cert ain t hat  
t he allusion in verse 47 is t o him.   

 
Let  me explain.  Esau is f urious and want s t o murder his brot her 
and so t heir mot her,  Rebekah, arra nges f or J acob t o leave home.  
Leaving his f amily and his homeland is t he most  dif f icult  t hing he 
has ever done.  He set s out  on his long j ourney.  As night  f alls af t er 
t he f irs t  dayÕs j ourney he st ops at  a cert ain place, put s a st one 
under his head and f alls asleep.  
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I n a dream he sees a st airw ay rest ing on t he eart h and reaching t o 
heaven.  The angels of  God are  ascending and descending upon it .  
There  above it  st ood t he LORD.  God repeat s t he promise t o him 
and assures him t hat  he wil l wat ch over him and brin g him back t o 
t he land. When J acob awakes he t hinks t o himself , ÒSurely t he 
LORD is in t his place and I  was not  aware  of  it .  How awesome is 
t his place!  This is none ot her t han Beyt Elohim (t he house of  God); 
t his is t he gat e of  heaven.Ó (Gen 28:16-17).  He calls t he place 
Beyt-el (Bet hel) Ð t he house of  God. 

 
The dream was an indicat ion not  only of  GodÕs concern and his 
f ait hf ulness, but  also of  t he link bet ween heaven and eart h.  I t  was 
an assurance t o J acob t hat  t he decrees of  heaven wil l be carrie d 
out  on eart h. 

 
Now, t hink of  t he signif icance of  J esusÕ st at ement  t o Nat hanael: 
ÒYou wil l see heaven open and t he angels of  God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.Ó  ÒSon of  ManÓ is t it le J esus uses 
t ime and again t o describ e who he is.  To unders t and it s 
signif icance one has t o read Daniel 7:13-14.   

 
That  was all it  t ook.  J ohn t he Bapt ist  had said he was about  t o 
appear.   He had point ed him out .  His close f rie nd, Phil ip, had 
become convinced.  Nazareth?  t hat  st il l didnÕt add up.  But  t here  
was somet hing in t his manÕs bearin g and he knew what  no man could 
know by nat ural means.  He knew exact ly what  was going on in t he 
deepest  recesses of  Nat hanielÕs heart .   
 

Relevance for Today 
Of  course Nat hanaelÕs sit uat ion was unique and special.  By t he way, t his 
was not  a case of  J esus exerc ising t he powers  of  omniscience.  As t he 
Spirit -anoint ed Servant  of  t he Lord , he was given insight  by t he Spirit , as 
it  was needed.   
 
I n t he f irs t  place, t here  is a sense in which Nat hanaelÕs experie nce 
applies t o all of  us.  As t he ascended Lord , he sees and knows us – every 
one of us.  He sees you under your own f ig t ree; in t imes of  t ranquillit y 
and of  t urmoil ; when youÕre being good and when you are  being bad; when 
you are  seeking God and when you are  f leeing f rom him.  Ther e is bot h a 
challenge and an assurance here  f or each one of  us.   
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Secondly, it Õs import ant  t o realise t hat  the problem of unbelief is not on 
account of a lack of evidence.  WeÕve all heard  people prot est , somet imes 
proudly: ÒI Õm t oo much of  a quest ioner;  I  donÕt j ust  accept  t hings.  You 
canÕt expect  me t o be gullible.  I Õm a scient if ic person.  I  need proof .Ó  Of  
course t here  are  people who are  genuinely unconvinced, and we should 
respect  t hem and t heir rig ht  t o assemble and evaluat e t he evidence.  I  
would j ust  hope t hat  t hey are  applying t he same crit eria  t o all t hat  t hey 
accept .  Nowadays we unders t and t hat  cert aint y, in t he sense of  absolut e 
proof , is not  even possible in t he so-called exact  sciences.  The insist ence 
on absolut e proof  is more  t he product  of  Enlight enment  na•vet Ž t han of  a 
scient if ic mindset . 

 
Somet imes t he call f or absolut e proof  is lit t le more  t han a smoke screen 
and can be an evidence of  t he very  deceit  f rom which Nat haniel was f ree.  
J ust  how much evidence is enough?  I t  all depends on whet her you want 
t o be a wil ling and honest  believer.  

 
Jesus told Nathaniel that he would see greater things.  Whenever one 
embarks  on a j ourney of  f ait h, t hat  promise holds good.  Not  all 
Nat hanielÕs quest ions wer e inst ant aneously answered.  Some had not  yet  
aris en in his mind.  But  he had embarke d upon an excit ing j ourney of  
f ait h.  The quest ion he was asking under t he f ig t ree would be answered 
in ways t hat  would boggle his mind and expand his horiz ons.  He would see 
heaven open and t he angels of  God ascending and descending on a 
Supernat ural St airw ay t hat  f ar surpasses J acobÕs ladder.   The shif t  f rom 
t he singular t o t he plural in verses 50 and 51 is not  accident al.  J esus was 
speaking t o Nat hanael and he said, in ef f ect : ÒNat hanael you have 
believed because I  t old you I  saw you under t he f ig t ree.  Nat hanael you 
shall see great er t hings t han t hat .  I n f act , Nat hanael, bot h you and your 
f ellow believer s (t hat  includes us) wil l see heaven open and t he angels of  
God ascending and descending on t he Son of  Man.Ó  

