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STORI ES THAT PACK A PUNCH 
 

St udy 9 
 

God’s Willingness 
(Luke 18:1-8) 

 
When we br ing a pet it ion t o God, should we ask once, accept  in f ait h t hat  God has hear d us 
and desist  f r om br inging t he same r equest  t o him over  and over  again?  Per haps we should 
t ur n our  ÒPleaseÓ int o a ÒThank YouÓ bef or e t her e is any indicat ion of  an answer .  Or  should 
we keep on asking unt il we act ually r eceive an answer ? (ÒYes,Ó ÒNoÓ or  ÒNot  yet Ó)   
 
We could cit e passages such as Mar k 11:22-24, J ohn 14:13-14 and J ames 1:5-7 t o suppor t  
t he idea t hat  we simply have t o ask in f ait h and God will hear  us.  At  t he one ex t r eme, t his 
line of  t hinking can degener at e int o t he awf ul Òname it  and claim it Ó appr oach in which t he 
Almight y is expect ed t o dance t o our  t une.  At  t he ot her  ex t r eme, we could f eel t hat  we 
have t o keep pleading and asking unt i l we wear  God down wit h our  pet it ions.  Per haps if  we 
must er  up enough f ait h or  enlist  a suf f icient  number  of  Òpr ayer  war r ior sÓ or  put  in enough 
pr ayer - t ime, God will event ually hear  us.  We could quot e many passages in suppor t  of  t he 
idea of  per sever ing pr ayer  (e. g. 1 Kings 18:42-46; J ames 5:17-18; 2 Kings 20:1-6; Neh 1:5-
11; Mt  7:7-8; 1 Thess 3:10; 5:17). 
 
We must , of  cour se, r ealise t hat  scr ipt ur e ver ses cannot  be quot ed against  one anot her .  
ÒPr oof - t ex t ingÓ gener ally doesnÕt  help us t o understand t he t eaching of  t he Bible.  
St at ement s need t o be r ead in cont ext  and we need t o t ake int o account  t he t eaching of  
t he whole Bible on any given subj ect .  I n any event , t he ver y idea t hat  we can speak 
dir ect ly t o t he Almight y and par t icipat e wit h him in t he unf olding of  his plan is not hing 
shor t  of  ast onishing.  I n t he ver y nat ur e of  t he case, t he subj ect  of  pr ayer  is bound t o be 
deep and wonder f ul and complex.   
 
The st or y bef or e us helps us t o under st and our  gr eat  pr ivilege.  But  we have t o be car ef ul 
t o hear  what  it  act ually t eaches and not  t o impor t  ideas int o i t  t hat  ar e not  in t he par able.  
So let Õs hear  it s t eaching. 
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WHAT? 
 

1. The Par able 
 
The par able is decept ively simple.  Luke int r oduces it  by explaining, up f r ont , 
exact ly why J esus t old i t : ÒJ esus t old his disciples a par able t o show t hem t hat  
t hey should always pr ay and not  give up.Ó 
 
The st or yline is uncomplicat ed.  A poor  widow is being abused.  She is dest it ut e.  As 
a r ule, women in t he Middle East  do not  go t o cour t .  But  t her e ar e no men in her  
ext ended f amily t o speak f or  her .  Yet , in one sense, her  pr edicament  wor ks t o her  
advant age.  I f  an of f icial decided not  t o heed t he (legit imat e) r equest  of  a man, t he 
plaint if f  may well be br ut ally mist r eat ed and banished.  But  alt hough t hey might  be 
ignor ed, women ar e not  manhandled in public.  So, if  she was det er mined enough, 
she could make a nuisance of  her self  wit hout  t he f ear  of  suf f er ing violence.   
 
Unf or t unat ely f or  t his woman, who is pr esumed t o have a legit imat e case and who is 
obviously desper at e, t he j udge t o whom she has r ecour se is godless, conceit ed and 
callous.  He is in it  f or  himself .  The f ear  of  God, an essent ial quali t y in any j udge, is 
ent ir ely absent .  His posit ion in societ y is unassailable.  He is not  able t o f eel a 
sense of  shame.  Alt hough we ar e not  t old t hat  he was being br ibed, t his would have 
been pr esumed by t he hear er s. Her e is a man who does not  know how t o blush.  The 
point  is j ust  t his: t her e couldnÕt  have been a wor se j udge.  ÒNothing shames him.  
Ther e is no spar k of  honour  lef t  in his soul t o which anyone can appeal.Ó1  
 
But  t he widow is so desper at e and so det er mined t hat  she pest er s t he lif e out  of  
him.  Event ually he canÕt  t ake it  any mor e and gr ant s her  j ust ice f or  no ot her  r eason 
t han t hat  she is wear ing him down (f igur at ively, Ògiving him a black eyeÓ). 
 
I n applying t he par able, t he Lor d comment s, ÒList en t o what  t he unj ust  j udge says.  
And will not  God br ing about  j ust ice f or  his chosen ones, who cr y t o him day and 
night ?  Will he keep put t ing t hem of f ?  I  t ell you, he will see t hey get  j ust ice, and 
quickly (my i t alics).  However , when t he Son of  Man comes, will he f ind f ait h on t he 
ear t h?Ó 

 
 
 
 

                                                
1 Kennet h E. Bailey, Poet and Peasant and Through Peasant Eyes: A Literary-Cultural Approach to the 

Parables in Luke, Combined Ed. (Gr and Rapids: Will iam B. Eer dmans, 1976 and 1980), 132. 
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2. The I nt er pr et at ion 

 
To int er pr et  t he par able cor r ect ly, we need t o r ecognise t hat  J esus uses bot h 
similarities and contrasts.   I t  is not  t hat  dif f icult  t o dist inguish bet ween t hem.  
The best  way t o do t his is t o look at  t he t wo main per sonalit ies in t he dr ama.   
 
The Widow  
I n t he Old Test ament , t he widow is a symbol of  t he innocent , t he power less and t he 
oppr essed (Ex  22:22-23; Deut  10:18; Ps 68:5; I sa 1: 17; 10:2; cf . J ames 1:27).  
Her e, t he widow obviously r epr esent s someone who is pet it ioning God.  We not ice 
her  per sever ance.  She knows t hat  she has only one hope of  r eceiving j ust ice, but  
unf or t unat ely t he j udge has no int er est  in her  case.  But  she is so desper at e t hat  
she r ef uses t o t ake no f or  an answer .  The emphasis her e is on t he similarity 
bet ween t he widow and t he believing pet i t ioner . 
 
The Unjust Judge 
 Her e is a despicable char act er .  Of  all people, a j udge is supposed t o dispense 
j ust ice (2 Ch 19:4-6; Amos 5:10-13).  But  t his j udge is complet ely unint er est ed in 
t he r ight s and wr ongs of  t he case or  in t he widowÕs desper at e pr edicament .  He 
abuses his posit ion but , f or  no ot her  r eason t han t hat  she is get t ing on his ner ves, 
he event ually r ules in her  f avour .  The emphasis her e is on t he contrast bet ween 
t his unjust and callous j udge and God, who is bot h j ust  and compassionat e.  I f  a 
negligent  and pr esumably dishonest  j udge dispenses j ust ice t o a widow for whom he 
does not care, how much mor e will a loving Fat her  br ing about  j ust ice f or  his chosen 
ones?  And if  t he widow has t o keep coming t o him (because of  his r eluct ance), 
t hose who cr y out  t o God day and night  will not  be put  of f .  On t he cont r ar y, God 
will see t hat  t hey get  j ust ice, and quickly. 
 
What the parable does not teach 
The par able does not  t each t hat  t her e is any r eluct ance on t he par t  of  God t o hear  
us.  I t  cer t ainly does not  t each t hat  we have t o wear  him down wit h our  pet it ions or  
t hat  a cer t ain amount  of  pr ayer  will t ip t he scales and incline him t o answer  us.   
 
By t he same t oken, we may not  dr aw t he inf er ence t hat  once we pr esent  our  
pet i t ion, we ought  t o desist  f r om pr aying.  Luke comment s at  t he out set  t hat  t he 
Lor d t old t he disciples t his par able Òt o show t hat  t hey should always pr ay and not  
give up.Ó   J esus r ef er r ed t o GodÕs chosen ones Òwho cr y out  t o him day and night .Ó  
A pur ely ÒmechanicalÓ view of  pr ayer  might  conclude t hat  a single r equest  t o a 
benevolent  God is adequat e.  But  t her e is mor e t o pr ayer  t han t hat .  I f  we limit  
pr ayer  t o pet i t ion, we may come t o t hat  conclusion.  But  pr ayer  is an encount er  in 
which God incor por at es us int o his plans.  I nst ead of  a mechanical view, we should 
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embr ace a Òmyst er iousÓ view.  Ther e is a gr eat  deal we donÕt  under st and, but  so 
much is accomplished when we pr ay.   Per sever ance in pr ayer  is not  an indicat ion of  
lack of  t r ust  in God.  I t  is mor e likely t o be an indicat ion t hat  we expect  God t o 
hear  us.  We keep at  it  because we ar e convinced t hat  God br ings about  his 
pur poses t hr ough per sist ent  pr ayer .  Andr ew Mur r ay put  i t  so well: 
 

(Pr ayer  is) t he highest  and holiest  wor k t o which man can r ise.  I t  is 
f ellowship wit h t he Unseen and Most  Holy One.  The power s of  t he 
et er nal wor ld have been placed at  it s disposal . . . I t  is t o pr ayer  t hat  
God has given t he r ight  t o t ake hold of  him in his st r engt h.  I t  is on 
pr ayer  t hat  t he pr omises wait  f or  t heir  f ulf ilment , t he kingdom f or  
it s coming, t he glor y of  God f or  it s f ull r evelat ion.2  