 
What a Chapter! 
Can you see what  t he Apost le J ohn has done in one great  chapt er?  He 
has int roduced us t o t he Et ernal Word  who became man and pit ched his 
t ent  among us. (1:1, 14)  He has t old us t hrough J ohn t he Bapt ist  t hat  he 
is t he Lamb of  God, who t akes away t he sin of  t he worl d. (1:29, 36) He 
has ident if ied him as t he Messiah. (1:41) He is t he King of  I srael of  whom 
Moses and t he Prophet s wrot e. (1:45, 49)  He is none ot her t han t he Son 
of  God (1:49).  As t he Son of  Man, t o whom all dominion belongs, he is t he 
great  mediat or bet ween God and man, t he brid ge bet ween heaven and 
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eart h (1:51-52). ÒNo one has ever seen God, but  God, t he One and Only, 
who is at  t he Fat herÕs side, has made him known.Ó (1:18) What  a chapt er!  

 
Conclusion 
Can anyt hing good come out  of  Nazare t h?  You had bet t er believe it ! 

 
Notes 

 
1. I n ver se 34 he uses t he per f ect  t ense: which adds f or ce t o t he 
 st at ement .  I t  r ef er s t o an act ion t hat  t ook place in t he past  t he 
 r esult s of  which cont inue in t he pr esent : ÒI  have seen and t est if y 
 t hat  t his is t he Son of  God.Ó 
 
2. I t  could have been 10 a.m. or  4 p.m., depending on how J ohn was 
 comput ing t ime.  
 
3. Dif f icult ies ar ose as t hey got  t o know J esus bet t er .  On t he one 
 hand, t hey wit nessed t he most  amazing mir acles.  On t he ot her , he was 
 ver y dif f er ent  f r om t he messiah of  popular  expect at ion.  These 
 init ial ent husiast ic r esponses ar e under st andable in view of  J ohnÕs 
 t est imony and t he impr ession J esus made on t hem.  Lat er , mor e 
 consider ed, st at ement s wer e made in spit e of  t he f act  t hat  t hey wer e 
 puzzled by t he nat ur e of  J esus t eaching and demeanour . (Mat t hew 
 16:16-18) 
 
4. Ther e need be no conf lict  bet ween t his account  and J esusÕ wor ds t o 
 Pet er  in Mat t hew 16:16-18.  Her e t he f ut ur e, passive is used:  ÒYou shall 
 be called Cephas (Pet er ).Ó  I n Mat t hew pr esent  act ive is used: ÒYou are 
 Pet er .Ó  Af t er  t he f ir st  meet ing, t he name Simon would cont inue t o 
 have been used.  Even af t er  t he st at ement  in Mat t hew 16, Pet er  would 
 of t en have been r ef er r ed t o as Simon. (Mt . 10:2; 17:1; J ohn 18:10-11; 
 21:11, 15)  
 
5. This was t he nor mal way t o int r oduce a per son.  You ment ioned t heir  

f at her Õs name and t heir  place of  or igin.  Quit e possibly t his is an inst ance 
of  J ohnÕs use of  ir ony.  He knows t hat  J oseph was not  J esusÕ nat ur al 
f at her , but  he ident if ies him as t he son of  J oseph and his t own of  or igin 
as Nazar et h.  I n chapt er  7 J ohn r ef er s t o a discussion bet ween sever al 
of  t he wor shipper s at  t he Feast  of  Taber nacles.  Some said, ÒHe is t he 
Chr ist ,Ó but  ot her s asked, ÒHow can t he Chr ist  come f r om Galilee?  Does 
not  t he Scr ipt ur e say t hat  t he Chr ist  will come f r om DavidÕs f amily and 
f r om Bet hlehem?Ó  This is possibly par t  of  t he deliber at e play on t he 
par adoxical t hemes of  r evelat ion and hiddenness.  The light  shines but  is 
not  r ecognised; t he divine becomes human; his glor y is seen but  
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concealed; t he glor ious one is humiliat ed; indeed his glor y includes his 
degr adat ion and his shamef ul deat h. 

 
6. This is a bet t er  r ender ing of  t he or iginal t ex t  t han Òa t r ue I sr aeli t eÓ. 
 
7. The mor e one examines t he account , t he mor e convinced one becomes 

t hat  J esus is r ef er r ing t o Nat hanael in t er ms of  J acob, and especially 
J acobÕs name change t o I sr ael. (Gen 32:27-28)  We know t hat  J acob 
deceived his f at her  int o pr onouncing EsauÕs blessing upon him. (Genesis 
27)  Genesis 27:35 and 36 ar e par t icular ly r elevant .  Esau complains: 
ÒI snÕt  he r ight ly called J acob?  (The name Ya-akov means deceiver  or  
supplant er ).  He has deceived me t hese t wo t imesÉÓ (Gen. 27:36).  The 
wor d t r anslat ed Ôdeceived meÕ is Ya-ak’vayni.  I saac said t o a devast at ed 
Esau, ÒYour  br ot her  came deceit f ully and t ook your  blessing. (Gen 27:35)  
I n t he LXX (t he Sept uagint  Ð t he Gr eek t r anslat ion of  t he Old 
Test ament ) t he ver se r eads: ÒYour  br ot her  came with deceit (meta dolou) 
and t ook your  blessing.Ó As Nat haniel appr oaches J esus, t he Lor d says, 
ÒTr uly, her e is an I sr aeli t e in whom t her e is no dolos (deceit : t he same 
wor d -  dolou is Genit ive case and dolos t he Nominat ive case).Ó 

 
 

 
 