 
What the parable does teach 
I t  t eaches us t hat  we ought  t o per sever e in pr ayer .  One of  t he impor t ant  r easons 
f or  doing so is t hat  God is t he exact  opposit e t o t he unj ust  j udge.  We may expect  
an answer  f r om him.  I f  t her e is a delay, as we know t her e somet imes is, it  is not  
because he needs some per suasion.  The f act  t hat  we might  be inclined t o Ògive upÓ 
is a hint , at  least , t hat  we may not  always r eceive immediat e ident if iable answer s.    
The concluding quest ion: ÒHowever , when t he Son of  Man comes, will he f ind f ait h 
on t he ear t h?Ó has puzzled many.  No mat t er  how we int er pr et  t hat  quest ion, we 
know t hat  t her e will be believer s on t he ear t h when t he Son of  Man comes.  William 
Hendr iksen comment s t hat  Òt he quest ion is asked not  f or  t he pur pose of  
speculat ion but  of  self -examinat ion.Ó3 
 
An interesting observation 
I  include t his f or  mer ely f or  int er est .  I t  doesnÕt  add t o our  under st anding of  t he 
par able, so you ar e f r ee t o ignor e i t .  I n Ben Sir ach 35:15-19 (or  Ecclesiast icus, not  
Ecclesiast es), 4 t her e is a passage t hat  bear s some r esemblance t o t he par able.  
J esus would no doubt  have been f amiliar  wit h t his passage.  We cannot  say whet her  
or  not  he was alluding t o it .  Ther e ar e bot h similar it ies and signif icant  dif f er ences 
so, if  he was bor r owing f r om it , he was cer t ainly developing it  and t r ansf or ming i t .5   

                                                
2 Andr ew Mur r ay, With Christ in the School of Prayer (London: Picker ing and I nglis, 1953), 16. 
3 Will iam Hendr iksen, The Gospel of Luke (Edinbur gh: Banner  of  Tr ut h Tr ust , 1979), 818. 
4 This is one of  t he apocr yphal books.  The Apocr ypha was never  par t  of  t he Hebr ew Scr ipt ur es and 

t her ef or e does not  have t he aut hor it y of  t he Old Test ament .  These books ar e included in a separ at e sect ion 
in some Bibles.  While t hey wer e valued f or  pr ivat e st udy, t hey wer e not  accept ed f or  public r eading. 

5  Do not  t he t ear s r un down t he widowÕs cheeks? And is not  her  cr y against  him t hat  causes t hem t o 
f all? 16 He t hat  ser ves t he Lor d shall be accept ed wit h f avour , and his pr ayer  shall r each unt o t he clouds.       17 

The pr ayer  of  t he humble pier ces t he clouds: and t il l it  come nigh, he will not  be comf or t ed; and will not  
depar t , t i ll t he Most  High shall behold t o j udge r ight eously, and execut e j udgment . 18 For  t he Lor d will not  be 
slack, neit her  will t he Might y be pat ient  t owar d t hem, t ill he have smit t en in sunder  t he loins of  t he 
unmer cif ul, and r epaid vengeance t o t he heat hen; t i ll he have t aken away t he mult it ude of  t he pr oud, and 
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The t wo most  signif icant  dif f er ences bet ween t he Sir ach passage and J esusÕ 
par able ar e: 
 

¥ I n Sir ach, oneÕs pr ayer s ar e hear d if  one r ender s ser vice t hat  is Òpleasing t o 
t he Lor d.Ó  ÒNone of  t his God-hear s-you-if -you-ser ve-him t heology is 
r ef lect ed in J esusÕ par able. 
 

¥ The f igur e of  t he unj ust  j udge is a dr amat ic new t hr ust  in J esusÕ par able.  I t  
is bold and r isky.Ó 6 

  
SO WHAT? 
 

1. What  main point  does t he par able make about  God? 
 

2. About  pr ayer ? 
 

3. Wher e does t he similar it y bet ween t he unj ust  j udge and God st ar t  and wher e does 
it  end? 
 

4. Ar e you able t o ident if y some impor t ant  cont r ast s in t he par able? 
 
NOW WHAT? 
 

1. What  is t he single most  impor t ant  t r ut h you will t ake f r om t his par able? 
 

2. Ar e t her e people f or  whom (or  mat t er s about  which) you pr ay r egular ly? 
 

3. What  do you make of  PaulÕs comment  in Romans 8:26, 27? 
 

4. Comment  on J ohn WesleyÕs st at ement : ÒI t  seems t hat  God is limit ed by our  pr ayer  
lif e.  He can do not hing f or  humanit y unless someone asks him t o do i t .Ó 
 

5. I f  Wesley and Mur r ay (quot ed on page 4) ar e cor r ect , what , if  anyt hing, do you 
int end t o do about  your  pr ayer  lif e? 
 

6. Per haps some in t he gr oup would like t o shar e a per sonal st or y about  an answer  t o 
pr ayer . 

                                                                                                                                                       
br oken t he scept r e of  t he unr ight eous; 19 Till he have r ender ed t o ever y man accor ding t o his deeds, and t o t he 
wor ks of  men accor ding t o t heir  devices; t i ll he have j udged t he cause of  his people, and made t hem t o r ej oice 
in his mer cy. The Apocrypha : King James Version. 1995. Logos Resear ch Syst ems, I nc.: Oak Har bor , WA 

6 Bailey, Through Peasant Eyes, 128. 


